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June 1951 
A. HYATT KING 


THE APPRECIATION OF MUSIC 


Musicat literature, in all its variety and ramifications, is almost as difficult 
to fit into any rigid system of classification as is music itself, and to define 
what constitutes a book on musical appreciation is far from easy. But there is 
little doubt that a statistical survey taken over the last fifty years would show 
that this class of book has been very numerous, even in the restricted sense 
of the term. In the wider meaning, their total would be far larger, for it 
might, not unreasonably, be claimed that almost any work of musical 
biography, criticism, history or theory, ranks as one of appreciation in so far 
as it may help the reader to a greater appreciation of the art. But, for present 
purposes, these must be excluded, since the field is wide enough without 
extending it beyond the theory and practice of various types of appreciation 
—pure criticism, philosophy, psychology and the like, including also 
acoustics, interpretation and some special forms of music. 

Although it is only in this last half century that the appreciation of music 
has developed along popular lines, it is possible to trace back for nearly three 
centuries the tradition of writing devoted to this cause. At its best, it is 
characterized by readability and a genuinely humanistic approach, which 
avoids an openly didactic style, and also eschews a condescending treatment 
of the subject. Difficult as are these aims in writing of the appreciation of any 
art, they are doubly so in music, which being non-visual, can only be ex- 
pounded in purely verbal terms, aided by frugal quotation of some of the 
actual notes, themselves but a conventional indication of real sounds. 

Of the famous treatises of the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries which would now be described as works of ‘musical appreciation’ 
—a term unimaginable to their authors—only a very few have appeared in 
modern editions. Musick’s Monument (1676), by Thomas Mace, remains a 
collector’s piece, but the Hon. Roger North’s Musicall Grammarian has been 
edited from the MS. of c. 1730 by Hilda Andrews (1925, Oxford University 
Press, 3s.6d.), and Thomas Morley’s Plaine and Easie Introduction to Practicall 
Musicke of 1597 has been issued in a facsimile (1937, Shakespeare Association, 
21s.), with a preface by Canon E. H. Fellowes. Both these delightful books 
illustrate the humanistic approach of the writers of the past to their task of 
interpreting the music of their day for the greater enjoyment of the public. 

Really good modern books on the general theory of appreciation are 
comparatively few. One in current use which has stood the test of time is 
William Pole’s The Philosophy of Music, which was first issued in 1879 but 
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went into a sixth edition in 1924 (Kegan Paul, 10s.6d.). As a contrast to its 
solid, Victorian worth may be set Music and its Lovers (1932, Allen & Unwin, 
18s.), by ‘Vernon Lee’, the pseudonym of Violet Paget, a life-long student 
of the older Italian music. The scope of this admirable and sensitive work is 
sufficiently indicated by its sub-title “An empirical study of emotion and 
imaginative responses to music’. A. E. F. Dickinson’s Musical Experience: 
what it is and what it might be (1932, Duckworth, §s.), provides a thoughtful 
and penetrating analysis of aesthetic problems as seen by a teacher of youth 
in public schools. 

Of the actual principles of musical criticism, on which any attempt at 
reasoned appreciation must be based, the ablest exponent was M. D. 
Calvocoressi. His acute mind formulated his ideas with clarity and logic 
in The Principles and Methods of Musical Criticism (1923, 2nd edition 1931, 
Oxford University Press, 6s.6d.) which remains the best and only book of 
its kind. A most stimulating essay in the practical application of principles 
was written by Eric Blom, The Limitations of Music (1928, Macmillan, 6s.), 
which assesses the merits of various composers, taken as characteristic of dif- 
ferent periods, on the basis of an ingeniously devised ‘points-system’, 
arranged partly on style-criteria and partly on technical and formal judgments. 

The whole problem of style in music is a fascinating one, and constitutes 
an important factor in appreciation, which here presumes some development 
of the faculty of historical judgment. It is dealt with persuasively in the late 
Sir Hubert Parry’s fine work Style in Musical Art (1911, Macmillan, 1os.), 
which attempts to bring appreciation into line with history. The strength of 
some of Parry’s arguments tends to be weakened by his view of musical 
evolution (commonly held in the late nineteenth century) which saw only 
a few periods of supreme greatness between which the ‘lesser’ masters served 
mainly as forerunners. A different interpretation, which is perhaps more in 
accordance with the liberal principles of appreciation, was propounded by 
Professor J. A. Westrup in The Meaning of Musical History (1946, Oxford 
University Press, 1s.6d.). Here the question is resolved in terms of a series of 
evolutionary curves, each of which, at its apex, represents a distinct link in 
the long chain of musical growth. Thus, Haydn and Mozart should be 
estimated not as ‘forerunners’ of Beethoven, but as each having reached a 
point of development that is perfect of its own kind. In another equally 
suggestive essay, The Main Stream of Music (1938, Oxford University Press, 
1s.6d.), the late Sir Donald Tovey puts into clear perspective all the factors 
that have made for true greatness and constitute a challenge to the intellect 
of the listener. 

It may be said that the appreciation of music originates in the teaching of 
its history, in the widest sense of the term, as an essential part of education. In 
this field the literature is very large. Among the many books by Dr. Percy 
Scholes on education through appreciation, it must suffice here to mention 
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Music, the Child and the Masterpiece (1935, Oxford University Press, 12s.6d.), 
which is packed with the wisdom of long experience. Another great educa- 
tionalist was the late Sir Walford Davies, who was ‘Master of the King’s 
Musick’, and one of the pioneers of teaching musical appreciation by broad- 
casting. His principles and ideas were summed up in The Pursuit of Music 
(1935, Nelson, 7s.6d.), an urbane and delightful book. 

A class of literature that is entirely peculiar to music is the programme- 
note. At its worst, of course, it is an ephemeral thing of a stereotyped pattern, 
but, at its best, an expression of musical interpretation of a very high order, 
combining historical exposition with technical analysis as a basis for apprecia- 
tion. Over a long period Tovey wrote a series of such notes for the subscribers 
to the Reid concerts at Edinburgh, and had the programmes containing them 
circulated before the concert. These were collected into six volumes, Essays 
in Musical Analysis (1936, reprinted 1948, Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
each vol.), whose contents range from short analyses compressed into a few 
pungent paragraphs to brilliant essays of many pages, forming an unrivalled 
complex of wit and wisdom. Publication in book form gives the opportunity 
of re-reading these profound studies as an aid to the better appreciation of 
many musical masterpieces ranging in time from Palestrina to Walton. These 
pages are above all provocative, and designed to make the reader think for 
himself, which is surely one of the final aims of any kind of appreciation. On 
a smaller scale, confined to succinct formal analysis, but covering a very large 
corpus of music, there may be recommended the six volumes of The Concert- 
Goer’s Library of Descriptive Notes by the late Rosa Newmarch (1928-48, 
Oxford University Press, 6s. each). Each essay is short enough for the intend- 
ing listener to memorize its salient features, and increase his pleasure by 
recognizing the outstanding points in the structure of the music. 

One of the most enjoyable things about the English humane tradition in 
musical criticism is its versatility. Tovey’s approach to music was that of the 
erudite scholar, who could, most fortunately, wear the weight of his great 
learning lightly. At the other extreme, with many intervening degrees of 
learnedness, comes a small group of books not written specifically as an aid to 
appreciation, but conducing to it simply because of their sincerity and quiet 
humour. Two of these, particularly, are most English in their restraint and in 
their frequent use of understatement: each conveys a certain depth of ex- 
perience beneath a whimsical exterior. J. D. M. Rorke’s The Musical Pilgrim's 
Progress (1921, 3rd edition 1933, Oxford University Press, 6s.) recounts the 
experiences of an unlearned man in the search for truth and understanding. 
Though the journey is made along fairly familiar paths, the writer’s outlook 
is fresh and enthusiastic. Equally delightful is The Promenade Ticket (1914, 
reprinted 1946, Sidgwick & Jackson, 6s.) by A. H. Sidgwick. The quasi- 
humorous appreciation, which is built round the experiences and enthusiasm 
of several patrons of the Promenade Concerts, is of a donnish type, but is 
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characteristic of its period, and the underlying criticism is often shrewd and 
realistic. The book has acquired something of the charm of a period piece, 
redolent of the world of E. M. Forster’s novel Howard’s End. 

The popular compendium of appreciation, covering most branches of 
music in a dozen or more divisions, may range in size from a small encyclo- 
pedia in several tomes to a single volume. The latter type has included a 
number of excellent books, of which undoubtedly the most successful in 
recent years has been The Musical Companion, edited by A. L. Bacharach 
(1934, reprinted 1950, Gollancz, 12s. 6d.). It is a marvel of informative com- 
pression, each contributor being an acknowledged expert in his field: its 750 
pages offer one of the best general guides to the nature and forms of music 
ever published. 

Of the special aspects of appreciation, acoustics is certainly one of the most 
fundamental. The first really profound study was written by Edmund 
Gurney, as long ago as 1880, and bore the majestic title The Power of Soune 
(Smith, Elder). In philosophical range and imaginative treatment it is still 
unsurpassed, though pure acoustics play only a small part in its scheme, and 
scientifically its information is somewhat out of date. More recent research 
has produced a number of excellent smaller works, of which perhaps the most 
representative are Science and Music (1937, Cambridge University Press, 8s.6d.) 
by the late Sir James Jeans, and Music and Sound (1937, Oxford University 
Press, 10s.6d.) and The Musical Ear (1940, Oxford University Press, 6s.6d.) 
both by Llewellyn S. Lloyd who combines, to an unusual degree, lucid 


exposition with a high standard of technical knowledge. The Physics of 


Music (1944, sth edition 1950, Methuen, 21s.) by Alexander Wood gives a 
very full account of every aspect of the subject, and is strongly to be recom- 
mended to the musician with a scientific turn of mind. 

Psychology, on the other hand, has not produced quite such a large 
literature as acoustics, though it forms an equally essential basis of apprecia- 
tion. An admirable short treatise is the late Sir Percy Buck’s Psychology for 
Musicians (1944, Oxford University Press, 7s.6d.). Two books of a more 
speculative character have come from the pen of Frank Howes, The Borderland 
of Music and Psychology (1926, Kegan Paul, 6s.) and Man, Mind and Music 
(1948, Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d.). The latter, especially, ranges far over 
anthropology and folk-lore, besides analysing the purely mental bases of the 
subject. On the practical side, there is Hubert Wing’s Tests of Musical Ability 
and Appreciation (1948, Cambridge University Press, 8s.6d.), which attempts 
to evaluate psychological processes in terms of everyday experience. It is 
perhaps worth noting that many more of this type of book have been pub- 
lished in America than in Britain. 

Apart from its emotional and sensuous appeal, music offers an infinite 
variety of formal design as one of the best rewards of pure appreciation. 
While some of the simpler forms can be readily grasped by a quick ear with 
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the aid of a good memory, some guides to the study of their evolution are 
essential. One of the most stimulating is the late Sir Edward Bairstow’s The 
Evolution of Musical Form (1943, Oxford University Press, 7s.6d.), to which 
Tovey’s short essay Musical Form and Matter (1934, Oxford University Press, 
1s.) offers a witty counterpart. As a brief exposition of historical principles, 
giving the outline of their evolution up to the time of Beethoven, Professor 
Gerald Abraham’s Design in Music (1950, Oxford University Press, 3s.6d.) is 
crystal clear. 

In one sense, form and matter share common ground through the fact that 
they need to be appreciated as a whole. In modern music, particularly, form 
is sometimes dictated by style, which remains often a puzzle, not to say a 
deterrent, to many lovers of classical music. The violent dissonance of many 
works composed from about 1900 onwards, their use of atonal or polytonal 
systems, the complication of cross-rhythms and irregular tempi, are all 
challenging features of the new style, and have been explained, from different 
points of view, in some excellent books. One of the earliest was The New 
Music (1924, Oxford University Press, 8s.6d.) by Sir George Dyson, himself a 
composer along traditional lines, but partly in sympathy with and fully alive 
to the importance of more extreme theories. More critical in approach was 
Cecil Gray’s Survey of Contemporary Music (1924, 2nd edition 1928, Oxford 
University Press, 7s.6d.) but equally illuminating in its understanding of the 
dilemma that faced composer and listener alike in this critical period. 
Constant Lambert’s Music Ho! (1934, 2nd edition 1937, Faber, 10s.6d.; 
reprinted by Penguin Books, 1948, 1s.6d.) offers one of the most brilliant 
pieces of musical criticism ever written. It puts the problem in its perspective, 
so provocatively and clearly that, though a little pessimistic for the futuie, it 
ranks as an aid to appreciation of the very highest order. More objective and 
factual is Professor Abraham’s This Modern Stuff: A fairly ‘plain and easie 
introduction’ to contemporary music (1933, 2nd edition 1939, Duckworth, 
3s.6d.) which propounds a different method of understanding along lines of 
simplified harmonic analysis, against the background of the more extreme 
forms of late romanticism. 

Anyone who listens to music with an historically cultivated ear, is bound 
to wonder how the modern orchestra—that marvel which is all too often 
taken for granted—came into being. To understand how it grew from small, 
almost primitive beginnings and to know what, at different epochs in the past, 
were its strength and technical capacity, will add in diverse ways to one’s 
appreciation of modern performance of the great music of the past. Two 
excellent books have been written on this subject by Adam Carse, both 
published by W. Heffer & Sons of Cambridge. The first is The Orchestra in 
the Eighteenth Century (1940, tos.6d.); the second, The Orchestra from Beethoven 
to Berlioz (1948, 30s.). Both are masterly in their organization of a great mass 
of detail, and both, incidentally, have no rival in any other language. They 
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describe not only the growth of the orchestra, but the evolution of its instru- 
ments, and give an account of the rise of baton conducting, the history and 
use of score and parts, and a host of other details. Acquaintance with these 
books provides the listener with exceptionally valid standards for judging 
modern performances, and enhances very considerably his appreciation of 
their historical accuracy in matters of balance, ensemble and tempi. 

Another sure means of increasing the pleasures of listening to music is to 
follow the performance with a score. Though a fairly simple task in chamber 
compositions, this becomes quite an involved process with a work scored for 
a large modern orchestra, though it is true to say that the more complex the 
music, the greater the need for the understanding of it that will come from 
the co-ordination of eye, ear and mind by taking up the score. The principles 
of mastering this printed pattern of sound are lucidly and concisely set forth 
by Gordon Jacob (himself a distinguished composer) in How to read a Score 
(1944, Boosey & Hawkes, 3s.6d.). This, rather strangely, is the only book on 
the subject, apart from several consisting mainly of musical exercises, and 
intended primarily for the purpose of examinations. 

The widespread revival that has taken place during the last few decades of 
much music composed before about 1750 has raised a good many unusual 
problems on standards of performance, which need specialized knowledge 
for their appreciation. The late Arnold Dolmetsch’s great book The Inter- 
pretation of the Music of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (1915, Novello, 
reprinted by Novello and Oxford University Press, 1946, 18s.) was a pioncer 
work, and embodied a lifetime of experience in constructing old instruments 
and in performing on them. As a supplement to this, there may be recom- 
mended Origins of Musical Time and Expression (1938, Oxford University 
Press, 12s.6d.) by Rosamund E. M. Harding. This is a most original book 
which contains a wealth of information about the correct manner of inter- 
preting the directions, very often ambiguous, that are found on old music 
in both print and manuscript. 

While the literature treating of the appreciation of opera, that ‘irrational 
and exotic entertainment’ as Dr. Johnson defined it, is enormous, compara- 
tively few of the books seek to formulate the principles on which the under- 
standing of this fascinating hybrid depends. Though most of the books re- 
tailing opera plots are of small value, exception must be made in favour of 
Ernest Newman’s magisterial Opera Nights (1950, Putnam, 30s.), which links 
the plots to musical and dramatic values. For general works, pride of place 
must be given to Professor E. J. Dent’s Opera (1940, 2nd edition 1950, 
Penguin Books, 1s.6d.): when first issued at 6d., it undoubtedly represented 
the most remarkable value ever offered in the history of English music- 
publishing. It was an amazing feat of compression to survey the whole field 
of operatic history and theory in barely 200 pages. Such enthusiasm as this, 
based on life-long study, opens the door wide to the appreciation of opera 
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as the most complex of art-forms. Another book by Professor Dent, The 
Foundations of English Opera (1928, Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d.), 
gives a detailed study of the national aspects of the subject. It is invaluable for 
understanding the b ackground to the failure which, at least up till the 
twentieth century, attended many efforts to establish a native school of opera. 
An admirable essay on principles was written by Dyneley Hussey under the 
title Euridice, or the Nature of Opera (1929, Kegan Paul, 2s.6d.), and in 1939 
Frank Howes and Philip Hope-Wallace published A Key to Opera (Blackie, 
ss.), Which gives a sound outline of aesthetic values. Egon Wellesz, a dis- 
tinguished composer of operas, has written some penetrating studies entitled 
Essays on Opera (1950, Dennis Dobson, 1os.6d.) which contain an illuminating 
survey of historical princip les seen as an essential part of appreciation. 

In the wide field of instrumental music, helpful books of a general nature 
are surprisingly few. Frank Howes’s Full Orchestra (1942, 2nd edition reprinted 
1947, Secker & Warburg, 3s.6d.) covers the ground with enthusiasm and good 
judgment. Chamber music, that most elusive and intimate of musical forms, 
has attracted a number of historians, but very few expositors. A small book 
by Alan Frank and George Stratton The Playing of Chamber Music (1935, 
Oxford University Press, 3s.6d.), though intended primarily for the execu- 
tant, is one which the listener can study with profit. Here, again, the inex- 
haustible Tovey fills a gap: a posthumous collection Essays in Musical Analysis: 
Chamber Music (1944, Oxford University Press, 12s.6d.) is devoted entirely 
to these smaller forms, and is illuminated by the same richness of mind and 
wealth of analogy that characterize his larger collections of essays mentioned 
above. 


A. Hyatt King is on the staff of the British Museum and since 1945 has been in charge of the 
collections of printed music. He has contributed essays and reviews to many musical journals 
and books, is the author of a volume on Chamber Music (1948), and is now preparing a catalogue 
of books on music issued in the English language from 1770 to 1949. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance 
of Aslib (incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public 
Libraries, British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the 
British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political 
and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwea!th 
National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Library Association, the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
(University of London), the National Library Service (Wellington ~ New 
Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, 
the Royal Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, 
the South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, Westminster Public Libraries, the Youth Libraries 
Section of the Library Association and many individual specialists, and the 
annotations are in some cases based, by permission, on reviews in The Times 
Literary Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification, and the 
Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of each entry. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no bookseller is 
available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and bibliographical 
guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council (which maintains libraries 
in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries will be referred to the appropriate 
department of the Council in London, which is in consultation with the foremost British authori- 
ties in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are London firms 


except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE FOLLOWING ABBREVIATIONS are used throughout the list for the standard sizes 
of British Books: 


Inche Centimetres 
Pott 8 Pott Octavo 6} x 3} 15°8 xX 9°5 
Fs Foolscap Octavo 63 x 4} 17°I X 10°7 
C8 Crown Octavo 7X5 19 X12°7 
L.Post 8 Large Post Octavo 84x 5$ 9 20°9 KX 13°3 
D8 Demy Octavo 83X53 22°2X14°2 
Ms Medium Octavo 9 x5} 22°8 x 14°6 
R8 Royal Octavo 10 X6$ = -25°4X15°8 
SuR8 Super Royal Octavo 10 X6}$ 25°4X17°I 
Imp8 Imperial Octavo 11 X7$ 27°9X19 
F4 Foolscap Quarto 84x 6} 21°§X17°1 
C4 Crown Quarto 10 X7$ 25°4X 19 
L.Post 4 Large Post Quarto 104X8} 26°6X20°9 
D4 Demy Quarto 114 x8} 8 ©28-5 X 22°2 
M4 Medium Quarto 1139 29°2 X 22°8 
R4 Royal Quarto 124X110 03 1°7X 25°4 
Ffol Foolscap Folio 134 X8} 34°2XK21°5 


Preceding an abbreviation the letter |= large, and the letter s= small; for example, IC8 = large 
Crown Octavo. 
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Bibliography 

A LIST oO} RESEARCHES IN EDUCATION AND EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY presented for higher degrees in the Universities of the 
United Kingdom, Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic from 1918 to 
1948. Classified according to a modification of the Dewey Decimal System 
by A. M. Blackwell. With a Foreword by Sir Fred Clarke. George Newnes 
for The National Foundation for Educational Research in England and Wales, 21s. 
D8. 173 pages. Index. (Publications of The National Foundation for Educa- 
tional Research in England and Wales, No. 1) 

This valuable compilation is not only a complete record, as far as is known, of theses 

on educational topics accepted for higher degrees by British and Irish Universities, but 

a careful arrangement of the items under their subjects. There is a very full index to the 

classification. Conditions under which theses are made available by the various Uni- 

versities for consultation are also given. (016.37078) 


Library Economy 
BOOKS OF YOUR OWN. Suggestions for Running a Personal Library. 
Elizabeth Edmondston. Cambridge University Press for The National Book 
League, 2s.6d. C8. 44 pages. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
Very few books have been written on the formation and care of a personal library and 
the Librarian of the National Book League, in offering the excellent practical sugges- 
tions in this booklet, has performed a useful service for the many lovers of books who 
want to know about these matters. She gives wise advice on the buying and housing of 
books and on their care and repair, together with hints on arrangement or classification 
and on cataloguing for those who feel the need for an adequate record of their library. 
Che bibliography notes other books on all these topics as well as a number of guides to 
book selection. (027.1) 


STUDIES IN READING. Vol. 2. Scottish Council for Research in Educa- 
tion, Committee on Primary School Subjects: Committee on Reading. 
University of London Press, 7s.6d. M8. 128 pages. 21 tables. 14 diagrams. 
Bibliographies. (Publications of the Scottish Council for Research in Education, 
XXXIV) 

This volume contains theses on ‘Socio-economic status and reading ability—a study 

in infant reading’ by Violet M. McLaren; ‘The effects of training on reading readi- 

ness’ by Christian D. Taylor; ‘Children’s leisure-reading interests’ by Doris C. 

Dunlop; and an analysis made in January 1933 by the late Gregor MacGregor, Direc- 

tor of Education to the Fife Education Committee, of defects in reading and suggested 

remedies. (028.6) 
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HOW TO WRITE TECHNICAL BOOKS. With some Pertinent Remarks 
about Planning Technical Papersand Forms. J.Gloag. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
C8. 169 pages. Illustrations. Facsimiles (some coloured). Bibliography. 

A straightforward description of the various processes involved in the production of a 

technical book, including preliminary planning, relations between author and pub- 

lisher, preparation of the ty pescript, the elements of typography and the reproduction 
of illustrations, proof-correcting and indexing. Plenty of examples are given and the 
chapter on illustrations should be particularly useful to the inexperienced author. The 
last two chapters deal with technical documents—papers, reports and memoranda— 
with suggested reforms of forms. The writer, who is himself the author of a wide 

range of technical books, stresses the need for clarity and consistency throughout. A 

list of books for further reference is given in the appendix but omits mention of the 

British Standards Institution’s recommendations for proof corrections and for biblio- 

graphical references—both useful tools for the beginner. (029.6) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


APPLIED PHILOSOPHY. Rupert C. Lodge. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 14s. D8. 
254 pages. Index. 
The author, until recently Professor of Philosophy in Queen’s University, Kingston, 
Ontario, first defines philosophy as ‘reflective living’ and as being common sense, 
academic or applied. He then considers the three main schools of philosophy—idealis- 
tic, realistic and pragmatic—as their teaching is applied to the problems of daily life; he 
argues in favour of a combination of all three approaches as the most efficient guide to 
action. In bringing philosophy out of the ivory tower into the fresh air of the market 
place the author shows an unusual awareness of the impatience of the common man 
with metaphysics; and to philosophy treated as codified common sense Professor Lodge 
may attract a new public. (100) 


TECHNIQUE OF PSYCHOANALYTIC THERAPY. Sandor Lorand. Allen & 
Unwin, 12s.6d. D8. 258 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Sandor Lorand is an eminent psycho-analyst (practising in America) whose work is 
based on the Freudian principles but has also been influenced by Ferenczi’s views on 
the need for the analyst to give active advice in some phases of treatment. This book is 
intended to present the principles of psycho-analytic technique in a form suitable for 
physicians in training for this type of work. Some points of general interest for 
psychological theory are dealt with but the book is chiefly interesting for its putting 
familiar aspects of psycho-analytic technique into the perspective provided by fairly 
recent changes in practice. It therefore assumes considerable previous acquaintance with 
Freudian work. (131.342) 


SOCIAL TRAINING FROM CHILDHOOD TO MATURITY. Nancy Catty. 
Methuen, 6s. C8. 111 pages. 
An account for the general reader untrained in psychology and ethics of how emotions 
control thought and conduct, of possible ways of modifying those that are anti-social 
and strengthening those that are social. The social and emotional characteristics of the 
members of the several age groups from the under-sevens to the adolescents are 
described and possible methods of training each goup for full responsible social life are 
suggested. There are chapters on the nature of the learning process, self-training, the 
growth and integration of standards of conduct, and on some problems of social 
maturity. (136.7) 
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A GROUP OF JUNIORS. Frances Tustin. Heinemann, 6s. D8. 90 pages. 
Drawings. Table. Bibliography. (The Heinemann Education Series) 
This book, which is issued under the auspices of the International Editorial Board of 
the New Education Fellowship, records in detail the spontaneous conversation, play 
activities and drawings of a group of twelve children in a progressive co-educational 
boarding-school. Mrs. Tustin, who was formerly a lecturer in Education in Whitelands 
and Dudley Training Colleges, offers a stimulating and thought-provoking interpreta- 
tion of the record which she made, her purpose being to give a picture of some of the 
urges, desires, interests and activities of children between the ages of seven and ten. 
(136.7) 
LANGUAGE AND INTELLIGENCE. John Holloway. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 
D8. 208 pages. Index. 
This is a survey of the theories on knowledge, language and intelligence held by the 
classical school, represented by Hume, Berkeley and Locke, and also by the contem- 
porary philosophers including the empirical psychologists. Language and intelligence 
are both studied as part of the whole behaviour pattern and there is an interesting 
analysis of the part played in communication by gesture and non-verbal language. 
Some knowledge of philosophy and logic and of the writings of philosophers from 
Hume to Bertrand Russell is presupposed in the reader, and an interest in such de- 
velopments as those unfolded by J. Z. Young in his recently broadcast Reith Lectures 
on “Doubt and Certainty in Science’. The author is a Fellow of All Souls College, 


Oxford. (164) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE.Leonard Hodgson. Blackwell (Oxford), 
8s.6d. D8. 128 pages. 


Dr. Hodgson, Regius Professor of Divinity in the University of Oxford, delivered for 
a number of years a course of seven lectures on Christian Faith and Practice open to all 
members of the University. These lectures are now published in this volume. They 
deal with the main Christian doctrines—Creation, the Atonement, the Incarnation, the 
Trinity, the Church—and there is a final section on the life of the Christian in which it 
is shown that in the Christian life there is a fourfold rhythm: service, penitence, study, 
personal communion. Dr. Hodgson’s style is as lucid as his thought and this book will 
be warmly welcomed by those who desire a clear statement of the nature of Christian 


belief. (230) 


THE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE TO PHILOSOPHY. W. H. V. Reade. 
S.P.C.K., 13s.6d. D8. 210 pages. Index. 
W. H. V. Reade was a tutor in philosophy at Keble College, Oxford, from 1897 until 
his retirement in 1937. He died in 1943, but this book was left in manuscript and was 
ready for publication. It was Reade’s conviction that the two streams of thought which 
are found within the history of Christianity—the Hebrew and the Greek—can never 
be reconciled. The tradition represented by Christian Platonism and enthusiastically 
defended by Dr. W. R. Inge is definitely rejected. The author is persuaded that 
Platonism could find no place for the Christian interpretation of history which is based 
upon the belief in a divine revelation. The fundamental doctrine of the Christian Faith 
—the Word was made flesh—would be obnoxious to the Platonist. Whatever views 
the readers of this work may hold about the problem with which it is concerned, they 
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will find here a lively and provocative discussion and they will envy the students who 
had opportunities of studying philosophy under the author’s guidance. A moving 
memoir is included by Cyril Bailey of Balliol College, Oxford. (239.9) 


THE UNCURTAINED THRONE. Warner Allen. Faber, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
217 pages. Index. 
Mr. Warner Allen, the author of The Timeless Moment and The Happy Issue, has made 
a long and careful study of the mystical experience. He was impelled to undertake this 
study by a mystical experience that came to him unsought and he set out to discover 
an explanation of its nature and meaning. His recourse to mystical writings was made in 
order to verify his own conclusions. For him, the mystical experience is a timeless 
moment of pure consciousness which enables us to discover the Love that rules and 
moves the universe. The philosophical and theological implications of what he holds 
to be the essence of mysticism are worked out with much learning and insight. In the 
course of his exposition he deals with modern works on para- -normal psychology with 
particular reference to extra-sensory pe rception in which he finds some evidence of the 
revelation of the Eternal Spirit which is consummated in mystical experience. Mr. 
Warner Allen believes that this experience is open to all—to ordinary people as well as 
to saints and sages. While the argument is closely knit and in places abstruse, the book 
is an important addition to the library of mystical philosophy. (242) 


WESTERN MYSTICISM. Dom Cuthbert Butler. Reissue of the 2nd edition 
with Afterthoughts. Constable, 25s. D8. 309 pages. 
This volume was first published in 1922 and at once established itself as an invaluable 
guide to mystical thought. The title “Western Mysticism’ covers the native mysticism 
of the West during the six centuries from St. Benedict to St. Bernard. In the first part 
of the work Dom Cuthbert deals with contemplation and in the second with the con- 
templative and active lives. He is convinced that for any scientific treatment of the 
subject it is essential to set out in systematic form what the mystics themselves thought 
about mysticism. With this end in view, he selects three, St. Augustine, St. Bernard, 
and St. Gregory the Great, and after an introductory general sketch takes us to the 
sources and allows the mystics to speak for themselves. Each part concludes with a 
masterly summary and at the end of Part I there is an epilogue on the vexed question 
of the validity of the mystics’ claim. The ‘afterthoughts’, which cover nearly fifty 
pages, deal with criticisms of the first edition which were made by sympathetic re- 
viewers. The publishers have rendered a great service to theology by the reissue of this 
standard work. (242) 


THE COMING-OF-AGE OF CHRISTIANITY. Edited by Sir James 
Marchant. Latimer House, 12s.6d. D8. 208 pages. 
The purpose of this symposium, to which scholars drawn from different communions 
have contributed, is to survey the achievements of Christianity and to estimate its 
prospects with the approach of the twenty-first century. The achievements of Chris- 
tianity in the past two thousand years are reviewed by Dr. John Foster of the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow. Dr. Matthews, the Dean of St. Paul’s, shows how the history of 
Christianity is centred in Jesus Christ, and Dr. Cave, Principal of New College, 
London, describes the witness to Christ borne by great believers of differing race and 
culture throughout the ages. Professor Ritchie of Edinburgh University, who is 
specially concerned to explore the No-Man’s Land between science and religion, 
writes on Science and the Christian Life. The author of the monumental history of the 
expansion of Christianity, Professor Latourette of Yale University, discusses the 
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Christian Future, and Bishop Stephen Neill of the World Council of Churches surveys 
the prospects of Christian Reunion. Sir James Marchant provides an introduction and 
the concluding essay is by Dr. Van Dusen on the Coming Great Church. This volume 
may be recommended to all within and without the Church who wish to know what 
Christian thinkers in various fields have to say about the future of Christianity in the 
light of contemporary thought and life. (270) 


THE CONGREGATIONAL YEAR BOOK, 1951. Edited by G. Newton 
Johnson. The Congregational Union of England and Wales, 21s. cloth; 17s. 
paper boards. sD8. 548 pages. Portrait frontispiece and 7 pages of portraits. 
Indexes. 
The main body of this year-book consists of a descriptive list of churches and their 
Ministers with the Secretary’s name and address, arranged by districts in England and 
Wales; the Proceedings of the Annual Assembly, 1950; an alphabetical list of accredited 
Ministers and others furnished by Congregational Unions and Associations; and a list 
of ordained Congregational Ministers serving abroad. (285.8058) 


BUDDHISM. Christmas Humphreys. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. 
19 illustrations. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican 
Books) 

The author of this volume founded the Buddhist Society in London in 1924 and has 

been president for twenty-five years. He tells us in the preface that of Buddhism in the 

world today he knows more than most and of Buddhism in the West as much as any 
man. The claim is borne out by this addition to the Pelican Books. Mr. Humphreys 
gives a comprehensive survey of the rise and development of Buddhism as well as of 
the teaching of its various schools. He is specially concerned, even when he is dealing 
with the history of Buddhism, to show that for those who have embraced this spiritual 

philosophy it is the essence of life itself and not, as many in the West imagine, simply a 

subject of antiquarian interest. In the final chapter, we are given a useful summary of 

‘Buddhism today’. Fortunately no attempt is made to compare Buddhism with other 

religions. Such comparisons are left to the reader. Those who wish to have an account 

of Buddhist thought by one who is in full sympathy with its principles cannot do 

better than read this book. (294.3) 

JEWISH RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS. Maurice Simon. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 
176 pages. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 

The purpose of this volume is to describe the internal religious conflicts which have 

taken place in the history of the Jewish people from the time of Ezra to the present day. 

Mr. Simon first deals with the historic sects and gives a lucid account of Judaeans and 

Samaritans, Pharisees and Sadducees, Rabbis and Minim, etc. While the conflicts agitat- 

ing these and other sects in the period between the close of the Old Testament and the 

end of the eighteenth century relate to issues that are largely of historic interest, some 
knowledge of them is essential if we are to understand modern trends within Judaism. 

In the second part of the book, the author introduces his readers to modern forms of 

Judaism and reminds us that some of them differ more widely from one another than 

from certain other religions. He shows that at the root of all the religious divisions lies 

the question of the Jewish Law or ‘Torah’ and its relation to the Pentateuch or the first 
five books of the Bible. Should any other books be added to the Pentateuch or is its 
authority as the fountain head of the Law unique? This volume meets a real need and 
provides within a brief compass information that the general reader cannot easily 
acquire elsewhere. (296) 
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surisM. An Account of the Mystics of Islam. A. J. Arberry. Allen & Unwin, 
8s.6d. C8. 143 pages. Notes. Index. (Ethical and Religious Classics of East 
and West) 


Sufism is the name given to the mysticism of Islam and in this volume the author (who 
is Professor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge) succeeds in giving a lucid 
account of the history of Sufism and of its doctrines. The chapters on the structure of 
Sufi Theory and Practice, the Sufi Orders and the delay of Sufism are particularly 
illuminating. In his exposition, Professor Arberry draws upon Sufi literature and allows 
the Sufis to speak for themselves. He considers that while the intellectual framework of 
Sufism has been to some extent superseded, the vital truths embodied in the thought 
and practice of the Sufi masters needs to be rediscovered if moral and spiritual values 
are to be the basis of our common life. (297) 


THE ARABS IN HISTORY. Bernard Lewis. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 196 pages. 
3 maps. Chronological table. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 

To summarize in some 60,000 words the part played by the Arabs in history: this 

challenge has been met by Professor Bernard Lewis with courage and imagination, and 

the resulting book is both informative and readable. Military exploits, economic ex- 
ploitation, cultural achievement all receive attention; and while the balance of the story 
is naturally concerned with the rise and fall of the Caliphate and the relations between 
the Saracens and medieval Europe, the modern period has by no means been neglected. 

The first occupant of the Chair of the History of the Near and Middle East in the 

University of London here offers a volume which will be found profitable and enjoy- 

able alike by students and the wider public. (297) 


WEST AFRICAN PSYCHOLOGY. A Comparative Study of Psychological 
and Religious Thought. G. Parrinder. Lutterworth Press, 25s. D8. 238 pages. 
Index. 

The author, distinguished missionary and lecturer in Nigeria’s University at Ibadan, 

examines the West African concept of spiritual powers. The ideas of various tribes 

relating to a “soul’—whether it resides in the shadow, or the breath, or the blood—the 
guardian genius, and spirits of the departed are examined, and beliefs in animal and 
plant souls, and the wandering soul of dreams. There is a brief outline chapter on the 
influence of Egypt and Islam. In conclusion Dr. Parrinder rather summarily relates 
this study to the principles of modern missionary teaching—how far primitive beliefs 
can be absorbed into a Christian background. (299.6) 


THE MALAY MAGICIAN, being ‘SHAMAN, SAIVA AND SUFI’, revised 
and enlarged with a Malay appendix. R. O. Winstedt. Routledge & Kegan 
Paul, 14s. D8. 160 pages. 4 photographs. Bibliography. Index. 

Shaman, Saiva and Sufi was originally published in 1925 but much new material has 

since been obtained and this volume includes not only much rewriting and re- 

arrangement but also an appendix giving the Malay original of all the passages quoted 
in the text. Magic still plays a significant part in the everyday life of the Malay; it 
comprises pagan, Hindu, and Muslim elements, and Sir Richard Winstedt, working 
on much original material as well as on printed sources, has produced a fascinating and 
authoritative survey of the subject. (299.9221) 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Statistics 

FIRST CONFERENCE OF COLONIAL GOVERNMENT STATISTICIANS, 
1950: REPORT. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. M8. 16 pages. 
Paper bound. (Colonial No. 267) 

The Report of the first gathering of eleven statisticians from colonial territories, 

flanked by a score from the Colonial and Central Statistical Offices. A large number of 

detailed points were discussed under the broad headings of demography, production, 

trade and employment, and national finance. (310.6342) 


Political Science 
AN INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS. Roger H. Soltau. Longmans, Green, 
16s. D8. 338 pages. Bibliography. 

Originally this book was intended for an introductory course in the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, where the author is now Professor of Political Science. It assumes no 
previous knowledge of the subject, and is equally suitable for the young university 
student and for the gencral reader. It discusses the nature and functions of the state, law 
and sovereignty, and the problem of freedom; it proceeds to a detailed study of demo- 
cracy, with illustrations from the history and present practice of various countries; and 
it shows the alternatives to the democratic state—Communism, dictatorship or 
Fascism. (320) 


WILLIAM GODWIN. A Study in Liberalism. David Fleisher. Allen & Unwin, 
12s.6d. D8. 155 pages. Portrait. Bibliography. Index. 
After surveying the main events of Godwin’s life and giving a general review of his 
works the author, who is Associate Professor of English, Yeshiva University, New 
York, devotes considerable attention to Godwin’s most important work, Political 
Justice. He describes the outstanding success of this work, published in 1793, and shows 
the influence of Godwin’s liberal ideas even in the less sympathetic attitude which 
followed the period of the French Revolution. (320.1) 


MEDIEVAL HUMANISM IN THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOHN Of 
SALISBURY. Hans Liebeschiitz. The Warburg Institute (University of London), 
30s. sC4. 136 pages. Indexes. 

John of Salisbury is a most important English representative of that twelfth-century 

revival of learning which has come to be known as the Medieval Renaissance. One of 

the most learned classical scholars of the Middle Ages, John studied theology and logic 
at Paris and Chartres, but as secretary to Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, took 
an active part in practical matters of his day, being sent on important missions to 

Rome. He retained his office under Becket, fell into disgrace with Henry II because he 

denounced the exactions demanded from the Church in connection with the expedi- 

tion to Toulouse, and in the King’s quarrel with Becket he took the Archbishop’s side 

but counselled moderation. Mr. Liebeschiitz, in a scholarly thesis, has given us a 

detailed analysis of John of Salisbury’s writings, the Entheticus, the Metalogicus, and 

principally the Policraticus, showing exactly how his political theory was influenced 
both by classical ideas and by the actual problems of twelfth-century society which he 
had to face. This examination of the balance between the classical scholar and the 

medieval churchman makes the book absorbing reading for the medievalist. (320.1) 
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A HUNDRED YEARS OF ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. K. B. Smellic. 2nd 
edition. Duckworth, 25s. D8. 363 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (The 
Hundred Years Series) 

To the second edition of this book (first published in 1937) the author, who is Professor 

of Political Science in the University of London, has added another chapter; the period 

covered is now 1832-1949. It is a fully comprehensive work for the student and the 
general reader. It describes the growth in the work of the state during the last century, 
and the relation of that growth to changes both in the constitution and in public 
administration. It shows how ideas have changed as to the function of the state in 
social and economic matters, a development which partly accounts for the growth of 
the civil service from some 21,000 in the year 1832 to over 715,000 in 1948. In addition, 
Professor Smellie gives a history of the political parties, showing their varying 
strengths in the House of Commons since 1832. (320.94208) 


LIBERTIES OF THE MIND. Charles Morgan. Macmillan, 12s.6d. D8. 
260 pages. 
The theme of this book is that ‘in the modern world not only the liberties of conduct 
but the liberties of the mind itself are in peril’. Mr. Morgan’s first essay, on Mind 
Control, examines the possibility (he is not concerned to prove it) of men’s minds 
being subjected by some known or established method to a possessive control that 
transmutes their personality. He uses this thought, however, as a focal point for a 
wider restatement and discussion of his theme, namely, ‘we are all being conditioned 
to accept limitations of our mental freedom’. He shows this conditioning as a gradual 
process from the nineteenth-century idea of progress and the equally gradual assessment, 
up to our own times, of the value of opinions according to the numbers or the power of 
those who hold them. He re-examines Montesquieu’s Esprit des lois to show that it 
includes and converges on the liberty of thought. Mr. Morgan discusses the artist who 
enables men to imagine for themselves and maintains that romantics and classicists, in 
spite of their apparent divergence, are equally concerned with the spiritual element in 
man and in giving it an apprehension of reality. There are many shorter essays discuss- 
ing instances of the way in which the liberty of the mind can be maintained or 
threatened: in education, in freedom from despair, in using the wisdom of the past 
and in the cultivation of the right historical perspective of events, etc. Mr. Morgan 
writes with his accustomed urbanity and clarity which serve him well in this disturbin 
subject which demands consideration from all interested in the problems of today. 
(323.44) 
FREEDOM AND CULTURE. Compiled by uNnEsco. With an introduc- 
tion by Julian Huxley. Wingate, 15s. D8. 270 pages. Bibliography. 
Six studies by experts in their subjects. The opening essay by German Arcinicgas, 
‘Culture, a human right’, is a general survey of the effect of curtailed freedom on 
human development. The five remaining essays deal with freedom of education (Jean 
Piaget), freedom of information (Lyman Bryson), the rights of the creative artist 
(Maurice Bedel), freedom in literary and artistic creation (Rex Warner) and freedom 
of science (Bart Bok). (323.44) 
OVERSEA SETTLEMENT. Migration from the United Kingdom to the 
Dominions. G. F. Plant. Oxford University Press, 16s. D8. 192 pages. Index. 


g 
5 


This work, issued under the auspices of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, is 
primarily a survey of the history of emigration, with the purpose of drawing from 
this history conclusions as to policy for the future. The survey is divided into three 
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main sections, prior to 1815, 1815-1914 and 1914-39. The author was Secretary of the 
Oversea Settlement Committee and its successor, the Oversea Settlement Board, from 
1918-37. He deals particularly with the colonization work in the first half of the 
nineteenth century of Wilmot Horton, who was Under-Secretary for War and the 
Colonies in 1822, and of the colonial statesman Gibbon Wakefield, and gives particu- 
larly valuable accounts of the work of the many Commissions, agencies, schemes, 
committees, and settlements which have handled the subject. His conclusions are that 
in the past the main body of settlers have been individuals travelling of their own free 
will and unassisted in order to better themselves; future policy should aim at providing 
people with opportunities, and facilitate rather than impede their transfer. Given the 
knowledge of opportunities overseas, and the possibility of taking advantage of them, 
the necessary number and type of migrants will appear. (325.242) 


THE CHINESE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. V. Purcell. Oxford University 
Press, 50s. D8. 838 pages. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Issued under the joint auspices of the Royal Institute of International Affairs and the 
Institute of Pacific Relations, this monumental work follows close upon Dr. Purcell’s 
authoritative study The Chinese in Malaya, published in 1948, and examines in the 
same detailed manner the origin, history and consequences of Chinese settlement in 
Burma, Siam, Indo-China, Indonesia, Malaya and the Philippines. In these countries a 
certain overflow from China had existed from early times; by the first quarter of the 
twentieth century the overflow had become an ocean—two million in Siam, two and 
a half million in Malaya, another one and a quarter million in Indonesia. With the 
Chinese revolution and the growth of a Nationalist China these communities became 
a political problem of major importance. With China now Communist, the problem 
has changed direction but intensified in urgency. Dr. Purcell comments on the lack of 
interest shown in the past by local Colonial governments both in the Chinese way of 
life and in their problems. This detailed and comprehensive study should help both 
to stimulate and satisfy that interest. (325.2510959) 


MODERN COLONIZATION. R. J. Harrison Church. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 
165 pages. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 


‘Modern Colonization’ is a misleading title for this small but original work. It is a 


1 ~ 1 - . ’ ‘ 
study of the geography of colonization, particularly in the tropics; it is at once a con- 
demnation of our neglect of tl 


f the subject, an attempt to make good this neglect, and a 
tudies in the field. The author points out that the exploitation 
of colonial territories by a ‘robber economy’ is now a bad memory and that the 
fruits of these regions must be made available, by science and mechanization, to their 
own people. But, he says, any economic improvement depends on a knowledge of the 
potentialities of each region and to make this knowledge available is the geographer’s 
ypters he outlines the physical, social and economic geography 
includes the question of transport. The author is Lecturer in 
Geography at the London School of Economics and in this brief study he ably opens 
up the subject for future exploration. (325.3) 


THE YEAR BOOK OF WORLD AFFAIRS, 1951. Edited by George W. 
Keeton and Georg Schwarzenberger. sth issue. Stevens & Sons, 30s. sR8. 
437 pages. Inde: 


a as 
The following authoritative contributions are included in the latest issue of this annual 
publication: “The United Nations’, Sir Alexander Cadogan; ‘The Moral Dilemma in 
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Foreign Policy’, H. J. Morgenthau; ‘Human Rights and World Politics’, Andrew 
Martin; “American Statesmen’, M. J. Bonn; “The Schuman Plan’, Susan Strange; 
‘Criminal Justice in Germany Today’, F. Honig; ‘Patterns of Relief Work in 
Germany’, Magda Kelber; ‘Turkey’s Position in the Post-War World’, J. Daniel; 
‘Trusteeship’, D. H. N. Johnson; “Administration of the American Dependencies’, 
j.R. Friedmann; ‘The Havana Charter’, J. E. S. Fawcett; “The Protection of Civilians 
in Occupied Territory’, J. A. C. Gutteridge; “The Papacy and World Peace’, Brian 
Tunstall. Besides these articles there are reports on the various aspects of world affairs— 
sociological, economic, geographical, psychological and educational, legal, institu- 
tional. Reviews of books on international law and relations are also included. The Year 
Book is published under the auspices of the London Institute of World Affairs. 


(327.058) 


HITLER'S INTERPRETER. The Secret History of German Diplomacy, 
1935-1945. Paul Schmidt. Edited by R. H. C. Steed. Heinemann, 153. 
L.Post 8. 286 pages. 11 illustrations. Index. 


Dr. Schmidt, a German Foreign Office official of the old school, was the official inter- 
preter at all the major, and many of the minor, diplomatic conferences between the 
First and Second World Wars. He was present at the meetings between Hitler and the 
Simon-Eden combination, at both meetings of Hitler and Chamberlain at Berchtes- 
gaden and Godesberg, and at the Munich Conference. He accompanied Ribbentrop 
to London for the naval discussions, and interpreted for Hitler at his meetings with 
Mussolini, Molotov, and other Axis partners and satellites. He evaded membership of 
the Nazi Party until 1943, and, although he served his masters loyally, his story 
endeavours to make it clear that he places the Nazis in the category of fanatics. 


(327.43086) 


THE CANADIAN HOUSE OF COMMONS: REPRESENTATION. Norman 
Ward. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. IM8. 319 pages. 
Bibliographical footnotes. Index. (Canadian Government Series) 

A detailed examination of the major aspects of representation in the Canadian House 

of Commons. In a clear, often engaging style, the author traces each separate strand 

historically, under the group headings, ‘Constituencies’, “Members of Parliament’, 

and ‘Elections’. (328.71) 


Economics 

THE ROLE OF MEASUREMENT IN ECONOMICS. The Newmarch 
Lectures, 1948-1949, given at University College, London. Richard Stone. 
Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. sR8. 93 pages. 5 diagrams. 9 tables. 
(University of Cambridge, Department of Applied Economics, Monographs) 

In these lectures on econometrics, by the Director of the Department of Applied 

Economics, University of Cambridge, four classes of questions are asked. The first 

group relates to economic facts, such as income and the price level. The next comprises 

questions of the truth or falsehood of a theory. The third relates to the estimation of 

parameters, meaning in many cases the estimation of the extent to which a change in 

one variable affects another. The final class is concerned with questions of prediction. 
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THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF CREWE, 1780- 
1923. W. H. Chaloner. Manchester University Press, 30s. D8. 346 pages. 
13 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. (University of Manchester Economic 
History Series, No. XIV) 
The model railway colony of Crewe impressed early Victorian visitors with its wide, 
regular streets, its modern housing and its general community life. This book describes 
the foundation of the colony and its development by the group of railway capitalists 
known as the ‘Liverpool Party’; it goes on to describe the later history of the railway 
works and auxiliary industries, the development of Crewe’s social services, municipal 
enterprise, educational services and co-operative movement, and the effects upon the 
town of the First World War. An epilogue continues the story briefly to 1946. The 
author is Senior Lecturer in Modern Economic History in the University of Man- 
chester. (330.94271) 


URUGUAY. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN 
URUGUAY. Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. 6d. sR8. 39 pages. Map. Paper bound. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

After a survey of Uruguay’s general economic trends since 1939 this report gives details 

of the country’s present position as regards finance, trade, production, industry, trans- 

port and social questions. Appendices show the commodities now being wholly or 
partly manufactured in Uruguay, with statistics of imports and exports by country and 

commodity. (330.989) 


MEN AGAINST THE DESERT. Ritchie Calder. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
D8. 192 pages. Frontispiece and 14 photographs by Raymond S. Kleboe. 
Endpaper maps. Index. 

This book describes journeys made by the author, well known as the science editor of 

the News Chronicle newspaper, on behalf of uNEsco, in the desert areas of North 

Africa and the Middle East. The general aim was to find out what research was going 

on in the desert research stations, what possibilities it had with a view to improving 

these areas as sources of foodstuffs and as places to live in; and what were the major 
problems to be solved. But this volume contains much more than the gist of Calder’s 
answers to these questions. It is full of intimate pictures of the men and women of these 
areas, research scientists and native inhabitants alike; of the countries themselves, their 
history and their hidden secrets. As an introduction to one of the most important 
problems of our world—the better use of unproductive areas—and as a piece of 
technical reporting, accurate and scientific and yet acceptable to the widest public, it 
should be widely read and studied in every country and by everyone in any way con- 
cerned with the future of these areas. (333-73) 


SOCIALISM. An Economic and Sociological Analysis. Ludwig von Mises. 
Translated from the German by J. Kahane. New edition, enlarged with an 
Epilogue. Jonathan Cape, 21s. ID8. 599 pages. Index. 

The main theme of this work, which aroused considerable controversy on its first 

appearance, is the problem of whether or not Socialism should supplant the market 

economy. The author discusses the relationship between Socialism and Liberalism, the 
economics of a Socialist community and the alleged inevitability of Socialism, and 
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maintains that it is fallacious to argue that Socialism must come because social evolu- 
tion necessarily leads to it. The second and considerably revised German edition of Die 
Gemeinwirtschaft, of which this is a translation, was published in 1932; the present 
version includes certain additions by the author which are not to be found in the 
German edition, notably on economic calculation and on unemployment. Among the 
other important works by the same author is The Theory of Money and Credit. (335) 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
CUSTOMS UNION IN THE BRITISH CARIBBEAN AREA, 1948-50. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. Ffol. 335 pages. Tables. 
Index. Paper bound. (Colonial No. 268) 


The Customs Union Commission, one step in the process of West Indian federation, 
was appointed in 1947 and worked until 1950; of its membership of eleven, nine were 
officials of various West Indian governments. The work of the Commission was 
naturally highly technical and detailed, involving the compilation of schedules and 
classifications, a draft Customs Ordinance and Regulations, and sixty-four forms for 
declarations, all of which are reproduced in this Report. The conclusion reached by the 
Commission was, briefly, that the above unified ordinance and administrative measures 
could be adopted immediately throughout the Caribbean area, without the need for a 
transition period, with the exception of the Virgin Islands, which have special prob- 
lems arising from their close connection with the American Virgin Islands, and the 
Turks and Caicos and Cayman Islands which have a special relationship with Jamaica. 
(337-91) 
VEGETABLE OILS AND OILSEEDS. A Summary of Figures of Production, 
Trade and Consumption relating to Groundnuts, Cottonseed, Linseed, 
Soya Beans, Coconut and Oil Palm Products, Olive Oil, and other Oil- 
seeds and Oils. Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. Stationery 
Office, ss. sC4. 132 pages. Paper bound. 
The statistics in the second post-war issue of this series relate to the year 1938 and to 
each of the years from 1940 to 1949, and have special reference to conditions in the 
British Commonwealth. The three appendices deal, respectively, with supplies of 
vegetable oils, the production of soap, margarine and compound cooking fat, and the 
production, import and prices of whale oil. (338.1) 


FARM MECHANIZATION: COSTS AND METHODS. Claude Culpin. 
Crosby Lockwood, 10s.6d. D8. 158 pages. 16 plates. 25 tables. Index. 
(Agricultural and Horticultural Series) 

Mechanization of agriculture is increasing in every part of the world, and yet com- 

paratively little is known, especially among actual farmers, of its economic basis. This 

book, by the author of many other works on farm machinery, is in effect a review of 
what is known, from work mainly in Britain, of the costs. After two general introduc- 
tory chapters, which themselves contain much valuable statistical material, details are 
given of available figures for the costs of operation, maintenance, etc., of machines for 
all sorts of purposes on the farm. From a comparison of tractors and horses to details 
of grass-drying and milking, nothing is omitted from the great range of machines in 
use today. This fact alone makes the book of wide interest wherever mechanized 
farming is carried out, while the frank discussions of the advantages and disadvantages 
of various types of machine add greatly to its value. Good photographs of machines a 
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work give the reader a clear idea of the types discussed, a matter of considerable im- 
portance to anyone who uses this book, as many will, for reference before embarking 
on a mechanization project. (338.11) 


Fruit. A Summary of Figures of Production and Trade relating to Fresh, 
Canned and Dried Fruit, and Wine. Commonwealth Economic Com- 
mittee. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. sC4. 131 pages. Paper bound. 

Publication of this series, which was discontinued during the war, was resumed last 

year. This issue contains up-to-date statistics of production and trade (chiefly in the 

British Commonwealth) relating to apples, pears, plums, cherries, oranges, apricots, 

grapes, pineapples, peaches, grapefruit, lemons, bananas, canned fruits, raisins and 

currants, dried tree fruits and wine. An appendix gives details of the relevant import 

duties and trade restrictions in force in various countries. (338.174) 


WORLD CONSUMPTION OF WOOL, 1949. A Supplement to Wool 
Intelligence. Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. Stationery 
Office, ss. sFfol. 167 pages. Paper bound. 

As the first post-war issue of a series published annually before the war, this review 

covers the post-war period, with particular reference to 1949, and gives comparisons 

with the years 1934-8. The statistics relate to raw-wool consumption and to trade in 
woollen semi-manufactures and manufactures, many of the figures having been taken 
from the annual questionnaire on wool statistics issued jointly by the Committee and 

the International Wool Textile Organization. (338.4767731) 


OXFORD STUDIES IN THE PRICE MECHANISM. Edited by T. Wilson 
and P. W. S. Andrews. Oxford University Press, 21s. sR8. 289 pages. 
Diagrams. Index. 


The earlier issues of Oxford Economic Papers, in which several of the articles in this 
volume originally appeared, have been unobtainable for some time. The papers 
selected, together with a number of new essays, form a collection of fairly detailed 
monographs on some of the basic problems of the price-system. They deal with the 
rate of interest, the rate of exchange, price theory and business behaviour, industrial 
analysis in economics, agriculture and the price mechanism, and the response of labour 
to economic incentives. The authors include Professor R. S. Sayers, Sir Hubert 
Henderson, Professor J. E. Meade and Professor A. J. Brown. (338.5) 


Law 


RUSSELL ON CRIME. A Treatise on Felonies and Misdemeanours. 1oth 


edition by J. W. Cecil Turner. 2 vols. Stevens & Sons, 210s. R8. 2,065 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


Russell on Crime is the standard treatise on indictable crimes in England and Wales, 
i.e. those acts or omissions for which the ordinary remedy is trial by indictment before 
a jury. It does not include the law relating to pleading, evidence and procedure general- 
ly at criminal trials. The appearance of the new Russell is a major event in law publish- 
ing. The first edition is dated 1819 and the last was published in 1936. The text has been 
rewritten to a large extent for this edition, giving greater prominence to the historical 
development of the more important crimes and with an emphasis on the underlying 
legal principle. It will be kept up to date by periodical supplements. There are nine 
parts to Vol. 1. Part 1 comprises introductory chapters and then follow statements of 
the law dealing with offences against international oe the security, of the state, crown 
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rights, religion, public peace, the administration of justice, public office, and lastly, 
eieaces against the person, status and reputation of individuals. Parts 10 and 11 are in 
Vol. 2. The former, headed “Offences against Property, Public or Private’ has 45 
sections, each relating to different crimes. Part 11 deals with public nuisances and 
offences relating to trade. Some idea of the scale of this work is apparent from the 
references to over 350 statutes and to nearly 5,000 reported cases. This new edition 
will quickly become indispensable to those interested professionally or academically 
in the criminal law. The editor is a barrister-at-law and University lecturer in law in 
the University of Cambridge. (343.0042) 


THE STATUTES. 3rd revised edition in 32 volumes covering the period to 
December 31, 1948, together with two volumes of the Index to the 
Statutes in Force, 1948, one volume of the Chronological Table of the 
Statutes, 1950 and one volume of the Church Assembly Measures, revised, 
1920-1948. H.M. Stationery Office, 65 guineas, the 36 vols. (not sold 
separately). IM8. 

Since the decision, in 1947, to prepare for a third revised edition of the Statutes, a 

number of Acts of Parliament have been passed eliminating from the Statute book 

much out-of-date legislation and providing for a more rational grouping of topics. 

The new edition contains in chronological order all the Public General Acts passed by 

Parliament since 1235 which were still in force at the end of 1948 except certain Acts 

(relating only to matters within the competence of Parliaments other than that of 

the United Kingdom) which are omitted under statutory authority. Earlier Statutes 

not in English are translated. Chronological tables in each volume refer to all legis- 
lation passed during the period covered and either give reasons for its partial or total 
omission or give the relevant page reference. There is a subject index at the end of each 
volume. The preparation of this new edition is a great achievement. The usefulness of 
this official edition, to which references in all subsequent enactments will relate, need 


hardly be emphasized. (346.1) 


INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH LAW. Philip S. James. Butterworth, 12s.6d. 
D8. 447 pages. Tables. Index. 
The author, a barrister-at-law and formerly Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, has 
arranged his work in three parts. Part I contains chapters on the nature, classification 
and sources of law, its administration, first principles (outlines of procedure and 
evidence, legal rights and ownership and possession) and personality, status and 
capacity. In the second part, on ‘Public Law’, the author summarizes the law of 
the constitution, commercial law and state responsibility (the legal background of the 
welfare state). In the five chapters of Part 3, on ‘Private Law’, the author covers the 
law of contract, torts, real and personal property, trusts and the law of succession. 
This well-written book should prove a useful guide for beginners studying law, for the 
interested layman and, not least, for the foreign reader looking for a single book 
dealing with the whole field of English law. (347) 


PRINCIPLES OF THE COMMON LAw [originally based on Indermaur’s 
Common Law]. A. M. Wilshere and B. Chedlow. 6th edition. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 52s.6d. D8. 893 pages. Tables. Index. 


This is a well-known work on English common law. The first edition by Indermaur 
appeared in 1876 and went through twelve editions up to 1914. This is the 6th edition 
since 1922, all under Mr. Wilshere’s editorship. The work now appears in one volume 
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instead of two. Parts I and II deal with the main content of common law, giving the 
principles of the law of contracts and torts. Part III is entitled “Mercantile Contracts’ 
and includes a new section on hire, hire-purchase and credit sales. For the sake of com~ 
pleteness there has also been included, as Part IV, a shorter section dealing with 
arbitration. This new edition, giving decisions up to December 1950, should prove a 
useful text-book for law students preparing for examinations in contract, tort and 
commercial law. It should also be very useful to those abroad who wish to learn the 
legal aspects of English mercantile practice. The editors are barristers-at-law. (347) 


LEWIN S PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE LAW OF TRUSTS. T. Lewin- 
15th edition by R.C.-H. Horne. Sweet & Maxwell, 105s. R8. 1,188 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


This is the standard practitioner’s treatise on a foremost branch of English law. First 
published in 1837, the 14th edition appeared in 1939. Since then, the changes in the law 
have been numerous but not of major importance. There are three main parts to the 
book. Part I deals with the definition, classification and creation of trusts, Part II deals 
exhaustively with trustees, and the third part covers the various equitable interests 
involved. The last part comprises a short chapter on the liability of trustees for payment 
of death duties. This edition will be kept up to date by means of periodical cumulative 
supplements, the first of which is issued with the main work. (347.2) 


A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY WITH 
REFERENCES TO THE FRENCH CODE AND CIVIL LAW. J. P. 
Benjamin. 8th edition by Sir D. L. Finnemore and A. E. James. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 110s. R8. 1,140 pages. Tables. Index. 

It is gratifying to see a new edition of this standard practitioner’s treatise on the English 

law of the contract of sale of goods. The first edition appeared in 1868, and the last in 

1931. This work follows the conventional arrangement of earlier editions except that 

chapters are divided by sub-headings. It is divided into five books dealing with the 

formation of the contract, the effect of the contract in passing property, the avoidance 
of, and performance of, and breach of the contract, respectively. Of the editors, Sir 

Donald Finnemore is a high court judge and Mr. James a barrister-at-law. (347.4) 


A TEXT-BOOK OF THE LAW OF TORT. Sir P. H. Winfield. sth edition. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 40s. D8. 727 pages. Tables. Index. 

The fact that this is the fifth edition since 1937 is an indication both of the usefulness 

of Sir Percy Winfield’s standard text-book and of the rapidly developing nature of the 

English law of tort. In this edition, references to over one hundred new decisions have 


been incorporated. The author is Emeritus Professor of English Law in the University 
of Cambridge. (347.5) 


THE LAW OF EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. B. A. Milne. 
Stevens & Sons, 4s. sC8. 114 pages. Index. Paper bound. (* This is the Law’ 
Series) 

This book is written for the layman and is intended to assist those who find themselves 

called upon to administer the estate of a deceased person. The chapters follow the 

normal order of the legal process involved. The first is on executors and administra- 
tors, there follow chapters on obtaining probate or letters of administration, on 
collecting assets and paying the debts, on distribution under a will and under an 
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intestacy, and, finally, on trusts and trustees. An appendix shows rates of Estate Duty. 
The author is a barrister-at-law. This should prove to be a helpful guide and it fully 
maintains the standard of this series. (347.6) 


LAW OF SUCCESSION IN SCOTLAND. Report of the Committee of 
Inquiry. Scottish Home Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 
30 pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 8144) 

The report of a committee set up in 1949 to inquire into and to recommend what 

alterations are necessary or desirable in the law of Scotland regarding intestate succes- 

sion, the legal rights of spouses and children, and the law of succession in relation to 
adopted persons and adopters. The principal recommendations are that, subject to 
certain exceptions, the law of primogeniture should be abolished in intestate succession, 
and there should be no differentiation between the sexes; that all property, heritable or 
movable, should devolve according to the same rules; that more generous provision be 
made for a surviving spouse; and that adopted children should be placed in the same 
position as the lawful children of an adopter. (347.6) 


LAW FROM OVER THE BORDER. A Short Account of a Strange Juris- 
diction. Andrew Dewar Gibb. W. Green & Son (Edinburgh), 20s. D8. 
151 pages. Tables. Index. 

Since the Act of Union, 1707, the House of Lords has been the final Scottish court of 

appeal in civil cases. The members of the House of Lords sitting to hear appeals from 

Scotland were for long as unsympathetic towards, as they were ignorant about, a 

system of law quite different from the English Common Law and founded on Roman 

law. Professor Gibb’s essay is divided into two main periods—from 1707 to the 
beginning of Lord Eldon’s Chancellorship in 1801 and from.then until 1876 when the 

appointment for the first time of a Scottish judge to the House of Lords removed a 

gross anomaly. The period since 1876 is dealt with more summarily. The author’s 

conclusion is that during the past 240 years any benefits from this judicial association 

with England have on the whole been outweighed by disadvantages. (347.9) 


THE JUSTICES’ HANDBOOK. A Guide to Law, Evidence and Procedure in 
Magistrates’ Courts. J. P. Eddy. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 12s.6d. C8. 
238 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first statute dealing with the appointment of Justices of the Peace was enacted in 

1327 and since then they have played a major part in English local government. The 

importance of their judicial work at the present time is indicated by the fact that 

99.7 per cent of the criminal cases that are brought in this country are disposed of in 

magistrates’ courts. Although Justices always have the benefit of the advice of their 

Clerks on matters of law, there is no doubt of the value to them of this clear and 

concise guide, especially to those recently appointed. The first part of the book deals 

with their judicial duties, Part 2 with the provisions of the Justices of the Peace Act, 

1949, while Part 3 comprises a chapter summarizing their non-judicial duties. Appen- 

dices give tables of sentences and penalties, specimens of forms and lists of persons and 

organizations concerned with magistrates’ courts. Since the first edition in 1947, two 
important statutes have been passed, the Criminal Justice Act, 1948, and the Justices of 
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the Peace Act, 1949, and the new edition includes changes brought about by these and 
other acts and court decisions. The author is a King’s Counsel and a stipendiary 
magistrate. (347.96) 


Administration 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN vicTortA. Alan Davies. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 6s. D8. 
102 pages. Tables. Graphs. Bibliographical footnotes. 


In this short but carefully documented work the author covers the field of local 
government in Victoria and makes passing comparisons with practices in other 
Australian States. He pays special attention to three questions which, he says, provide 
clear limits to municipal development—the municipal area, the revenue base, and the 
councillors themselves—and his suggestions for municipal reform merit considera- 
tion. The chapter devoted to Greater Melbourne and its problems will interest many 
students of the administration of a large metropolis. Mr. Davies is a lecturer in political 
science in the University of Melbourne. (352.0945) 


JUSTICE AND ADMINISTRATIVE LAW. A Study of the British Consti- 
tution. W. A. Robson. 3rd edition. Stevens & Sons, 30s. D8. 707 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


One of the most striking developments in the British constitution during the past 
half-century has been the acquisition of judicial power by departments of state ek 
other bodies and persons outside the courts of law. This book, the earlier editions of 
which have established for it a high reputation, examines in detail the nature and scope 
of the judicial functions exercised in this way, analyses the reasons for such develop- 
ment and evaluates the advantages and disadvantages which result therefrom. The 
author approaches the subject primarily as a constitutional lawyer but also considers it 
from the viewpoints of psychology and political science. He considers that adminis- 
trative justice arises in connection with the great new social services undertaken by the 
State; that it is no temporary development; and that it will become of increasing im- 
portance. The period since 1947, when the second edition appeared, has seen an un- 
paralleled development arising from legislation dealing with transport, national health 
and insurance, town and country planning and other subjects, and has made a new edi- 
tion necessary. Dr. Robson is a barrister-at-law and Professor of Public Administra- 
tion in the University of London. (354.42) 


PRINCIPLES OF AUSTRALIAN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW. W. Friedmann. 
Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University 
Press (London), 12s.6d. D8. 118 pages. Bibliographies. Index. 

With the idea that English books in this field are now inadequate for Australian needs, 

the author has set out to systematize the information available and provide a guide for 

students as well as public servants and others concerned with the legal aspects of public 
administration. Readers will welcome Professor Friedmann’s clear treatment of com- 
plex material, as in Chapter XII, ‘The Problem of Administrative Justice’, where the 
numcrous administrative tribunals of Australia are classified for the first time. Until 
his recent appointment to a Chair at the University of Toronto, the author was 
Professor of Public Law in the University of Melbourne. (354.94) 
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Military and Naval Discipline 

FIRST (AND SECOND) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO 
CONSIDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE UNDER THE 
NAVAL DISCIPLINE ACT, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. and od. 
sR8. 58 : 24 pages. Paper bound. (Command Papers 8094 and 8119) 


COURTS-MARTIAL PROCEDURE AND ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 
IN THE ARMED FORCES. Conclusions of His Majesty’s Government on 
the Recommendations of the Army and Air Force Courts-Martial Com- 
mittee, 1946, and the Committee appointed to consider the Administration 
of Justice under the Naval Discipline Act, 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 
od. sR8. 24 pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 8141) 

Changes in authority and procedure of courts-martial and in the administration of 

justice generally in the British armed forces have been considered since the end of the 

war. The report of the Army and Air Force Courts-Martial Committee, 1946, was 
published in 1946 (Command Paper 7608). Now the reports of the committee for the 

Royal Navy, under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice Pilcher, have appeared. The first 

relates to the naval court-martial system, and the second to the system of summary 

justice. The last title set out above gives the Government’s decisions on the recom- 
mendations regarding the three services. It shows those accepted, those where a final 
decision has not been enacted and those rejected. (350.133)(355.233) 


Welfare: Red Cross 
WARRIOR WITHOUT WEAPONS. Marcel Junod. Translated from the 
French by Edward Fitzgerald. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. 1C8. 318 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
The author, a Swiss doctor, spent ten years as a delegate of the Red Cross International 
Committee on the battlefronts of the world, striving to remind governments and 
military commands of their agreements. His story begins in 1936 when he was sent to 
Abyssinia to organize the services there at the time of the Italian invasion, and where 
later he was a witness of the utter disregard of the Red Cross flag by Italian airmen. He 
then tells of the almost insuperable difficulties encountered during the two-and-a-half 
years of the Spanish civil war. When the Second World War began, his experiences 
qualified him for the more dangerous missions of the Red Cross; he was in Poland, 
Germany, France, Greece and Russia. From Moscow he travelled across Siberia to 
Manchuria to investigate Japanese treatment of prisoners of war, and in 1945 his battle 
for humaneness ended at Hiroshima. The book is written with restraint and rare 
ability, and is a valuable addition to the literature of war. (361.53) 
Insurance 
GENERAL AVERAGE AND THE YORK-ANTWERP RULES, 1950. 
Including their application to Marine Insurance. Victor Dover. Stone & 
Cox, 12s.6d. sC8. 127 pages. Index. 
General average is a long-established principle of maritime law and is the contribution 
which the proprietors of a ship, cargo and freight make towards the loss sustained by any 
one of their number whose property has been sacrificed for the common safety. The 
York-Antwerp Rules, first drawn up in 1890 and revised in 1903, 1924, and 1950, have 
provided a generally accepted international code to govern the adjustment of general 
average. This book gives the 1924 and 1950 rules with a commentary and also the 
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relevant Rules of Practice of the Association of Average Adjusters. It also considers 
questions of marine insurance which arise. The author was for twenty years Secretary 
of the Insurance Institute of London. (368.2) 


Education 


PSYCHOLOGY AND ITS BEARING ON EDUCATION. C. W. Valentine. 
Methuen, 18s. C8. 692 pages. 15 tables. 12 figures. Indexes. 
Dr. Valentine’s valuable new text-book is written ‘for teachers, youth-leaders and 
others interested in education . . . also for social workers in other spheres’, and the 
result is a good general introduction to the development of character and the function- 
ing of the mental processes, based on the student’s own mental experience, and 
illustrated by many examples from the author’s wide educational knowledge. Topics 
discussed include the psychology of learning and remembering; general intelligence and 
special abilities; individual differences; the acquisition of skills; training in reasoning; 
educational and vocational guidance; backward, problem and delinquent children; 
and the appreciation of beauty and aesthetic education. An appendix briefly explains 
the most essential statistical methods applied to psychology and education. (370.15) 


THE STORY OF WESTMINSTER COLLEGE, 1851-1951. F.C. Pritchard. 
Epworth Press, 12s.6d. D8. 221 pages. Frontispiece and 11 illustrations. 
Index. 

This year Westminster College, London, celebrates the centenary of its foundation as 

a Methodist training-college for teachers. The author of this history of the college who 

himself received his training at the college writcs with an intimate knowledge of his 

subject and a deep understanding of its spirit and traditions. The present Principal, 

Mr. J. S. Ross, contributes a foreword. (370.73421) 


THE ALLOCATION OF PRIMARY SCHOOL LEAVERS TO COURSES 
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION. First Interim Report. A. F. Watts and 
Patrick Slater. George Newnes for The National Foundation for Educational 
Research in England and Wales, 7s.6d. D8. 68 pages. 3 figures. Tables. 
(Publications of The National Foundation for Educational Research in England 
and Wales, No. 2) 

This is the first interim report of the research initiated by the Foundation into the 

problem of how best to allocate children of secondary school age to courses best suited 

to their abilities and aptitudes, and so fulfil the requirements of the Education Act of 

1944. Part I deals with criteria for use in assessing allocation procedures. Part II, Work 

in Progress, describes the experimental work already undertaken in the inquiry. Part 

III discusses the relevance of methods of factor analysis and multiple regression. 

(371.212) 

VISUAL AND AURAL AIDS. A report of the Advisory Council on Educa- 
tion in Scotland. Scottish Education Department. H.M. Stationery Office 
(Edinburgh), 1s.6d. sR8. $5 pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 8102) 

In January 1947, the Advisory Council was asked by the Secretary of State for Scotland 

‘to consider the use of visual and aural aids in primary and secondary schools in 

Scotland, and to make recommendations’. Further education was later included in the 

scope of the survey. The report now published, whose recommendations have still to 

be considered by the Secretary of State, will be of interest to all who are concerned with 


425 








the use of these teaching aids. Many are new to the schools, and their use is still experi- 
mental, although it has to be remembered, as the report points out, that the most 
important visual aid at the command of the teacher in the classroom is the blackboard. 

(371.335) 
SOCIAL EXPERIENCE IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL. E. B. Warr. Methuen, 

7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. Table. (Contributions to Modern Education) 

This book is based on ideas put forward in the Ministry of Education’s White Paper 
Educational Reconstruction, published in 1943. The emphasis is on the social aspect of 
children’s experience. Early chapters describe in detail the way in which the sponta- 
neous play of children of five years developed into group activity which persisted for 
several weeks, and show how incidental work in various skills grew out of play 
activity, how group discussion developed, and the degree of co-operation attained. 
Later chapters describe opportunities that may be given for the broadening of social 
experience so that education becomes, in the words of the Ministry’s White Paper, ‘a 
process of gradually widening horizons, from the family to the local community, from 
the community to the nation, from the nation to the world’. Detailed descriptions of 
actual work done with groups of children are given. The appendix offers suggestions 
of materials for practical work, preparation for nature walks, school journeys and a 
list of books for further reading. (372.21) 


MODERN LANGUAGES IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS. Scottish Education 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 1s.3d. L.Post 8. 31 pages. 
Paper bound. 

One of a series of booklets dealing with the various subjects of the curriculum in 

Scottish Secondary Schools, this publication first sets out the aims of modern language 

study and, after commenting on the disappointing extent of the achievement of these 

aims, urges the need for reform in teaching methods. There follow chapters on the 
planning of the modern language course, detailed suggestions for carrying it out, and 
some notes on the organization of modern language courses in the work of the school. 

(373) 


TECHNICAL SUBJECTS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS. Scottish Education 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 1s.9d. L.Post 8. 49 pages. 
Paper bound. 

A further pamphlet in the series dealing with various subjects of the curriculum in 

Scottish Secondary Schools, this publication has chapters on craftwork, technical 

drawing, applied mechanics, and the teaching of backward pupils. Summaries of 

courses are given. Emphasis is laid on the educational as distinct from the purely 
instructional aims of the course, and on the importance both of quality of workmanship 

and of correct methods in the development of high technical efficiency. (373) 


THE YEARBOOK OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
1951. Edited by J. F. Foster. 28th issue. Bell for The Association of Univer- 
sities of the British Commonwealth, 37s.6d. C8. 1,448 pages. Index of names. 
General index. 

This comprehensive and very useful reference book contains entries for the various 

university institutions of the British Commonwealth, consisting of a directory of staff 

of some twenty-five thousand names; general information about each university and 
college, including fees, scholarships, degree and diploma courses, etc.; and reports of 
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events of interest which occurred in the previous academic year. Introductory 
chapters relate to the history, regulations and practice of the universities in the different 
countries, and appendices deal with university admission, post-graduate awards, the 
universities of the U.S.A., and the Inter-University Council for Higher Education in 
the Colonies. Entries for the universities of Eire are included in Appendix VI. A com- 
plete index of names and a very full general index render the yearbook easy to handle. 
Mr. J. F. Foster is the Secretary of the Association of Universities of the British Com- 
monwealth. (378.058) 


NEWMAN S UNIVERSITY: IDEA AND REALITY. Fergal McGrath. 
Longmans, Green, 30s. D8. $52 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
In this detailed and scholarly account of Cardinal Newman’s connection with the 
Catholic University of Ireland, Father McGrath has sought to correct the incomplete 
and somewhat misleading account in Wilfrid Ward’s biography. These years, which 
occasioned the writing of Newman’s Idea of a University and other essays on academic 
subjects, are revealed more clearly through Father McGrath’s researches among much 
unpublished material in the Birmingham Oratory, including private correspondence, 
diaries and memoranda. A picture is given of Irish educational problems of the 1850’s, 
of Newman trying to translate his vision of a University into practice, and the conflict 
of theory and fact in a pioneer experiment whereby his tentative ideas were forged into 
shape, later to affect university reform in England. (378.415) 


Trade 

LETTERS OF A WEST AFRICAN TRADER: EDWARD GRACE, I 767-70. 
With an introduction by T. S. Ashton. Council for the Preservation of 
Business Archives, 8s.6d. M8. 42 pages. 4 plates. Map. Index. 

This first publication of the Council for the Preservation of Business Archives repro- 

duces an interesting series of letters relating to eighteenth-century trading ventures on 

the Senegal coast and in the West Indies, Grace himself being in London aad cor- 

responding with his agents, ships’ captains, and the like. The letters are, consequently, 

full of revealing details on the trading conditions at this time. This booklet is, more- 

over, an example of the mass of entertaining and significant information which may 

be found in early business records. (382.09663 ) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Physics 
THE PRINCIPLES OF CLOUD-CHAMBER TECHNIQUE. J. G. Wilson. 
Cambridge University Press, 15s. D8. 142 pages. 33 figures. 17 tables. 
References. Index. (Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 
This is an authoritative book in a field which has hitherto not been adequately re- 
viewed in book form. The fundamental physics of the condensation and growth of 
drops, of ionization in cloud tracks, and the production of supersaturation, are dis- 
cussed clearly and fully. The basic principles of the operation and control of cloud 
chambers are described in sufficient detail, though the book is in no sense a handbook 
of operational procedures. There are chapters on the technique of precision measure- 
ment and the interpretation of cloud chamber photographs. The book is primarily for 
the research worker who intends to use cloud chambers, but it is also of general interest 
to all physicists. (539.1) 
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Chemistry 
IONIZATION CHAMBERS AND COUNTERS. D.H. Wilkinson. Cambridge 
University Press, 25s. D8. 278 pages. 79 figures. 10 tables. References. Index. 
(Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 
In the first four chapters the author discusses at length the fundamental physics under- 
lying counter operation, including the phenomena of ionization and the electrostatics 
of pulse formation. He then devotes separate chapters to the ionization chamber, the 
proportional counter, and the Geiger counter. Each is discussed in the light of the 
preceding chapters, and the effects of different constructional materials and other 
factors on the performance of the counters is described. There is a final chapter on 
speed and statistics. The author is an expert, and the book is clear, full and authorita- 
tive; no attempt is made to exceed the limits implied by the title, and discussion of the 
applications of the devices and their ancillary electronic circuits, and of crystal and 
scintillation counters is left to other works. (541.2) 


Ethnology 
CASTE: A COMPARATIVE stTuDY. A.M. Hocart. Foreword by Lord 
Raglan. Methuen, 15s. D8. 173 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

It is usually assumed that ‘caste’ is a unique system that has developed only in India 
and that ‘it is found nowhere else’ as J. H. Hutton says in his Caste in India. The thesis 
of this present study is that parallel and comparable systems have existed in Fiji, Persia, 
Samoa and in ancient Greece and Rome, and that, as Lord Raglan says in the preface, 
‘all human communities were originally bodies of persons organized for ritual pur- 
poses’. Whether or not the thesis is proved, the study of social groups in these regions 
may stimulate further inquiry. The book was actually written before 1939. (572) 


Natural History 


NATURE IN DOWNLAND. W. H. Hudson. Dent, 7s.6d. C8. 307 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Uniform Edition) 
This is one of the first volumes in an excellent new uniform edition of Hudson’s works. 
First published in 1900, it is concerned with the natural history—and, inevitably, 
chiefly the bird life—of England’s South Downs at that time. Here are contained some 
of the finest and best known passages of Hudson’s descriptive prose, as well as much of 
great interest to the naturalist. And here also we are made aware of Hudson’s ceaseless 
wonder at, and inquiry into, the meaning of Nature itself, which illuminates so much 
of what he wrote. This volume has also a notable preface by Edward Garnett, written 
shortly after Hudson’s death (1922) and providing a fine appreciation of, and introduc- 
tion to, this writer, whose stature continues to increase. ($74.94225) 


MEASURE OF THE YEAR. Roderick L. Haig-Brown. Collins (Toronto, 
Canada), $3.75. 1C8. 279 pages. 
An account of the turn of the year, as observed in British Columbia, beginning with 
March and following the changing beauties of nature through to February. Mr. 
Haig-Brown knows and appreciates the natural world, observes with precision, and 
writes with skill and grace. He digresses from animals, birds, insects and trees to his 
duties as police magistrate and his pleasure in fishing, which provide anecdotes both 
pathetic and humorous. (574.9711) 
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Zoology 


A HIND IN RICHMOND PARK. W.H. Hudson. Dent, 7s.6d. C8. 346 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Uniform Edition) 
Hudson’s last book (published in 1922, the year of his death), and one in which more 
than any other he attempted to express a personal philosophy based on his own ob- 
servation of birds and beasts. His powers as writer and naturalist are nowhere better 
displayed than here. His descriptions of common natural phenomena show that 
Hudson not merely observed with extraordinary accuracy and detail but was able to 
record his observations in charming and lucid prose. Hudson had the courage to make 
his own interpretations of what he saw, realizing, always, that there is more in nature 
than science can ever explain. (591.5) 


NATURE THROUGH THE YEAR. Frances Pitt. Macmillan, 18s. D8. 307 pages. 
133 illustrations. 
This book, by one of the best-known popular writers on natural history, is divided into 
one chapter for each week of the year. Most of the space is taken up by descriptions of 
wild and tame animals, their appearance, their habits, and those special features which 
give them their personality, a favourite subject of Miss Pitt’s. Not every chapter is 
strictly topical, for some are devoted to generalized notes, such as that on “How to 
know a bird’, which is full of useful advice for the beginner. The book is well illus- 
trated with photographs, many of them very charming, of the birds and animals dis- 
cussed, but would be improved by the addition of an index. Essentially for the town- 
dweller and beginner as a student of natural history, it should have a wide appeal 
among such a public. (s91.5) 


re] 

AUSTRALIAN SHELLS. With Related Animals Living in the Sea, in Fresh- 
water and on the Land. Joyce Allan. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia): 
Phoenix House (London), 60s. C4. 470 pages. 44 plates. Text figures. 
Glossary. Index. 

The author, the Curator of Shells in the Australian Museum, Sydney, and the first 

woman to be admitted as F.R.Z.S., has here compiled a comprehensive work, which, 

while written primarily for the general reader lacking scientific training, should be of 
value to well informed students of conchology. Popular as well as scientific nomen- 


clature is used throughout the book, and the author’s illustrations, many of them in 
colour, should be of material value in identifying specimens. (594.0994) 


BIRDS AND MEN. The Bird Life of British Towns, Villages, Gardens and 
Farmland. E. M. Nicholson. Collins, 21s. D8. 272 pages. 42 colour, 
41 black-and-white photographs. Bibliographical notes. Indexes. (The 
New Naturalist Series) 

The first volume on birds in this series is by one of the outstanding ornithologists of 

today. He discusses the effects on bird life, and especially on those species which live 

close to, or among, men, of past and present civilization. Early chapters are devoted to 

a general discussion of town and farm birds, and are followed by more detailed life 

histories of the more important species which share their habitats with us, in town and 

country. Finally, possible future developments are considered, and the picture is, 
surprisingly, an optimistic one, although we are more likely to see an increase in 
certain already successful species, than the re-establishment or spread of rare ones. 
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Apart from the great charm of Mr. Nicholson’s writing, and the really superb quality 
of most of the illustrations, this book has considerable scientific value, especially in 
countries whose population is as dense and urbanized as that of Britain, and where 
the subject of fauna conservation is now receiving close study. In many ways, in fact, 
this book will have perhaps the widest appeal, especially outside Britain, of any volume 
in this series so far. (598.2942) 


MANKA, THE SKY GIPSyY. The Story of a Wild Goose. “BB’. 2nd edition. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. D8. 282 pages. 43 illustrations. 
First published in 1939, this was at once recognized as an important account of wild 
life. The author, better known perhaps for his numerous books on sporting natural 
history, tells the life story of a wild goose. The main theme of the story, with its alter- 
nation between the Arctic breeding grounds of the geese and their winter home in 
Britain, is the perennial determination of Foxy, an old wildfowler, to add Manka’s 
body to the bag of his winter’s shooting. The most is made of opportunities for 
describing the wild marshes and mud-flats, BB’s favourite scenes. Thus, there is 
much fine descriptive writing, as well as much well-observed natural history, before 
this fine tale reaches its right and inevitable ending. Good black-and-white illustrations 
by Denys Watkins-Pitchford ornament the text. (598.41) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medicine and Surgery 
FIFTY YEARS OF MEDICINE. A Symposium from the British Medical 
Journal. British Medical Association, 15s. sR8. 338 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
A survey of the progress of medicine between 1 January 1900 and 31 December 1949, 
published in the British Medical Journal of 7 January 1950, provided so interesting a 
record of achievement that the editor decided to issue it in more convenient book form. 
To this study of medicine during the first half of the century well-known specialists 
have contributed chapters which combine to give a fair summary of remarkable 
progress. As the editor points out in his preface, more space might have been given to 
paediatrics and gynaecology, otherwise practitioners and laymen will find here an 
adequate account of the development of the century’s medicine. (610.9) 


A MEDICAL HISTORY OF PERSIA AND THE EASTERN CALIPHATE 
FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES UNTIL THE YEAR A.D. 1932. Cyril 
Elgood. Cambridge University Press, 50s. R8. 629 pages. Plates. References. 
Index. 


This medical history by the late Physician to H.B.M. Legation, Teheran, covering the 
subject from the earliest times to the present day, besides being a valuable work of 
reference is a fascinating book to read. Modern Arabic scholars have dealt adequately 
with the great Persian physicians who wrote in Arabic, but they have neglected the 
history of Persian medicine before the coming of Islam and after the invasion of the 
Mongols. This is therefore the first complete history of Persian medicine, which is as 
important to a general history of medicine as are the contributions of Persian art and 
literature to a world history of those subjects. In the preface Dr. Elgood is explicit as to 
his sources, and throughout the book is well documented, thus pointing the way to 
future historians. The study is obviously the work of one who has delighted in his 
subject. The few plates are well chosen, and the general appearance of the book most 
attractive. (610.955) 
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RECENT ADVANCES IN CHEMOTHERAPY. Vol. 2. G. M. Findlay. 3rd 
edition. Churchill, 36s. 1C8. 607 pages. Diagrams. Tables. References. 
Index. (Recent Advances Series) 

The author, who is a specialist in tropical medicine and served from 1942-6 as 

Consulting Physician, West Africa Command, devotes to the chemotherapy of 

malaria Vol. 2 of this comprehensive study, the third edition of which is being pub- 

lished in four volumes (it was previously issued in one volume). The book is a mine of 
information on every aspect of a highly specialized subject, particularly as Dr. Findlay 
traces recent advances from their earlier stages of development. Excellent documenta- 

tion adds greatly to the value of this standard reference book. (615.1) 


CHEMISTRY AND THERAPEUTICS OF SYNTHETIC DRUGS. A Reference 
Book for Medical: Men, Pharmacists, Chemists and Students. J. W. 
Keyser. Foreword by W. H. Linnell. George Newnes, 42s. D8. 470 pages. 
7 figures. Tables. Indexes. 


This book presents a comprehensive survey of the synthetic organic chemicals which 
now form so large a part of the materia medica. The various types of therapeutic agents 
are grouped in chapters under functional headings, such as “sedatives and hypnotics’, 
‘antibacterials’ and so on; within these groups individual drugs are brought together 
where possible into chemically related series in which relationships between structure 
and activity may be sought. Methods of synthesis, both experimental and commercial, 
are outlined in many cases, though the author is mainly concerned with the physio- 
logical actions and uses of the substances discussed. The various theories of drug action 
and metabolism as influenced by chemical structure are reviewed in three final 
chapters. The book is fully documented with references to the chemical, pharmacolo- 
gical and medical literature. A useful feature is an alphabetical index to the numerous 
proprietary names which complicate drug terminology to an increasing extent. (615.2) 


MEDICAL TREATMENT. Principles and their Application. Edited by 
Geoffrey Evans. Butterworth, toss. IR8. 1,490 pages. Illustrations. References. 
Index. 

The editor, Consulting Physician, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, has assembled 

a distinguished team to write detailed accounts of the treatment of the diseases in which 

they specialize. Regarding the scope of the work, Dr. Evans mentions in the preface 

that techniques involving the use of syringe and needle are included, while those 
involving the use of the knife are excluded, except for an occasional general description. 

Medical Treatment, with its dietary tables, designed to increase physical and mental 

vigour, and articles on breast and artificial feeding of healthy infants, rehabilitation, 

upgrading of sub-standard individuals to A1 category and other subjects, reflects the 
present-day interest in the prevention of disease and the promotion of positive health. 

The arrangement of the book is alphabetical; diseases are described separately or are 

grouped, again alphabetically, under a more general subject, such as Cardiovascular 

Diseases, Endocrine Disorders. Review articles are provided on general therapeutic 

measures, such as nuclear physics, chemotherapy of cancer and physical methods of 

treatment in psychiatry, and on symptomatic treatment in the chapters on dehydra- 
tion and blood transfusion. Methods of treatment are quickly found in this reference 

book for practitioners, and are clearly and concisely described. (616) 
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A TEXTBOOK OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. Various authors. 
Edited by Frederick W. Price. 8th edition. Oxford University Press, 45s. 
D8. 2,121 pages. 87 illustrations. Index. 


The interest in Price’s “Practice of Medicine’, which has been in the past almost as keen 
overseas as in the United Kingdom, will undoubtedly be maintained by the present 
edition. Much of the book has been rewritten, alterations have been made in the general 
arrangement, classification and nomenclature, new matter included, and articles added 
on many subjects, such as antibiotics, injuries from nuclear fission, chronic intermit- 
tent juvenile jaundice and rehabilitation of the paraplegic. The aim of the editor is still 
to present a comprehensive survey of the whole practice of medicine in text-book 
form, giving prominence to diagnosis, prognosis and treatment, for the use of 
consulting physicians, practitioners and senior students. (616) 


DISEASES OF THE HEART AND CIRCULATION. Paul Wood. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode for The Practitioner, 70s. R8. 621 pages. Illustrations, including 
coloured plates. References. Index. 


The Director, Institute of Cardiology, London, fills a gap in British medical literature 
with this comprehensive text-book of cardiology, to which the student can turn for 
basic physiology and clinical medicine, the practitioner for assistance in the detailed 
descriptions of diagnosis and treatment, and the specialist in other medical fields for an 
up-to-date exposition of the whole subject. Although the author in the introduction 
warns the advanced academic cardiologist and research worker that the book is not for 
them, its excellent documentation may well prove useful to them also. The first three 
chapters are devoted to methods of examination and the next three to physiological 
disturbances occurring in any form of heart disease. Chapters 7-21 then describe 
particular forms of cardiovascular disease classified by aetiology. (616.12) 


SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF PNEUMOCONIOSIS AMONG COAL- 
MINERS IN SOUTH WALES. P. Hugh Jones and Charles Fletcher. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.od. sR8. 54 pages. 5 figures. 16 tables. Paper bound. 
( Medical Research Council Memorandum, No. 25) 


This memorandum is an account of the most thorough investigation so far made into 
the social consequences of an industrial disease. It deals chiefly with unemployment, 
in this case the most serious consequence, and discusses various measures proposed to 
deal with it. The style of presentation is adapted for the benefit of those who have no 
medical knowledge and are unused to the study of scientific papers. (616.24) 


THE CONQUEST OF MALARIA. J. Jaramillo-Arango. Heinemann, 21s. D8. 
138 pages. 36 illustrations. Index. 


Far from being a medical treatise, this is a most entertaining book which can be read 
by the general reader; it recalls the history of the struggle against malaria—which is 
stated to claim throughout the world 800 million victims and cause 3 million deaths 
a year. From 1492 until very recent times, the battle has been fought with quinine and 
its products, which were introduced to the western world following the discovery of 
America. The author examines exhaustively the many vexed questions arising from 
the history of the cinchona bark, and affords a mine of bibliographical references to 
ancient books and manuscripts, many of which are shown in the illustrations. The 
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later part of the book brings the story up to the development of the drug paludrine. 
Seventeen of the illustrations are portraits of significant men in the history of this epic 
campaign. (616.936) 


INJURIES OF THE KNEE JOINT. I. S. Smillie. 2nd edition. Livingstone, 
sos. R8. 401 pages. Illustrations, some coloured. Index. 


Mr. Smillie, whose interest in knee-joint injuries was stimulated by his war-time 
experience in an emergency hospital, has, after five years, revised his monograph, 
which is now based on a series of 9,000 cases. More detail on less known subjects is 
included in this edition, and there are more case records and statistics. One hundred and 
seven new illustrations have been added to an already well illustrated work, which will 
continue to be a useful guide to those who are new to this type of injury. (617.58) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN OPHTHALMOLOGY. Sir Stewart Duke-Elder and 
Allen J. B. Goldsmith. 4th edition. Churchill, 28s. D8. 384 pages. Ilus- 
trations, including 6 coloured plates. References. Index. (Recent Advances 
Series) 

The great advances in medicine and in ophthalmology since the appearance of the 

third edition in 1934, have necessitated complete rewriting for this new edition, and 

in this task, the senior author, Sir Stewart Duke-Elder, Surgeon Oculist to H.M. The 

King, is joined by Mr. Goldsmith, Surgeon, Moorfields, Westminster and Central Eye 

Hospital, London. Only one or two of the chapter headings which represented recent 

advances in 1934 have been retained, the rest are subjects which have acquired interest 

during the last few years. The following brief description of the arrangement of the 
book gives an idea of its scope. First, the authors deal with intra-ocular fluids, vitreous 
body, aqueous humour and blood-aqueous barriers. Then follow glaucoma, bacterial 
and virus infections, and chemotherapy and antibiotics. The last few chapters are on 
the physiology and pathology of the cornea and conjunctiva, cataract and finally 
endocrine exophthalmos. In the presentation of the material, the book maintains the 
high standard of this valuable series. (617.7) 


GENETICS IN OPHTHALMOLOGY. Arnold Sorsby. Butterworth, 42s. R8. 
280 pages. Illustrations, including coloured plates. Bibliography. Index. 


The Research Professor in Ophthalmology, Royal College of Surgeons and Royal Eye 
Hospital, London, has written the first English monograph on a subject which has 
assumed greater importance as the number of cases of blindness from infections such 
as smallpox and ophthalmia neonatorum has decreased. The burden of blindness, 
measured in years of blindness rather than in blind individuals, now falls most heavily 
on the young and middle-aged, who suffer largely from myopia and congenital, 
hereditary and environmental defects, which two causes account for twenty per cent 
of all cases of blindness. The measures used to combat infection, which have proved 
effective in reducing the incidence of blindness during the last century, will not bring 
about a further substantial decline, and the study of the constitutional factor, of which 
medical genetics, here dealt with, is one aspect, is the starting point for further pro- 
gress. The monograph is, therefore, of special interest. In the first section, genetic 
principles are considered, in the second, isolated hereditary anomalies, and in the third, 
generalized disorders with ocular aspects. There is a most interesting selective and 
historical bibliography. (617.7) 
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Engineering 

TRANSVERSE CONTRACTIONS AND REACTION STRESSES IN BUTT 
WELDED MILD STEEL PLATES. R. Weck for the Admiralty Ship 
Welding Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 10s.6d. sD4. 52 pages. 
12 figures. 54 diagrams. 9 tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 


The work described in this Report arose from the failures experienced with welded 
ships during the war, mostly in the form of extensive, sudden brittle fractures. There 
was a widespread belief that these fractures were due to residual stresses (defined as 
those stresses induced by welding, cold working, or similar causes, which may exist in 
a structure in the absence of external loading) and particularly to ‘reaction stresses’, 
i.e. residual stresses due to restraints. The investigations here described disclose no 
evidence that such brittle fractures can occur spontaneously in a ductile material under 
the influence of residual stresses alone. There is no reason to suppose, however, that in 
the presence of a notch, and at a sufficiently low temperature, a notch-brittle material 
would not fracture in a brittle manner under residual stress as it would under any other 
type of stress. The Report (dated January 1947) is now made available in view of the 
widespread interest in the subject. (620.17) 


—Mechanical 


THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER'S REFERENCE BOOK, 1951. A Compre- 
hensive Work of Reference, providing a Summary of the Latest Practice 
in all Branches of Electrical Engineering. General Editor: E. Molloy. 
sth edition. George Newnes, sos. C8. 2,144 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


It is inevitable that a work of this nature should need revision fairly frequently—it 
covers so large a field that there are bound to be changes in knowledge and technique 
in some of the sections. This fifth edition contains two new sub-sections on “Ampli- 
dyne Control’ and ‘Ripple Control for Street Lighting’. The book is divided into 
some thirty sections, each of which is a miniature text-book on its subject; portions 
calling for specialist knowledge are contributed by authors eminent in those fields. 
There is a good index and a separate section on ‘Electrical Literature’ containing about 
2,000 references to books, articles, and British Standard Specifications. (621.3) 


VALVE AND CIRCUIT NOISE. A Survey of Existing Knowledge and Out- 
standing Problems. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 94. sR8. 24 pages. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
(Radio Research: Special Report No. 20) 


This report is intended to supplement the publication The Fundamental Research Problems 
of Telecommunications (1948) in the field of radio ‘noise’ originating in the spontaneous 
electrical fluctuations in valve and circuit elements. It covers thermal and valve noise, 
noise in semiconductors and crystal rectifiers, in gas discharges and in magnetic field 
devices and Barkhausen noise; temperature and radiation fluctuations; and statistical 
properties of fluctuation noise. Attention has been paid only to the fundamental 
physical aspects of noise and not to their technical or engineering implications. The 
bibliography includes only authoritative and significant contributions to the subject. 

(621.38413616) 
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THE INDUSTRIAL GAS TURBINE. E. C. Roberson. Temple Press, 8s.6d. 
C8. 168 pages. Frontispiece and 14 plates. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
(Technical Trends Series) 

Although intended for reading by those who have some knowledge of gas turbine 

technology, the book is non-theoretical and is extremely readable. It contains a very 

exhaustive historical outline of gas turbine development, and the section on economics, 
although necessarily based on estimates of doubtful validity, is well presented. Dis- 
appointingly little is contributed on the subject of actual performance or maintenance 
problems, although this is not surprising in view of the reluctance of makers to discuss 
their troubles. It is a pity that no drawings of sets or components are published, although 
several good photographs are included. (621.433) 


AIR COMPRESSORS: CONTROL AND _ INSTALLATION. P. C. Bevis. 
Pitman, 20s. D8. 192 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. 


This book deals in a purely descriptive manner with the problem of maintaining a 
given compressor duty, for either electrical or mechanical control systems. Ancillary 
equipment such as air coolers, fitters, silencers, and receivers also come in for a con- 
siderable amount of attention. (621.51) 


BEARINGS AND HOW TO FIT THEM. Ian Bradley and Norman Hallows. 
Percival Marshall, 3s.6d. sC8. 80 pages. Diagrams. Paper bound. 


This little book contains general information on many types of bearings, amply 
illustrated by examples of the use to which these bearings are put, useful to amateur 
fitters and beginners. The book gives guidance to model makers and users of light 
tools and instruments, but there is no indication of the difficulties which are 
experienced when the bearings described are used to the limit of capacity. It may 
be regarded as a useful book for those who desire, in a handy compact form, 
information on light bearings derived from a large number of sources. (621.822) 


Motor Vehicles 


THE MOTOR TRADE. A Guide to Selling, Servicing and Management. 
H. E. Milburn. The Trader Publishing Co. for The Motor Trader, 21s. D8. 
345 pages. 110 illustrations, including photographs and diagrams. Tables. 
Index. 


The author presents a comprehensive survey of the requirements in regard to layout, 
equipment, machinery, organization, technical and administrative skill, industrial, 
commercial and managerial knowledge essential to the establishment and maintenance 
of a successful motor trade business. Written in simple non-technical language, the 
eighteen chapters contain a wealth of information on current practice, the fruits of 
experience, sound advice, and general knowledge for those engaged in, or about to 
enter, the motor trade. The book raises a few controversial matters; that regarding 
secondhand cars should stimulate thought and promote a clearer understanding of a 
vital problem. As a guide to selling, servicing and management it satisfies a long-felt 
need. It will also serve, in general, as an important book of reference for examination 
students. (629.2138) 
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Agriculture 
AGRICULTURE ON PARADE. Grant MacEwan. Nelson (Toronto, Canada), 
$4.00. IC8. 200 pages. Illustrations. 


A well-presented history of the growth of agricultural fairs in the four western Cana- 
dian provinces and, incidentally, of the agricultural societies which have encouraged 
and sponsored them. Especially during pioneer days when the agricultural possibilities 
of the country were virtually unknown, these fairs did much to encourage the intro- 
duction and improvement of various breeds of livestock and to widen the range and 
quality of horticultural produce. Today the smaller country fair continues to be an 
important event in rural community life, while some exhibitions such as the Calgary 
Stampede have grown and developed other characteristics, but all still contribute to 
Canadian agricultural progress. (630.6471) 


THE SELECTION OF TREE SPECIES. An Ecological Basis of Site Classifi- 
cation for Conditions found in Great Britain and Ireland. Mark L. 
Anderson. Oliver & Boyd, 12s.6d. C8. 168 pages. 21 illustrations. Index. 

The aim of this book, the author writes, is, briefly, ‘to provide . . . some practical 

means of distinguishing and classifying plantable site-types . . .” with especial reference 

to the establishment of forests. So great is the range of such site-types, and also of 
trees that may be planted thereon, in Britain, that a book of this sort has long been 
required. The volume is divided into two parts: ‘The Analytical or Inductive Process’, 
which deals with the study of the planting area and its associated problems, and ‘The 
Synthetic or Deductive Process’, on which the final choice of species is based. The 
illustrations, which are extremely well reproduced, show different natural plant com- 
munities, and these as well as tree communities are discussed at some length. There is 
also a discussion of the various available tree species, from the silvicultural as well as 
the economic and other points of view, and, finally, suggestions of how to deal with 
certain well-established types of site in actual practice. This should prove a most useful 
and stimulating book, wherever afforestation is being undertaken. (634.94822) 


SCIENCE AND THE GLASSHOUSE. William J. C. Lawrence. 2nd edition, 
. revised. Oliver & Boyd, 15s. D8. 190 pages. 26 illustrations. 66 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 
When it first appeared in 1948 this book aimed to set before the public the results of 
many years’ research at the John Innes Horticultural Institution in Hertfordshire on 
glasshouse methods and glasshouse illumination. The first edition was, its author stated, 
a progress report and the present volume carries the report to its next stage. The new 
matter mainly concerns the section dealing with illumination, including for example 
fresh information on the comparisons of morning and afternoon light, diffused light 
and sunlight. The rest of the book is virtually the same, with its division into three 
parts, dealing with the John Innes composts, methods of cultivation, and natural 
illumination in glasshouses respectively. (635) 


THE MODERN FLORIST. Various authors. C. Arthur Pearson, 35s. C4. 
256 pages. 4 colour, 64 monochrome plates. Drawings in text. Index. 
Sixteen well-known experts on various aspects of the florist’s trade have contributed 
to this book, which is intended to serve as a complete guide for the established worker 
as well as the beginner or apprentice. Typical chapters deal with ‘Prolonging the Life 
of Cut Flowers’; ‘Flower Jewellery’; ‘How to start a Business’; ‘Flower Order Relay 
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Systems’; four appendices cover detailed aspects, and one of them gives the Examina- 
tion syllabus of the New Zealand Professional Florists. The chapters dealing with 
details of floral arrangement will be of great value to the beginner, while those on the 
business aspects should assist even those already well established. On the other hand, 
the book loses somewhat by being oldfashioned in layout and not very easy to handle. 
The illustrations, which cover many practical points, are good, and there are many 
useful tables of facts and figures. (635.966) 


sILAGE. A Guide to the Grading and Feeding of Silage. Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 22 pages. Paper 
bound. 


Research workers, advisers and farmers have long been seeking a quick method of 
judging the feeding value of particular examples of silage, and investigations have been 
carried on for some years to devise such a method. The grading scheme presented in 
this guide has been devised to enable the protein and feeding values of silage to be 
assessed in the field by sight, touch, and smell. It recognizes that the feeding value of 
silage largely depends on two independent factors: (1) the dry-matter content of the 
silage; and (2) the protein content of the dry matter. Ration charts are provided, where 
basic rations, containing silage of varying amounts and qualities, are given for different 
classes of cattle. (636.208552) 


Dogs 
THE DOG OWNER’S GuIDE. Eric Fitch Daglish. Dent, 10s.6d. C8. 
254 pages. 98 illustrations. Index. 

After a general chapter of advice for beginners, this book discusses the various groups 
of dogs from the point of view of the prospective owner. Each breed is described in 
detail, and the especial points of interest or usefulness of each are also given. Stress is 
laid on the fact that large and sporting dogs should not be kept in towns, and on the 
general responsibilities of the owner as regards exercise and training if the most is to 
be got from any dog, either as companion or working animal. There follow chapters 
dealing with feeding and exercise and management generally, with breeding and 
showing and illness. This should prove a really useful book for the beginner and it also 
contains much valuable and interesting information for those who are already dog 
owners. (636.7) 


DOG MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING. Elliott Blackiston. Herbert Jenkins, 
12s.6d. D8. 192 pages. 60 illustrations. Index. 


First published in America, this book has become widely recognized as a most useful 
work on the training of dogs. Although a good deal of space is given to training for 
Obedience Trials and other special tests, it is in fact written for the ordinary dog-owner 
who wishes to have a properly trained dog. Throughout the book it is emphasized that 
the onus for proper behaviour on the part of the dog lies, in fact, with the trainer, who 
is responsible for the final result. This applies whether the dog is a household pet being 
taught the minimum of commands to make it a pleasant companion, or a fully-trained 
competition animal. A whole chapter is devoted to each of the basic commands, and 
details are fully illustrated. For English readers there is a special chapter by Lady Kitty 
Ritson on Kennel Club classifications for working dogs. This is a most readable and 
useful book for dog owners everywhere. (636.70886) 
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Domestic Science: Cookery 
THE BOSTON COOKING-SCHOOL COOK BOOK. Fannie Merritt Farmer. 
Completely revised by Wilma Lord Perkins. Reprint of 8th edition. 
Harrap, 15s. 1C8. 895 pages. Index. 
The eighth edition of this famous Cook Book (first published in the U.S.A. in 1896) 
represents the fourth revision by Wilma Lord Perkins and contains more alterations 
than any other, ‘as a result of the remarkable progress made during recent years’. In 
addition to useful sections on cookery equipment and methods, menu-making, canning 
and freezing, the book contains over 3,000 recipes, chosen to utilize to the best possible 
advantage the wide variety of foods available to the American housewife, who can 
draw on the resources of a continent to stock her larder. Here are recipes of every 
nationality—over one hundred for savoury sauces, more than ninety for cakes, fifty 
for sandwich fillings, etc. The units of measurement are the cup and the spoon, helpful 
diagrams illustrate the text and there is a very comprehensive index. The author 
assumes in her readers a sound knowledge of cooking techniques, but her instructions 
are admirably clear and straightforward and invariably include exact oven tempera- 
tures, the cooking period required and the probable quantity of the finished product. 
(641.5) 
ENTERTAINING AT HOME. Philip and Katherine Harben. The Bodley Head, 
8s.6d. C8. 160 pages. Indexes. 
This essentially practical book contains detailed instructions for the preparation of 
twelve complete meals, six of them described as simple, six as suitable for festive 
occasions. It has been specially planned for the host or hostess who do their own cook- 
ing, and an unusual and very helpful feature is the inclusion of an exact programme for 
the preparation of the meals, showing the time needed for each operation. For the 
festive meals the appropriate wines to accompany each course are suggested and a 
separate chapter is devoted to wines in general, their individual qualities, how to 
ne and store them and how and when to serve them. Also included are a chapter on 
kitchen equipment and a classified and an alphabetical index. The joint authors are the 
British Broadcasting Corporation’s Television Chef and his wife. (641.5) 


A PRIMER OF BREADMAKING. E. B. Bennion. Oxford University Press, 
10s.6d. C8. 166 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Index. 
This book was written for students preparing for the intermediate examination of the 
City and Guilds of London Institute and as such has been badly needed. The author’s 
experience of the industry from the scientific, technical and educational aspects is very 
wide, and the book, as was to be expected, is an excellent introduction to the subject, 
giving a sound foundation in clear, readable style. It will be of value, not only to the 
students for whom it was intended, but to anyone requiring an introduction to the 
bread-baking industry. It is well produced and there is an adequate index. (641.631) 


Business: Standardization 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ORGANIZATION AND CON- 
STITUTION OF THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION. Board 
of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 44 pages. Paper bound. 


This report deals with the history and functions of the British Standards Institution; 

present organization of B.S.I.; the present importance of standardization; procedure; 

problems arising out of organization and procedure; other functions of B.S.L.; finance; 

publicity; relations with industry and with the Government; and the constitution of 

B.S.L (658.516) 
438 





i ti hh Eee See . et Oe 


ee ee a ee ae 





Chemic Technology: Dyeing 
THE MANUFACTURE OF INTERMEDIATES AND DYES. An Introduction 
to Works Practice. G. H. Frank. Constable, 15s. D8. 185 pages. 19 illustra- 
tions and diagrams. Tables. Chapter bibliographies. Index. 
An introduction to the process chemistry of dyestuffs and their intermediate com- 
pounds, intended for students and junior industrial chemists, and designed to supple- 
ment the theory already taught in colleges. It is difficult to see the necessity for the first 
three chapters, which outline chemical works’ practice of a general nature more 
adequately dealt with elsewhere. The remaining chapters on the benzene, naphthalene, 
and anthracene series of compounds are helpful as indicating sources of dyes, and the 
routes by which they are made. Enough is given of the properties of intermediates to 
explain the reasons for choosing certain methods of approach to the desired end. The 
final notes on analysis deal only with a few tried routine methods. (667.2) 


Mechanic Trades: Leather Work 


LEATHER AND CRAFTSMANSHIP. John W. Waterer. Faber, 12s.6d. C4. 
78 pages. 32 plates. 
In this well-planned book, leather craftsmanship is studied both in its historical context 
and in its relationship to the mechanized world of today. Chapters 1-3 cover the 
history of leather in the applied and decorative arts; chapter 4 is a reprint of an im- 
portant paper on leather craftsmanship today read before the Royal Society of Arts, 
London, in 1948, and the final chapter gathers together an entertaining anthology of 
literary quotations dealing with leather. The fine plates at the end of the book illus- 
trate antique and modern examples of gloves, bookbindings, leather bottles, coffers, 
furniture, boots, shoes, toilet cases and travel goods, indicating the diverse uses to 
which animal skins have been put by man’s skill. Mr. Waterer’s Leather in Life, Art and 
Industry (1946) is the standard work on the subject. The present work is a smaller and 
less expensive book, but forms a comprehensive, balanced introduction to one of the 
most widely practised of the applied arts. (685.09) 
Building 
THE PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS AND TIMBER AGAINST TERMITES. 
W. D. MacGregor for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.9d. sR8. 48 pages. 9 plates. 8 figures. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper bound. (Forest Products Research: Bulletin No. 24) 
This bulletin has been prepared to meet the needs of architects, builders, forest officers 
and others concerned, in the British Colonies, for a concise summary of existing 
information on the prevention and control of infestation of buildings and building 
materials by termites. A chapter on the life history and habits of termites is followed by 
others dealing with various protective measures, eradication, and the use of resistant 
or treated timber. A final chapter discusses methods of construction of buildings so 


that timber is made inaccessible to termites. An appendix lists indigenous timbers 
reputed to be resistant to termite attack. (691.1) 


CONCRETE, STONE AND BRICKWORK. Noél D. Green. C. Arthur 
Pearson, 5s. C8. 155 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. (Home 
Mechanic Series) 

A good manual for the amateur. Although somewhat ambitious in scope (e.g. the 


casting of concrete glazing bars) it gives an accurate, simple and readable outline of 
concreting, bricklaying and random rubble masonry. (693) 
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INVESTIGATIONS ON BUILDING FIRES. PartIV. FIRE RESISTANCE OF 
TIMBER DOORS. C. J. Webster and L. A. Ashton for the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 24 pages. 3 plates. 5 figures. 3 tables. References. 
Paper bound. (National Building Studies: Technical Paper No. 6) 


An investigation of the fire resistance of timber doors was undertaken during the war 
to determine in particular whether simple modifications to existing types would make 
for improved fire barriers. The investigation is described in this paper under three 
headings in the sequence in which it was carried out: (1) the improvement of the fire 
resistance of existing timber doors; (2) the design of new fire-resistant timber doors; 
(3) comparison of the fire resistance of hard and soft woods. (693.8072) 


THE STEEL SQUARE. Showing its Application to Roofing, Timber Framing 
and Staircasing. Noél D. Green. sth edition. George Newnes, 5s. C8. 
88 pages. 60 illustrations. Tables. Index. 


A reprint of the 4th edition, with no changes and no additions. A good introduction 
to the subject. (694.078) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


Dictionaries 


A GLOSSARY OF ART TERMS. John O’Dwyer and Raymond Le Mage. 
Peter Nevill, 8s.6d. C8. 158 pages. 


This modest reference book has been compiled for the non-specialist who wishes to 
enlarge his knowledge of contemporary art terminology. The rapid expansion of art 
criticism since the end of the war through current exhibitions, books, newspaper 
articles and radio talks has met with a wide response but the technical language has at 
the same time become increasingly involved for the layman to follow. One of the best 
features of this book is the emphasis placed on modern art, its language, schools and 
movements, though there is no lack of proportion in the entries for earlier periods. The 
terms are listed in one alphabetical sequence with frequent cross-references making for 
maximum ease in use. This little book is excellent value and well suited to the art 
student and small reference library. (703) 


Town and Country Planning 


PRACTICAL POINTS ON PLANNING LAW. Edited by H. J. Brown. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 15s. D8. xiv (other pages not numbered). Index. 


The Town and Country Planning Act 1947 applying to England and Wales has been 
one of the most important statutes affecting property rights for generations. The 
voluminous mass of its statutory provisions, especially when supplemented by statu- 
tory instruments and ministerial and Central Land Board pronouncements, has 
created many problems for local authorities, lawyers, estate agents, valuers and others 
who are required to administer the act. The Journal of Planning Law has included in its 
pages a section of questions and answers dealing with practical planning points. The 
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assistant editor of that journal has brought up to date and reprinted in this book a 
selection of those which have appeared, but more than two-thirds of the 284 included 
here have not previously been published. These questions are genuine inquiries sent 
in by readers and therefore reflect the main difficulties which they have experienced in 
practice. Questions and answers are grouped under subject headings such as develop- 
ment and development changes, planning permission, claims in the £ 300m. compensa- 
tion fund for loss of development rights and so on. This should prove a most useful 
and practical reference book on the subject. (711.17) 


Landscape Gardening 


MY GARDEN’S CHOICE. Theo. A. Stephens and A. T. Johnson. Reprint. 
My Garden and C. Arthur Pearson, 15s. C4. 80 pages of text. 107 mono- 
chrome, 24 colour plates. 


First published in 1941, this has become a favourite book with British gardeners, and 
should be equally highly regarded abroad. Rock plants, trees and flowering shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants are all covered by text and illustrations, and the book is in fact 
a complete pictorial guide to the best plants for the amateur gardener, of large means 
or small. Each of the three sections has a short introduction, then a list of the plants 
suggested, and then a group of plates, which are of a remarkably high standard. As 
the lists are arranged alphabetically in each section, there is no need for an index. The 
book is very well produced and extremely pleasant to look at; there can be few such 
attractive reference books, even for gardeners. (716.2) 


Architecture 


BUILDING MODERN SWEDEN. Bertil Hultén. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
7 x 8} inches. 64 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Map. Paper bound. 
This is mainly a collection of photographs showing the best of Swedish building in 
the last ten years. A very brief explanatory text supplements the illustrations, which 
also include a few typical site and floor plans, and architects’ sketches and models. Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie, the well-known authority on planning, contributes an introduc- 
tory paragraph. The author and publishers deserve congratulation for providing the 
reader who cannot afford to buy glossy art magazines and elaborately contrived 
volumes the chance of seeing how good modern architecture can look. (720.9485) 


SWEDEN BUILDS. G. E. Kidder Smith. Architectural Press, 45s. D4. 
279 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Bibliography. Index of architects. 


G. E. Kidder Smith, himself an architect, is a photographer of extraordinary talent and 
a perceptive critic who respects and understands the history and traditions of the 
people whose architecture he portrays. The book begins with the native building types 
and passes on quickly to modern architecture, in which Sweden has played, during the 
past fifteen or more years, such an impressive part. More than 125 buildings by some 
fifty architects are illustrated, seven in full colour. Sven Markelius, City Planner of 
Stockholm, contributes a chapter on Swedish land policy. Here is a volume equally 
important to the expert and the general reader—to everybody in fact who is interested 
in civilized living. It is charmingly produced. (720.9485) 
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Drawing Lettering 

FLEMISH MASTER DRAWINGS OF THE I7TH CENTURY. Introduction 
and Notes by A. J. J. Delen. FRENCH MASTER DRAWINGS OF THE 
I9TH CENTURY. Selected and edited by Klaus Berger. Translated from 
the German by Robert Allen. Allen & Unwin, 10s.6d. each. C4. 90 pages. 
56 plates. Coloured frontispiece. (Holbein Art Books: Master Drawings 
Series) 


Two further volumes in a ‘picture-book’ series, printed in Switzerland, illustrating 
drawings of specific periods. The Flemish volume confines itself to Rubens, Van Dyck 
and Jordaens, with a few examples by other artists of the period. The French nineteenth- 
century volume contains a wider range of artists including less-known names such as 
Girodet-Trioson, Raffet and Barye, as well as Ingres, Corot, Toulouse-Lautrec, etc. 
The introduction to the latter volume by Klaus Berger is particularly stimulating in its 
interpretation of baroque and classical ‘forces’ clashing and ultimately fusing in nine- 
teenth-century Impressionism. The Notes to the Plates in both books are just what is 
required to make the reader turn with renewed visual interest to the plates themselves. 

(741.9493 )(741-94405) 
MODERN LETTERING AND LAYOUT. C. Wade. Pitman, 20s. sR8. 

165 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Tables. 

This book covers adequately and efficiently the basic principles of lettering and layout 
as applied to present-day commercial art. The numerous illustrations are both excel- 


lent and instructive. The last chapter gives a useful alphabetical list of materials, and 
hints on how to use them to the best advantage. (745.6) 


Art Needlework 


EMBROIDERY AND NEEDLEWORK. Being a Textbook on Design and 
Technique, with numerous reproductions of original drawings and works 
by the author. Gladys Windsor Fry. 4th edition. Pitman, 40s. C4. 296 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece and 124 plates (22 in colour). Index. 

The aim of this handsome and comprehensive book (first published 1935) is to provide 

a source of reliable information that can be clearly followed by beginners, working 

either in groups or individually, where no personal help can be counted upon. After 

a description of stitches (classified according to their construction), there are chapters 

on technique influenced by the thread of the ground fabric and by the warp and weft; 

embroidery with wools and stout threads; white and self-coloured embroidery; 
appliqué; lettering; lingerie; odds and ends (such as ‘sprat-heads’ and smocking); 
frame work. There are useful hints on getting ideas for designs and on teaching 
children. The numerous illustrations comprise both those of a practical nature and 
designs that are attractive as well as instructive. (746.44) 


Interior Decoration 


PICTURES WITH FLOWERS. Julia Clements. My Garden and C. Arthur 


Pearson, 12s.6d. M8. 32 pages of text. 72 pages of photographs by Jon 
Whitbourne. 


This book by one of the best-known modern writers on floral decoration, is in effect a 
simple, practical introduction for the beginner in this art. Practical advice and instruc- 
tion, with hints on the physical as well as the artistic problems involved, occupy the 
first part of the book, but the bulk of the volume is devoted to simple pictorial lessons 
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in display. Each of these consists of a number of photographs with descriptive captions, 
showing how the display is built up, stage by stage. There are also many examples of 
displays with flowers of various types, as well as less usual materials such as fir cones, 
catkins and autumn leaves, completing a most attractive and useful volume. (747.9) 


Photography 
PHOTOGRAPHIC MAKE-UP. Jack Emerald. Fountain Press, 17s.6d. sR&. 
136 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. 

This book gives instruction on how to make a camera lie—cither in still portrait 
photography or cinematography. Good make-up can reduce re-touching to a con- 
siderable extent, and helps to make everyone look better than his (or more likely, her) 
best. It is a difficult art which needs years of experience to perfect, but so far as the 
fundamentals can be taught this book teaches them, with plenty of illustrations to 
clarify the text and show what can be achieved either in straight or character make-up. 
The techniques for ortho, panchromatic, or colour emulsions are included. (770.282) 


PROGRESS IN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1940-1950. Volume One of an Inter- 
national Record. Editor-in-Chief: D. A. Spencer. Focal Press, 42s. sC4. 
464 pages. Illustrations. Drawings and diagrams in text. Chapter biblio- 
graphies. Index. 

This book is the first of a series which it is proposed to issue at intervals of two years, 

or possibly one year if sufficient material justifies it. The present volume covers ten 

years’ work, and is thus necessarily compact in its treatment. It is divided into sixteen 
main sections, the several chapters of which are each contributed by an authority on 
the subject discussed. Full lists of references are provided, and it is as a work of reference 
that this book seems likely to prove invaluable, both to student and advanced worker. 

The reader, having quickly been put in touch with the present state of knowledge in 

the field in which he is interested, is provided with a list of the sources from which he 

can obtain full details of the developments here summarized. The main sections of the 
book are: (1) Photographic Equipment and Practice; (2) The Photographic Process; 

(3) Recording Documents; (4) Recording Dimensions; (5) Recording Transient 

Events; (6) Recording Sound; (7) Recording Colour; (8) Recording Invisible Radia- 

tion; (9) Recording Evidence; (10) The Camera as a Tool of Research; (11) The 

Camera as an Industrial Tool; (12) The Camera as Historian; (13) The Camera as 

Teacher; (14) Standardisation and Legal Aspects; (15) Business and Scope of Photo- 

graphy; (16) Photographic Organisations. (770.5) 


Music 
THE MUSIC OF GUSTAV HOLST. Imogen Holst. Oxford University Press, 
15s. SD8. 164 pages. 4 plates. Musical examples. Index. 

Imogen Holst, a distinguished musician who is Director of Music at Dartington Hall, 
Devonshire, has already written a biography of her father, Gustav Holst (1874-1934); 
she now offers a critical study of his music. The works are dealt with chronologically 
and are introduced by a chapter on the early works written whilst Holst was under 
Stanford’s tuition. The reader will perhaps feel the lack of a general introduction to the 
characteristics of the music, but the full treatment throughout the book, combined 
with the final summary will do much to give a general picture of the composer and 
his work. The plates reproduce pages from four of Holst’s scores; the list of composi- 
tions at the end is set out in chronological order. (780.942) 
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THE NATURE OF MuUSIC. Hermann Scherchen. Translated from the 
German by William Mann. Dennis Dobson, 18s. sSuR8. 193 pages. Musical 
examples. 


Hermann Scherchen is known to English readers as the author of the standard Hand- 
book of Conducting. The present work is an historical essay on certain aspects of Euro- 
pean music, exemplified 1 in selected works of Bach and Beethoven. The development 
of the argument is based on the scientific discoveries in acoustics of the seventeenth 
century, notably those of Joseph Sauveur. To this writer is attributed a method for 
determining the pitch of a note by mathematical means, thus making possible a scientific 
approach to the conceptions of tonality and harmony. This leads, through the work of 
Rameau, to the culmination of Bach’s art. From this point Dr. ‘Scherchen, analysing 
The Art of Fugue and Beethoven’s nine symphonies in great detail, stresses ‘the artistic 
achievements of these works by illustrating their structure, forms and, in Beethoven’s 
case, the use of instruments. The extreme economy with which much of the argument 
is expressed will present difficulties to the reader anxious to follow Dr. Scherchen at 
every step. (781) 
The Film 
THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH FILM, 1914-1918. Rachael Low. 
Published under the joint auspices of the British Film Institute and the 
British Film Academy. Allen & Unwin, 35s. M8. 334 pages. 12 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Rachael Low was formerly research assistant at the British Film Institute and later a 
member of the staff of the British Film Academy. The text of her three books on the 
history of the British film has been accepted as the basis of a thesis for the degree of 
Ph.D. in the University of London, apparently the first thesis on the cinema to be 
accepted for this degree in Great Britain. The present volume, the third, follows the 
same plan as the former volumes and is divided into two parts. The first deals with the 
film industry at that period, including exhibition and distribution, production (pro- 
duction in general, the chief production companies and certain other companies), 
official regulations, trade organization and censorship. Part I! is devoted to the films 
themselves and consists of chapters on film content (factual films, humorous films, 
dramatic films) and film technique and of an analysis of two films, Jane Shore and The 
Vicar of Wakefield. The appendices include a list of five hundred contemporary British 
feature films, together with dates, lengths and production credits, and a table which 
gives details of sedis and their facilities. The book is illustrated with eighty or so 
reproductions of stills from films. (791.4) 


Dancing 

CLASSICAL DANCES AND COSTUMES OF INDIA. Kay Ambrose. A. & C. 
Black, 25s. M4. 96 pages. 53 photographs. Line drawings. Bibliography. 
Index. Endpaper map. 

This book is the first to deal with all four of the main schools of classical Indian 

dancing. Differences in style and ritualistic make-up are explained by a remarkable 

series of sketches illustrating the successive movements of the performer. In addition, 

the historical background and religious and mythological implications of the dances 

are explained. The ‘volume is dedicated to Ram Gopal, noted for his interpretation of 

the classical Indian dances to Western audiences. The illustrations are based almost 

entirely on his performances and the author acknowledges his very great assistance in 
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allowing the use of his library and art collection and in ensuring the correctness of the 
sketches. The photographic illustrations are important and attractive but the line 
drawings, some of them extremely witty, are likely to have an even greater impor- 
tance as a record of the subject. (793.320954) 


Sports and Games 
TABLE GAMES OF GEORGIAN AND VICTORIAN DAYS. F. R. B. White- 


house. Peter Garnett, 21s. C4. 112 pages. 47 illustrations (including 7 plates 
in colour). Indexes. 


This unusual book, with its wealth of information about the table games for instruc- 
tion and amusenient published for children between 1750 and 1850, should be of 
considerable interest to all those interested in the pastimes of the British people. The 
author, who is the Chairman of a well-known firm specializing in indoor pastimes, has 
been collecting these early games for many years and his book has some significance 
as a chapter on British social history. Following a brief introductory chapter on the 
history of indoor games, lists are given, with short descriptions and excellent illustra- 
tions, of geographical, historical and instructional games, games of moral improve- 
ment, games of amusement and jigsaw puzzles published during the period under 
review. In addition there is a chronological list, a grouping under the respective pub- 
lishers, and an alphabetical list of all games known to have been published in the 
hundred years. The book is excellently produced. (793.7) 


THE PLAYFAIR BOOK OF CRICKET RECORDS. Compiled by Roy 
Webber. Foreword by R. C. Robertson-Glasgow. Playfair Books, 25s. 
SuR8. 320 pages. 

‘For every ten small boys who stand at the end of railway platforms and note down 

the numbers and class of engine’, says Mr. Robertson-Glasgow in his foreword to this 

book, ‘there are a hundred elderly gentlemen who sit in armchairs and study cricket 
statistics’. It is a shrewd enough guess—but the gentlemen are by no means all elderly. 

Realizing this, Mr. Webber has spent enthralling and profitable hours during the last 

twenty-five years in amassing figures about cricket. They divide into ‘The Sides’, 

‘Batting’, ‘Wicket Partnerships’, ‘Bowling’, ‘All-Round Cricket’, ‘Fielding’, 

“Career Records’, ‘Competition Records’, “Cricket at the Universities’, ‘ Miscel- 

laneous Records’ and a ‘Reference Section’. There are, in fact, few factual cricket 

questions unanswered by this large book, in which a very detailed Contents list serves 
for an index. A serious difficulty will present itself to those about to possess it: how to 
keep it up to date? Fortunately, the author intends to do this himself ‘every few 
years’. There will indeed almost certainly be a demand for reprints, since nothing on 
so elaborate a scale has ever before been attempted, and it is bound to become an 
essential volume in sporting sections of libraries. (796.358) 


LITERATURE 
THE LOST CHILDHOOD, and Other Essays. Graham Greene. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. D8. 191 pages. 
This book is particularly interesting as being the first collection of a well-known 
novelist’s literary criticism. Graham Greene’s attitude to the novel emerges in the 
chapters on Henry James, the young Dickens, Fielding and Sterne, Ford Madox Ford 
and Francois Mauriac. The ‘personal prologue’, which gives its title to the book, deals 
with the authors by whom Mr. Greene was most influenced as a child. It is only in 
childhood, he says, that books have any deep influence on our lives, and the book 
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which ‘supplied him once and for all with a subject’ was Marjorie Bowen's historical 
novel The Viper of Milan: ‘She had given me my pattern . . . perfect evil walking the 
world where perfect good can never walk again’. The theme of childhood, the time 
of ineffaceable impressions, is taken up in several of the other essays. The author 
expresses his dislike of Samuel Butler and there is a valuable essay on Herbert Read. 
(804) 
POETRY AND FAITH. Augustus Ralli. The Bodley Head, 12s.6d. D8. 
160 pages. Index. 
Mr. Ralli has written his book as a protest against the tendency of much modern 
literary criticism to become almost scientific and fob the reader off with third-hand 
and fourth-hand generalities rather than to encourage him ‘to wrestle in solitude with 
a great work of creative art’. Mr. Ralli has wrestled with Homer, Virgil, Horace, 
Dante, Shakespeare, Milton and Wordsworth and the result is criticism of a surprising 
freshness and originality. His approach is defined in the introductory chapters: 
Imagination and Reality and The Approach to Faith. The reality he seeks to apprehend 
through imagination is spiritual truth and this, he states, cannot be grasped in what is 
known as the world-city, ‘from which leisure, silence, solitude, romance are ex- 
cluded . . . The soul needs solitude and leisure in which to grow, and both are im- 
possible under modern conditions . . . ’ though ‘the greatest poet takes us further into 
that silent hemisphere which is the antipodes of our noisy one’. (808.1) 


American Literature 
THE AMERICAN GENIUS. An Anthology of Poctry with some Prose. 
Selected, with a Preface, by Edith Sitwell. Lehmann, 12s.6d. D8. 208 pages. 
Notes. 
Dr. Sitwell explains that hers is ‘a purely personal anthology’. The poetry ranges from 
Walt Whitman, via T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound, to some of the youngest American 
writers, Kenneth Patchen and Theodore Roethke; the prose is confined to extracts 
from Melville’s Moby Dick and William Bartram’s Travels. There is no apparent 
principle governing her choice, but Dr. Sitwell says that this is the first of several 
anthologies she hopes to make of American poetry and prose. In her Preface she dis- 
covers a deep kinship between Whitman and William Blake as ‘Pentecostal Poets’, 
and remarks: ‘I do not find the American poets, as a rule, great writers of lyrics. They 
are most magnificent when covering a large and fertile ground like their own land.’ 
Of Marianne Moore she says that she is ‘one of the very few women who have written 
poetry of worth’ and describes H.D. as a poet “who brings back to us the lost springs 
of the world’. Dr. Sitwell also writes enthusiastically of the newer poets. (811.08) 


THE MOON OF THE CARIBBEES, and Six Other Plays of the Sea. Eugene 
O'Neill. Introduction by St. John Ervine. Reprint. Jonathan Cape, 8s.6d. 
C8. 42 pages. 

Mr. St. John Ervine in his introduction describes these seven one-act plays as O’Neill’s 

‘apprentice work’. First published in 1923, O’Neill has since advanced far and variously, 

winning the Nobel Price (1936) in mid career. In these short plays of the sea, among 

the roughest of tramp steamer seamen, O'Neill is indeed truly great. In powerful 
character studies, in an atmosphere tense with drama, the psychology of the stoker is 
revealed, Whereas his longer plays receive an occasional revival, amateurs and pro- 
fessionals return unceasingly to this volume of short plays, knowing truly that actors 
and audience will find satisfaction in the playing of them. Long out of print, this 
collection is especially welcome. (812.5) 
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English Literature 

AUGUSTANS AND ROMANTICS, 1689-1830. H. V. D. Dyson and 
John Butt. With chapters on Art, Economics and Philosophy by Geoffrey 
Webb, F. J. Fisher, and H. A. Hodges. 2nd, revised edition. Cresset Press, 
10s.6d. 1C8. 320 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Introductions to English 
Literature, Vol. Ill) 

THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER, 1830-1914. EdithC. Bathoand Bonamy 
Dobrée. With a chapter on the Economic Background by Guy Chapman. 
2nd, revised edition. Cresset Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 360 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. (Introductions to English Literature, Vol. IV) 

These volumes ensure that the study of the literature of a period is not separated from 

a comprehension of its social background. The claim that this series is a history of 

England in which pride of place is given to literature is substantiated by the emphasis 

given in these books to the problems that seemed urgent to the people of a past age 

and therefore affected not only the way they lived but also what they wanted to write 
and read. A general introduction surveying the whole period in this light is followed 
by a more detailed consideration of the prose, poetry, drama, etc. of the period, 
explaining why certain writers wrote as they did or how a new spirit entered English 
literature as men’s views of human values changed. Due place is given to music, art 
and architecture as they affected the literature of the time. In Volume III separate 
chapters deal with British philosophy and with eighteenth-century art, and in both 
volumes there is a chapter on the economic background of the period. The biblio- 
graphy forms the main part of each volume. This is arranged under a wide classification 
of subjects, giving guidance, for instance, in reading on travel, history, philo- 
sophy, etc. The bibliography is not a mere list of books and authors but gives com- 
ment on and estimates of the work of many writers. A reader is thus given a detailed 
view of the literature of the period and an admirable guide for wide reading or con- 
centrated study of a particular branch. Volume III was first published in 1940, Volume 

IV in 1938. (820.9) 

English Poetry 

MIDDLE ENGLISH LITERATURE. George Kane. Methuen, 12s.6d. C8. 
264 pages. Index. (Methuen’s Old English Library) 

The author of this book rightly contends that certain works of Middle English litera- 

ture have for too long been regarded solely as valuable material for the philologist and 

the historian. His purpose, therefore, is to approach these writings as literature in that 
they preserve experiences, emotions and aspirations as real as those in recent literature, 
the literary criticism of which is accepted as valuable. The three main topics of the book 
are the metrical romances, the religious lyrics and The Vision of Piers Plowman. In the 
first group the author shows how inferior workmanship, lack of taste or literary 
experience differentiate the good from the bad specimens. The survey of the religious 
poems discriminates between the mere homilies and those creative poems inspired by 

a religious subject. The three versions of Piers Plowman are examined to show that the 

author’s personality accounts for and illustrates the nature of the poem. In this way 

Mr. Kane sketches a plan of this poem (so often regarded as planless) and explains its 

symbolism. This section and his discussion of the carols amply illustrate the critical 

approach which Mr. Kane maintains should be made to this early literature. The 
author deserves more elbow room than this small book affords him, and his readers 
will hope that he will find future occasion for fuller commentary on longer extracts 

from the texts. (821.1) 
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CHAUCER THE MAKER. John Speirs. Faber, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 222 pages. 
Index. 


Mr. Speirs treats Chaucer (13407-1400) as part of ‘the great English tradition’ in 
literature which had already attained a high degree of complexity and sophistication 
by the fourteenth century and which reached its climax in Shakespeare. He emphasizes 
this continuity, he says, because of the tendency to treat the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance as belonging to two completely different types of civilization, whereas 
both Chaucer and Shakespeare belong to the same predominantly agricultural society. 
His book is, however, not so much a study of the society implied in Chaucer’s poctry 
as a lively and acute analysis of that poetry itself. He remarks that Chaucer is not only 
the first great English author but the greatest next to Shakespeare, and that his work 
should be considered in a direct line of development with the later dramatists and the 
great novelists who were their successors. (821.17) 


EPISTLES TO SEVERAL PERSONS (MORAL ESSAYS). Alexander Pope. 
Edited by F. W. Bateson. Methuen, 25s. D8. 244 pages. 2 plates. Index. 
(The Twickenham Edition of the Poems of Alexander Pope) 

The most brilliant of the four Epistles collected here, that to Lord Burlington on taste, 

together with its satire on the bad taste of the average eighteenth-century nobleman, 

gives Pope’s views on landscape gardening and architecture. It has usually been sup- 
posed that the ‘Timon’ satirized in this poem was the Duke of Chandos, an unpopular 
millionaire whose palace at Cannons, near Edgware, was pretentious and vulgar, but 

Mr. Bateson shows that this identification is wrong. He shows, too, that the “Atossa’ 

of the Epistle to a Lady cannot be the Duchess of Marlborough. These points are dealt 

with learnedly in the appendices. They are important points, because Pope’s character 
has suffered from his supposed ingratitude to Chandos. Mr. Bateson also prints Pope’s 
anonymous A Master Key to Popery, or A True and Perfect Key to Pope’s Epistle to the 

Earl of Burlington, recently discovered at Chatsworth. The elaborate notes aim at 

giving not only the information that Pope could take for granted in his original readers, 

but also, as far as possible, the nuances and tones of voice with which Pope makes his 
points and upon which so much of our enjoyment of his poetry depends. The other 
two Epistles included in the volume are: to Lord Cobham On the Knowledge and Charac- 

ters of Men and to Bathurst On the Use of Riches. (821.53) 


SELECTED POEMS OF THOMAS HARDY. Edited, with an Introduction, 
by G. M. Young. Macmillan, 5s. F8. 238 pages. Index to first lines. (Golden 
Treasury Series) 

G. M. Young has arranged his selection from the poetry of Thomas Hardy (1840- 

1928) ‘in conformity with the three aspects in which his personality most naturally 

presents itself to the reader’. That is: as a poet of place and local incident—‘of such 

drama as an earlier age might have cast into a ballad’; as a poet of reflection; and as an 
old man’s comment on a life that has not been happy. At the close of his life, Hardy 
wrote some of the most poignant love poems in the English language out of his 
memories of forty years ago. Of his greatest achievement in poetry, The Dynasts, 

G. M. Young writes that it is the solitary artistic record of the total effect of the teach- 

ing of Darwin, Huxley, Mill and Herbert Spencer. Hardy’s poetry is ‘the vast 

projection of an inner discord, untuning the music of the spheres’. This selection was 

first published in 1940. (821.8) 
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THE POETICAL WORKS OF TENNYSON. Selected, with an Introduction, 
by John Gawsworth. Macdonald, 9s.6d. C8. 477 pages. 8 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Chronology. Indexes. (Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 


John Gawsworth’s selection is devoted to Lord Tennyson’s shorter and greater poems, 
though Maud and In Memoriam are included, and he prints several poems which are 
not to be found in the Collected Works. With the reaction against all things Victorian, 
Tennyson fell into neglect and it is only comparatively recently that a revaluation of 
him has begun. Mr. Gawsworth’s volume follows recent selections by W. H. Auden, 
Sir John Squire, F. L. Lucas and John Heath-Stubbs. Selections are necessary for, in 
common with most nineteenth-century poets, Tennyson wrote too much. Mr. 
Gawsworth thinks that ‘his mistake . . . was to attempt to be a philosophic poet and 
embody in his verse the leading ideas of his Age; for, whenever he did so, although he 
unfailingly exhibited the high level of his craftsmanship, his ineffable art, the result, 
though a tour de force of talent, fell short of the purest expression of his poems for 
public occasions’. Mr. Gawsworth is much indebted, for his estimate of Tennyson the 
man, to the recent biography by the poet’s grandson, Sir Charles Tennyson, where the 
plaster mask of the Victorian Poet Laureate is finally destroyed. (821.81) 


English Drama 


cASTE. T. W. Robertson. A Traditional Acting Version edited, with an 
Introduction, by Montagu Slater. The Bodley Head, 4s.6d. C8. 80 pages. 
Paper bound. (Barnstormer Plays) 


Although The Times’ reviewer on the occasion of its first production in London in 
1867, called it an exhibition ‘of a most antidemogogic kind’ the play heralded the new 
social comedy so soon to be grasped wholly first by Wilde, then by Pinero and Shaw. 
T. W. Robertson (1829-77), a playwright born into the theatre, brought to his pro- 
fessional aptitude for a well-constructed plot and strongly defined characterization a 
fresh element of real life, completely alien to the stereotyped dramas of the time. His 


‘predilection for domestic pathos... kept in check by a native abhorrence of 
twaddling sentimentality’ caught the taste of the new theatre-going audiences and has 
continued to draw applause from succeeding generations. (822.8) 


ESCAPE. With two other plays, THE ELDEST SON, THE SKIN GAME. 
John Galsworthy. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 219 pages. Paper bound. 


The three plays reprinted here are by the great novelist and dramatist (1867-1933) who 
achieved world fame between the wars. Latterly his popularity has lessened, although 
a few of his works are fairly regularly revived by professionals and amateurs. He was 
a writer who never deviated from his role of social reformer, and possibly, now that 
some of the urgent reforms for whose sake he made the theatre his platform have 
become common usage, his rigid impartiality and lack of genial humour no longer 
attract present-day audiences. Of these three plays, Escape, first produced in 1926, the 
story of a convict on the run from Dartmoor, is most often revived, The Eldest Son, 
produced in 1912, concerning the emancipation of woman, is little known today, 
while The Skin Game, produced in 1920, is fast losing the urgency of its theme, the 
battle between the classes. (822.91) 
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sHAW. Desmond MacCarthy. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. D8. 227 pages. 


Sir Desmond MacCarthy’s book is the outcome of forty years’ work as a dramatic 
critic and his essays, which deal with twenty-seven of Bernard Shaw’s plays, were 
written in many cases after witnessing their first performance at the Court Theatre 
during Harley Granville Barker’s pioneer season in 1904. His essays have thus a fresh- 
ness and immediacy lacking in much later criticism. What Voltaire was to the eigh- 
teenth century, he says, Shaw is in the world today—‘although, unlike Voltaire, Shaw 
was as free as a saint from pettiness and spite’, and it is difficult for us to think of his 
plays ever becoming so utterly outmoded as Voltaire’s. Outside economics, says the 
author, Shaw’s philosophy might be described as ‘a chaos of clear ideas’. His plays 
remain young and fresh because of their intellectual high spirits—‘that fountain of 
lovely gaiety which went on playing however gloomy the state of the world’. This 
collection, which contains the best and most inclusive criticism of Shaw’s achievement 
as a dramatist so far written, has been brought up to date by the addition of a preface 
and a Personal Memoir. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
THE CHURCHES IN ENGLISH FICTION. Andrew L. Drummond. Edgar 
Backus (Leicester), 12s.6d. D8. 336 pages. Index. 


In this entertaining and well-informed volume the author gives us a picture of the 
varying attitudes towards organized religion in England and America through 
the medium of each country’s fiction. The period with which he deals extends from the 
early nineteenth century to the present day. While standard fiction from Jane Austen 
onwards has been taken into account, tracts and novels now little known have also 
been drawn upon. Hannah More and Rowland Hill, Catherine Sinclair and Mrs. 
Sherwood are rescued from the past and things new and old are gleaned from the 
works of the great writers of the period in both countries. The impact of the church 
movements—Evangelicalism, Tractarianism, Liberalism—upon the novelists them- 
selves as well as upon their characters is revealed by quotation and comment. Mr. 
Drummond enables us to see something of the life of the country parson, the Non- 
conformist minister, the chapel folk, members of orthodox households and rebels of 
varying types. This volume is of interest not only to the student of literature and 
religion but to the social historian. The writer has abundantly justified his claim that 
fiction as a window into the soul of a nation is a wholesome corrective to factual 
annals, (823) 


TOBIAS SMOLLETT. Laurence Brander. Longmans, Green for The British 
Council, 1s.6d. sD8. 36 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘ British Book News’) 

Mr. Brander treats Smollett (1721-71) not only as one of the four early masters of the 

English novel, but as possibly the outstanding figure in literary London from 1750 to 

1762, in the years between the death of Pope and the reign of Johnson. He was an 

independent man of letters in an age of patronage and he raised critical standards by 

editing for several years an independent journal in the days when most critical reviews 
were subsidized advertisement sheets for the publishers. Though Smollett is known 
today only by his three picaresque novels, Roderick Random, Peregrine Pickle and 

Humphrey Clinker and a travel book about France and Italy, his life was one of im- 

mense literary activity. But all his projects—to found an Academy, to improve the 

conditions of authorship and to improve criticism, failed. Mr. Brander is severely 
critical of both the picaresque form and its moral code until he reaches Humphrey 
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Clinker; this work he describes as ‘one of the greatest pictures of eighteenth-century 
England, a picture of England at a great moment of her history, a record of a society 

. . ws ee e . 1”? “. 
which was launching out to change the appearance of half the world’. (823.63 


3) 


Australian Literature 

NUTS ON WINE. Walter James. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia): 
Phoenix House (London), 18s. D8. 85 pages. Decorations by Harold 
Freedman. 

Like its companion volume, Barrel and Book (noticed in British Book News, July 

1950), Nuts on Wine is a collection of musings, anecdotes and literary extracts develop- 

ing the favourite themes of a man who is firmly convinced of the importance of 

good food, wine, reading and humour in life. The author writes with grace and 

urbanity, and the attractiveness of his little book also owes much to the tasteful com- 

bination of hand-made paper, good typography and neat illustration.  (828.999948) 


French Literature 
ROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS. A Stage Spectacle. Jules Verne. 
A Traditional Acting Version edited, with an Introduction, by Montagu 
Slater. The Bodley Head, 4s.6d. C8. 88 pages. Paper bound. (Barnstormer 
} i I \ 
Plays) 

First published as a novel in 1872, first produced as a play in Paris in 1874, first pub- 
} pia} I 
lished as a play ‘translated literally’ into English in 1875, first performed in London 
in 1886, this ‘spectacle with music’ underwent numerous other changes as its popu- 
larity spread during the last years of the nineteenth century. Montagu Slater has 
chosen for his text a late version wherein characters, incidents and dialogue keep fairly 
close to the original novel. Apart from the musical background, the play has little of 
the real ingredients of melodrama common to most “barnstormer’ plays. Although 
the hero is accompanied by a villain—the detective Fix—in his journey round the 
world, the villain is at times as friendly as his own inimitable French manservant, 
Passepartout, and there is throughout the genial, contented atmosphere of a world at 

I < é I 


easc, making this harum-scarum adventure seem quite possible. (842.89) 


Latin Literature 
CAESAR: THE CONQUEST OF GAUL. A New Translation by S. A. 
Handford. Pe nguin Books, 2s. sC8. 253 pages. Map. Notes. Glossary. Paper 
bound. (The Penguin Classics) 
Mr. Handford, Reader in Classics in the University of London, precedes his translation 
of Caesar’s Gallic War with a survey of the Roman political controversies in the first 
century B.c. and shows the part Caesar played in them which eventually made him 
master of the Roman world by 45 B.c. He discusses Caesar’s character, versatile genius 
and his literary talent displayed in the Gallic War. Accounts are given of the organiza- 
tion of the Roman army, of Gaul and its inhabitants and of the course of the war in 
Gaul with reasons for Caesar’s success. The eight chapters of the translation do not 
coincide with the eight books of the Gallic War, but a table is given to show the 
relation between the translator’s chapters and Caesar’s books. Some passages from 
Book 8 have been omitted. There are useful notes on each chapter and a glossary of 
proper names is given. The translation is eminently readable and accurate and conveys 
the directness and lucidity of the original. (878.1) 
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Celtic Literature 
A CELTIC MISCELLANY. Translations from the Celtic Literatures by 


Kenneth Hurlstone Jackson. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 18s. M8. 359 pages. 
Notes. 


Professor Jackson, a Celtic scholar of distinction who was recently appointed to the 
Chair of Celtic in the University of Edinburgh, has here translated into English 244 
selected passages of prose and verse from the rich and varied literature of the six Celtic 
languages, more especially Irish and Welsh, with Scottish Gaelic as a third. The small 
number of passages from Manx, Cornish and Breton is but a reflection of the small 
amount of literature written in these languages. The selections cover a period extending 
from the end of the sixth to the beginning of the twentieth century. With a few 
exceptions, however, recent literature has been excluded because, as the translator 
explains, it is less distinctively Celtic and so largely European in its mode and matter. 
The selections have been arranged according to subject under nine headings: Hero-tale 
and Adventure, Nature, Love, Epigram, Celtic Magic, Description, Humour and 
Satire, Bardic Poetry and Religion. Each section is introduced by a concise note; and 
there is a general preface to the selection as a whole. Notes at the end give the source 
of each passage translated, together with an occasional discussion of textual and other 
problems and a key to the pronunciation of Celtic names occurring in the text. With 
four exceptions only, all the passages which are in metre in the original have been 
rendered into prose. Anyone acquainted with the fine intricacy of Celtic metrical 
patterns will realize how much formal beauty is thus lost, but he will also know that 
any attempt to reproduce it in English would not only fail but also impair the accuracy 
of the renderings. As they are, Professor Jackson’s translations even of the earliest 
passages, which in the case of Irish and Welsh often present difficulties of interpretation, 
are as accurate as modern scholarship can make them and as literary as any translation 
can be. Of the several Celtic miscellanies which have appeared this is easily the best 
not only for scholarly accuracy but also for breadth of selection and catholicity of taste. 
To the student especially interested in Celtic literature this miscellany will be a trusty 
guide, whilst to the general reader it will be a bedside friend offering enchanting vistas 
of the life of a people who had much to say about most of the fundamental aspects of 
human existence and who delighted in saying it with a marked feeling for form and 
delicacy of ex (pression. (891.608) 


Czech Literature 
IN PRAISE OF NEWSPAPERS, and Other Essays on the Margin of Literature. 
Karel Capek. Translated from the Czech by M. and R. Weatherall. Allen 
& Unwin, 7s.6d. C8. 138 pages. 
A collection of slight, ironically amusing essays, mostly written in the 1920s, on such 
subjects as newspapers, proletarian art, pornographic literature, detective stories and 
fairy tales. Newspapers the author finds to be ‘on the whole independent of reality’, 
though this divergence is managed with enough subtlety to prevent the average reader 
from realizing that he is being fooled. The radical distinction between genuine folk 
art, works informed with socialist theories and the political maxims disguised as 
entertainment known as proletarian literature is well made. Equally perceptive are the 
chapter ‘Eros Vulgaris’, with its analysis of the conventions of pornography, and the 
notes on the peculiar nature of popular humour. ‘Neither Laertes, for instance, nor 
Fortinbras, nor King Claudius can give rise to such a sense of humour as the two famous 
grave-diggers in Hamlet.’ (891.864) 
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Japanese Literature 
THE NO PLAYS OF JAPAN. Arthur Waley. Reprint. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 
D8. 319 pages. 2 plates. 2 plans. Index. 

Graceful, accomplished, perfect, were some of the epithets which greeted Dr. Waley’s 
translations of some twenty of the No plays when they were published in 1921. That 
he had attempted an almost impossible task was never denied, nor that he accomplished 
so much more than a mere bridging of the gap between east and west in the realm of 
the theatre. For the mere conveyance of these plays which are themselves as much 
mime and music as words, whose background and costuming were so completely 
familiar to their own audiences, is only part of his achievement. The translations in 
their own right are poetic works of a high order and establish Dr. Waley in the dual 
role of scholar and poet. Most of the No plays in the collection date from the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, and as in the originals are in verse and prose. The long 
introduction, which is followed by a note on Buddhism, acquaints the reader with the 
history of No and of the Kyogen (farces played as interludes between them), the all 
important music which supplied a background to the dancing and recitation, the masks 
worn by the chief actors, the elaborate costumes, the conventionalized properties, the 
miming and dance ritual, and the texts. A description of the places of performance 
and the audiences follows. (895.62) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


LECTURES ON MODERN HISTORY. Lord Acton. Edited with an introduc- 
tion by J. N. Figgis and R. V. Laurence. Reprint. Macmillan, 12s.6d. D8. 
382 pages. Index. 

Lord Acton (1834-1902), the distinguished historian, delivered these nineteen lectures, 

printed exactly as they were given, in the course of his work, 1895-1901, as Regius 

Professor of Modern History at Cambridge. They deal, among other subjects, with 

the New World, the Counter-Reformation, the Puritan Revolution and Peter the 

Great, and they range from the beginning of the modern state to the American Revo- 

lution, but 112 pages are devoted to the first half of the sixteenth century in which he 

had a particular interest. The volume also contains Lord Acton’s famous Inaugural 

Lecture on the Study of History, delivered 11 June 1895, one of the outstanding pro- 

nouncements on the meaning of history. (The notes to this, with their copious quota- 

tions, are given in an appendix.) The tenure of his office at Cambridge was only six 
years, yet in that brief time the quantity and quality of his work “made a mark upon 
the school of history which will not soon be effaced’, write the editors in an introduc- 
tory essay. An appendix gives the text of a letter to the contributors to the Cambridge 

Modern History which was planned by Lord Acton. This letter illustrates well his con- 

ception of history as universal, as a common force of mankind, a conception 

derived from his unique detachment. His ideal was to make out ‘for our opponents 

a stronger and more impressive case than they present themselves’. This volume 

has been well known ever since its publication in 1906. (904) 


Travel Description 


THE HAMPSHIRE AVON. Brian Vesey-Fitzgerald. Cassell, 12s.6d. D8. 
215 pages. 27 illustrations. Map. 

The Hampshire Avon is not one of the better known English rivers, nor is it particu- 

larly prominent in history. For the topographical writer, however, it has the advantage 

of flowing for much of its course through relatively untouched and tranquil country, 
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and of linking the Wiltshire Downs with the New Forest. It thus provides subjects as 
attractive as Avebury and Stonehenge, Salisbury and Old Sarum. Mr. Vesey-Fitz- 
gerald makes good use of these opportunitics, and a number of others, and discourses 
temper ately on such varied themes as the architecture of Salisbury suburbs, the decay 

of market- pl ice bookstalls, and the great profit that would result from keeping some 
sheep on every farm. The author is well known for his books on country matters and 
natural history. (914.231 ) 


THE FOREST OF DEAN. Brian Waters. Dent, 15s. D8. 191 pages. 16 illus- 
trations. Sketch map. Index. 

The Forest of Dean will be well known for its scenery to many; they, and the less 
fortunate also, will enjoy this book. The area must be almo: st unique in its combin: ation 
of forest and mine, for iron and coal. It is certainly unique today in that ‘free miners’ 

are still at work, outside the control of the National Coal Board. Mr. Waters relates 
straightforwardly how this has come about, but his real interest is in the present-day 
forest and its people. From thirty years’ experience, he has much to tell of the way of 
life, characteristics and humour of miner and gipsy. His appreciation of the folk-poet, 
F. W. Harvey, is a tribute also to a dwindling band. This is a friendly, unpretentious 
book which records many fugitive aspects of a countryside which is inevitably being 
transformed. (914.241) 


WARWICKSHIRE. Tudor Edwards. Elek, 15s. sC4. 128 pages. 69 photo- 


graphs. Drawings in text by James Senith 3 edie Survey maps. 
1610 map. (Vision of England Series) 


Mr. Edwards cannot, of course, altogether avoid the ‘Shakespeare country’, but he 
keeps a due proportion and does not forget the lesser known Warwickshire villages 
attractive and isolated, which have a definite style of their own, and which he came to 
appreciate during the war. Though he naturally tends to avoid the industrial areas, he 
writes interestingly of Birmingham’s past and present, and his remarks are supple- 
mented by photographs of solid Victorian architecture. An honest and attractive 
introduction to the ‘centre of England’. (914.248) 


TIME OF FALLEN BLOSSOMS. Allan S. Clifton. Cassell, 10s.6d. C8. 
218 pages. 11 illustrations. 
Soon after the capitulation of Japan in 1945 the writer of this book was sent there as 
an interpreter—some years earlier he had learned Japanese at home in Australia. His 
first contact with Japan was on the devastated site of Hiroshima and much of his 
subsequent time was spent there and in its suburbs. In his journeys into the countryside 
and far from any vestige of the war the author met with hospita lity and friendliness. 
As opposed to the disagreeable picture he has to draw of his own countrymen he 
shows the native simplicity and rectitude of the country Japanese, and introduces the 
reader to Japanese men and women of charm and culture. It is a well written but 
controversial book. (915.2) 


THE ST. LAWRENCE. Henry Beston. William Hodge, 10s.6d. D8. 284 pages. 
Drawings by A. Y. Jackson. Map. Endpaper map. Index. (Rivers of 
Aimerica) 

Mr. Beston, who lives in eastern Maine, has spent many years in getting to know the 

St. Lawrence region, particularly the predominantly French areas and their inhabi- 

tants. He has a keen sy mpathy for the older generation and the way of life that is pass- 


ing in the tug of modernity and custom. He admires especially their maintenance of 
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their “birthright of human dignity’, and their social gaiecty. H 
however, the contributions of the Indians and the British, 
history from the siege 


does not overlook, 
and surveys the river's 
of Quebec to the latest French Canadian pioneering in the 
Abitibi country and work among the Montagnais Indians. This is a friendly book, 


sincere and tolerant, which touches agreeably on many aspects of nature and human life. 


(917.14) 
Biography 


A DICTIONARY OF UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHY of All Ages and All 


Peoples. Albert M. Hyamson. 2nd edition. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 84s. 

C4. 692 pages. 
This work claims to be ‘a guide to the biographies of . . . every man or woman, not 
still alive, who has achieved eminence or prominence’ from earliest times to the 
present day. It is not itself a volume of bios graphy. Arranged alphabetically, it gives 
the profession and dates of its subjects and indicates where full was iphies of them are 
to be found among some twenty-four of the principal reference books of the world. 
The present edition has been entirely rewritten and amended. (920.01) 
WHO'S WHO IN AUSTRALIA, 1950. An Australian Biographical 
Dictionary and Register of Titled Persons, with which is incorporated 
— Nota ble > Austr: lic ins. € ompiled and ce dited by Jose ph A. Alex: ander 
14th edition. The Herald (Melbourne, Australia), 21s. D8. 816 pages. 


Che latest triennial appearance of Who's Who in Australia will be welcomed by many 


for its value as a work of reference. To thx 4 graphies of residents of Australia and 
notable Australians overseas has been addec apparatus looked for in every reput- 
ho, and much that might be ¢ pict only of a peerage and baronetage. 
A brief directory to th diplomatic corps in Australi: 
Federal Parliament and of Federal and State governments increas« the usefulness of the 


book. Readers will regret, however, that it I 


: 1» 
able who’s w 


1, and lists of the members of the 


1as been necessary to abridge a few of 
the biographies, making reference to the 


LIC ull 


1947 edition necessary for full information. 

(920.0994) 

SYDNEY SMITH. A Biography and a Selection. Gerald Bullett. Michael 
Joseph, 15s. L.Post 8. 316 pages. Index. 


Sydney Smith (1771-1845) lived very much in the public eye in Regency days. He 
was the greatest wit of his time and ecame a popul: ur London pres acher and a promi- 
nent figure in the famous Wh r and political circle of Holland House. Mr. 
Bullett, although not minimizing this reputation, is, however, concerned with pre- 
senting him as a private person. In a skilfully concise but vivid biography, forming the 
first part of this book, he shows Sydney Smith’s great gifts in the making. His engaging 
personality, versatility, resilient temperament and sane philosophy of life are seen per- 
vading his daily work, his intimate family life and his private reflections. This man, 
who was to become a brilliant society figure, never showed to better advantage than 
when tackling the 


He was, too,a pet 
y 





r difficulties of a neglected and isolated Yorkshire parish. 
rsistent reformer in the days when reform was not too popular. The 
second and large r part of the book consists of some of his articles from the Edinburgh 
Review (of which he was a co-founder) dealing, among other questions, with tolera- 
tion, female education and prison reform. His Letters of Peter Plymley, in which he 
advocated Catholic emancipation, are given in full. Mr. Bullett gives an explanatory 
paragraph to each article. By showing Sydney Smith as rem: rkable for his courage 
and goodness as he was famous for his gaicty, the author has drawn a balanced picture 


(922.342) 


of his subject. 








MIRABEAU. A Study of a Democratic Monarchist. Oliver J. G. Welch. 
Jonathan Cape, 18s. M8. 356 pages. Portrait frontispiece and 4 illustrations 
Bibliography. Notes. Index. 

The author does not intend his book to be a full biography of the Comte de Mirabcau 

(1749-91), but rather a study of the impact of a remarkable man upon his times, 

Mirabeau, he says, ‘is one of history’ s great failures, but his failure is more interesting 

than most men’s successes’. In spite of the changing x pattern of society effected by the 

French Revolution Mirabeau believed in the retention of the Monarchy on popular 

and active lines and saw himself as the saviour of his country and of Louis XVI. The 

King, however, failed to realize the need to abandon schemes of furtive evasion and 

to conciliate the Jacobin Club, of which Mirabeau had been President, while the 

Girondistes feared that Mirabeau would re-create the alliance of King and Commons. 

This vividly written study offers a penetrating account of Mirabeau’s ideas and methods; 

it assesses his belief in himself and explains his failure, while suggesting that Mirabeau 

is the outstanding personage of this critical phase of French history. The bibliography 

is a list of principal sources. (923.244) 


THIS I REMEMBER. Eleanor Roosevelt. Hutchinson, 21s. sR8. 304 pages. 
49 illustrations. Index. 
The second volume of Mrs. Roosevelt’s autobiography continues the narrative begun 
in The Lady of the White House (1938) through the period between the end of the First 
World War and the death of her husband in April 1945, embracing the return of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt from business to politics, his governorship of New York and 
his continuous tenure of the Presidency of the United States from 1932 onwards. To 
the many portraits of President Roosevelt already published are added impressions and 
judgments of his character and personality formed in the closest possible of human 
relationships. While recording the writer’s own maturing experience in public affairs, 
the book conveys the varying impact on family and friends of her husband’s unique 
role, and makes poignantly plain the ‘separateness’ which compels a man in such high 
public office to be ‘neither husband nor father nor friend in the commonly accepted 
sense of the words’. Besides limning in further the picture of the President, Mrs. 
Roosevelt's independent, kindly, yet not uncritical pen sketches a number of other 
figures as seen through the eyes of the First Lady of the United States, among them the 
King and Queen, Queen Mary, and Madame Chi iang Kai-Shek, as well as many 
prominent participants in the American scene. An appendix reproduces ‘A Plan to 
Preserve World Peace’ entered by Franklin D. Roosevelt for the American Peace 
Award in 1923. (923.273) 


ARTHUR CURRIE. The Biogeaety of a Great Canadian. Hugh 
Urquhart. Dent (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. IM8. 362 pages. Frontispiece. 
B) br) 
4 photographs. 4 reproductions of field messages. 7 ficld maps. Index. 
The first full-length biography of Arthur William Currie (1875-1933), schoolmaster, 
business man, Canadian Corps Commander of the First World War, Principal and 
Vice-Chancellor of McGill University. Currie’s early life is dealt with rather too 
brietly. The m ajor portion of the book is devoted to his military career, during which 
he, a soldier of no professional training, became one of Can ada’s outstanding military 
men. A fair, dispassionate biography, it discusses Currie’s enemies and the whispering 
campaigns that slandered him, and Currie emerges as a man who maintained his 
personal integrity in a world of political and professional intrigue. (923.571) 
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AN ARTIST'S LiFe. Sir Alfred Munnings. Museum Press, 21s. IM8. 328 pages. 
Frontispiece and 128 illustrations. 13 drawings in text. Index. Illustrated 
endpapers. 

A lively, if somewhat formless, autobiography by the past President of the Royal 

Academy, London. Sir Alfred’s reminiscences cover his boyhood in Suffolk, appren- 

ticeship in Norwich where he began his career as a lithographer and poster-designer, 

student trips to Paris, and ultimate fame as an Academician. The illustrations show all 
aspects and periods of his work including some of his poster-designs never before 
reproduced. Sir Alfred has a double reputation today as a painter of horses and race- 
course scenes, and as a pungent critic of most of the vital movements in modern art. 

His prejudices in the latter field appear but are not stressed in his autobiography which 

is full of anecdote and written with gusto. The plates are neither numbered nor listed 

in alphabetical order which reduces the value of the book for reference purposes. 
(927.592) 

THREE SCOTTISH COLOURISTS: S. J. PEPLOE; F. C. B. CADELL; 
LESLIE HUNTER. T. J. Honeyman. Nelson, 18s. sR8. 143 pages. 43 plates 
(16 in colour). Index. 

A study of three modern Scottish painters, Peploe (1871-1935), Cadell (1883-1937) 

and Hunter (1879-1931), by the Director of the Glasgow Art Gallery. These three 

painters were all influenced by the French Impressionist School and developed a vivid 

colour sense in their work. Dr. Honeyman begins his book with a long discussion on 

certain aspects of the Scottish tradition in art written in a style which is at once 
polemical, entertaining and authoritative. This introduction is followed by separate 
studies of the three artists and a concluding section “As I Remember Them’, written 
by Mr. Ion R. Harrison, from whose collection the numerous reproductions are taken. 

This is a soundly conceived and well-written book of great interest to those who 

believe in the maintenance of an independent cultural tradition in those countries, such 

as Scotland, which have been politically united with a larger state. The biographical 
details and photographs of the three artists have a documentary value for the future. 
(927.59941) 

SELECTIONS FROM THI JOURNALS AND PAPERS OF JOHN BYROM, 
POET-DIARIST-SHORTHAND WRITER, 1691-1763. Edited with 
notes and biographical sketches of some of his notable contemporaries by 
Henri Talon. Foreword by Bonamy Dobrée. Rockliff, 25s. D8. 352 pages. 
25 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


John Byrom’s profession as a teacher of shorthand brought him into contact with 


some of the most prominent personalities of the eighteenth century—Newton, 
Horace Walpole, the mystic William Law, the evangelists John Wesley and Whitfield, 
and others. During his constant travelling about England, he kept a diary and wrote 
many letters to his wife, which give a vivid impression of the earlier years of the 
Augustan Age and particularly of the unorthodox religious life of the community. 
Byrom also wrote hymns, poems and epigrams, some of which have been attributed 
to Swift and Pope. He was much of a bon viveur, gregarious and delighting in conversa- 
tion, though disapproving of the theatre and many popular amusements. The editor, 
who is Professor of English Literature in the University of Dijon, has a great know- 
ledge of the eighteenth century, and from the mass of material contained in Byrom’s 
Remains he has selected all that is most characteristic of the man. Byrom emerges from 
his book as one of the pleasantest and most rewarding diarists of his time. (928.215) 
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DEFOE. James Sutherland. 2nd edition. Methuen, 15s. D8. 313 pages. 
10 illustrations. Notes and references. Index. 


Professor Sutherland’s life of Daniel Defoe (1660-1731), first published in 1937, has 
become a classic. The author of Robinson Crusoe, Moll Flanders, Roxana and innumer- 
able political pamphlets (a recent bibliography puts the number of his works at four 
hundred), Defoe was for many years in the front line of political warfare. He was, says 
the author, ‘a man upon whom many conflicting motives played, and who was con- 
tinually at war with himself no less than with his opponents. His voyage through life 
was rough and stormy, and often his whole energy was concentrated upon keeping 
the boat afloat.” Defoe was also a manufacturer of bricks and tiles, a spy, and a con- 
fidential adviser of statesmen. He took part in an armed rebellion, spent several months 
in prison, stood in the pillory, was twice bankrupt, and for forty years he wrote 
almost without ceasing. Professor Sutherland’s book is not only a work of considerable 
scholarship, it is written with a liveliness and wit which makes it a delight to read. 
(928.235) 
THE LAUGHING PHILOSOPHER. Being a Life of Francois Rabelais. 
M. P. Willcocks. Allen & Unwin, 16s. D8. 216 pages. 8 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 
In this Life Miss Willcocks sets out to relate what Rabelais actually did and said, and 
to allow his philosophy to emerge from the account. She describes his birthplace, the 
Chinonais district, and relates his upbringing. We meet his friends and the men who 
influenced him: the Bishop of Maillezais, Bouchet, with whom he began ‘the talking 
he was to continue through four great books, passing freely from the small topic to the 
great, from the grotesque to the serious, interspersing all with magnificently told 
stories’. We fall in with Rabelais the wandering scholar, and are introduced to Dolet; 
Erasmus appears in the background; life in Montpellier and Lyons is portrayed in lively 
colours. We move on to Paris and Miss Willcocks yields to the temptation of lingering 
over Villon, Rabelais’s debt to him and the contrast in their minds (Villon was a 
Christian of the Middle Ages, Rabelais the tolerant Renaissance sceptic). Then we 
journey to Rome with the great Jean du Bellay, and all the time we are shown the great 
books piling up. Miss Willcocks’s touch is light, which is not to say she cannot strike 
the deeper chord. She gives us (in English) the best passages, and on the whole she 
seems inclined to admit the authenticity of the Fifth Book. The volume closes with an 
account of some of Rabelais’s translators, a slight bibliography and a somewhat quaintly 
compiled index. In this book those already acquainted with the subject will meet old 
friends; newcomers will feel irresistibly attracted to pursue their acquaintance further, 
and therein lies the great value of Miss Willcocks’s study. (928.47) 


Britain 

LIFE UNDER THE STUARTS. Falcon Educational Books, 12s.6d. D8. 
189 pages. 17 plates, including portraits. 4 line drawings. Bibliography. 
(The Falcon Histories) 

This is the second volume in this series, uniform with Life under the Tudors (noticed in 

British Book News, January, 1951) and containing many similar articles by many of the 

same contributors. The editor of the series, Mr. J. E. Morpurgo, contributes a good 

introduction and the newcomers are Mr. Maurice Ashley on Politics, Mr. T. F. 

Reddaway on the Capital, Professor Emile Cammaerts on Art, Mr. Martin Briggs on 

Architecture, and Mr. Percy Young on Music. This book is a brief general introduction 

to many aspects of the period, designed for students but agreeable to the casual reader. 
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Unfortunately each contributor is hampered by having to force his material into a 
dozen pages. There is an extensive list of books for further reading, related to the 
subjects treated, and containing also general histories and relevant biographies. The 
volume is well produced and illustrated. (942.06) 


WINTER IN LONDON. Ivor Brown. Collins, 12s.6d. D8. 320 pages. 6 draw- 
ings by Lynton Lamb. Index. 


Mr. Ivor Brown (dramatic critic of the Sunday newspaper The Observer), though not 
of London ‘by blood or by birth’, is we equipped, and : aan by wen ¥ acquaintance, 
to comment on some of its varied districts and on its history, work and recreation. 


Though he begins with ‘A Salute to November’, it is not necessary to take his title too 
literally; his winter ends at any time between mid-March and mid-May, and as a good 
essayist he does not pay strict regard to the calendar. He confesses to a fear of London 
in summer, and then in July ‘there are mountains. There are seas.’ As critic and his- 
torian, he is almost inevitably attracted first by Hampstead, Southwark, and the 
West End. But there are many unexpect 1 turns and ple: sant surprises in his wander- 
ngs. He re-creates very vividly the London of his Edwardian boyhood, partly for its 
interest but also to emphasize the extent to which present-day London has changed. 
His occasional criticisms, abundantly justified, are made gently and with restraint 

many readers may feel, too gently —but his role is not that of a censor but of a com- 
mentator, scholarly, urbane and witty, on Edwardian and neo-Georgian London. 


(942.1) 


WILTSHIRE. Edith Olivier. Hale, 15s. D8. 366 pages. 49 illustrations. Folding 
map. Index. (The County Books Series) 
The late Edith Olivier knew and loved the Wiltshire country, and did a great deal to 
revive and spread a kno ywledge of its traditions and treasures. In this volume she has 
collected the results of many years’ extremely wide reading. The book begins with a 
tribute to her predecessors among historians of the county, then treats of early travel 
and travellers, and returns to antiquities, local building stones, dialects, and sports. 
Then there are sections on boroughs, market towns, and villages respectively, and 
finally some account f the great houses and collections. On almost every page there 
is an interesting a pt quotation or reference. If there is a little repetition or disorder 
occasionally, this is redeemed by the affection po lively mind of the author. That she 
should have held office as Mayor of Wilton was some recognition of her work for the 
county. (942.31) 


Poland 
THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF POLAND. [Vol.1.] FROM THE ORIGINS 
TO SOBIESKI (TO 1696). Edited by W. F. Reddaway, J. H. Penson, 
O. Halecki and R. Dyboski. Cainbridge University Press, 42s. R8. 621 pa 
16 plates. 2 maps. 
The Cambridge History of Poland was planned in 1936; the later half of it was ready first 
and was published in 1941. Publication of the present important volume, which 
completes the narrative (the third and final volume will cont un the bibliographies), 
was delayed by the tragic impact of the war on the lives of many of the scholars 
working on its preparation. Some were driven into exile, some into captivity, and a 


number died. Professor Reddaway, who was principally responsible for the work, 
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died before this volume could receive the benefit of his final revision. In the circum- 
stances, uniformity in names, in terminology, in standards of translation could not be 
expected, nor overlapping treatment or conflicting conjectures avoided. This is, 
nevertheless, the standard work on Polish history for English readers. The aim has been 
to provide a narrative which would not be just a string of episodes but would display 
‘continuous development’, and the contributors number fifty specialists of inter- 
national reputation. (943.8) 


Italy 
THE VILLA DIANA. Alan Moorchead. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. D8. 
160 pages. I plate. 12 drawings by Osbert Lancaster. 

Alan Moorehead, distinguished war correspondent and, more recently, novelist, 
now lives with his family in the villa near Florence which supplies the title for this 
book. In the fifteenth century the Villa Diana was given by Lorenzo the Magnificent 
to the scholar-poet, Angelo Polizano. The author seeks to re-create in a fairly lengthy 
biographical sketch the contemporary atmosphere of Florence and the Medici court. 
Angelo, in the convention of scholars, was not a man of action, and his hesitancy and 
obsequiousness drew adverse criticism in the rough and tumble of Florentine life in 
the Renaissance. But his standing as a poet is secure. The rest of the book consists of 
seven chapters (six of which have appeared in the New Yorker) on post-war scenes and 
developments in Italy. They include incisively written accounts of the horse race for 
the Palio at Siena, the reconstruction of Cassino, Portofino and the general strike, and 
recent Sicilian banditry. These are also vehicles for Mr. Moorchead’s comments on 
social and political developments and their impact on the ordinary citizen. Though 
the book lacks unity, the individual chapters are entertaining and informative. Osbert 
Lancaster’s drawings are delightful. (945) 


Turkey 
IN THE DAYS OF THE JANISSARIES. Old Turkish Life as depicted in the 
‘Travel Book’ of Evliya Chelebi. Alexander Pallis. Introduction by Philip 
Graves. Hutchinson, 18s. D8. 236 pages. Frontispiece and 36 illustrations. 
Endpaper map. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Evliyé Chelebi—Chelebi is a Turkish term for a gentleman of standing—was a Turk 
of honourable family who was born in Constantinople in 1611 and died about 1680. 
Many of his paternal ancestors were in the army, but his mother and her brother were 
Caucasian slaves who had the good fortune to be bought as children by the reigning 
Sultan. It was typical of the democratic essence of the Ottoman Empire to the end of 
its history that the little slave boy, Evliya’s uncle, rose to be Grand Vizier. As such, he 
became the patron of his intelligent, inquiring and industrious nephew. Evliy4 had 
the varied career characteristic of the Ottoman Empire. He was successively muezzin 
(a caller of the Faithful to prayer), an Imperial page, a soldier, a diplomat. He visited, 
on duty or for his own satisfaction, not only the whole of the then vast Empire of the 
Padishahs and Persia but most of the countries of western Europe. With unbounded 
industry if with little style and less method he recorded what he saw and heard in ten 
encyclopaedic books, whose extent can be guessed at by the fact that only the first 
two are dealt with here. Mr. Pallis, now Minister at the Greek Embassy in London, 
knows the lands, arts and crafts of the old Ottoman Empire well. His book will be a 
revelation to most of its readers, and its effect is enhanced by admirably selected illus- 
trations of unpublished drawings and miniatures of life in Turkey ‘in the days of the 
Janissaries’. (949.6) 
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China 
CHINA: A SHORT CULTURAL HISTORY. C. P. Fitzgerald. Revised 
edition. Cresset Press, 42s. R8. 639 pages. 21 plates. 66 illustrations in text. 
19 maps. Chronological table. Notes on pronunciation and spelling. Index. 

(The Cresset Historical Series) 

Professor Fitzgerald of the Department of Oriental Studies at the Australian National 
University has written an account of the historical development of China during 3,000 
years, from prehistoric times down to the T ‘ai P’ing rebellion in the nineteenth century, 
covering the effects of political, religious, and cultural movements and giving equal 
weight to the literary sources and to the archacological evidence. In all these fields, 
but especially in the latter, fresh knowledge is being acquired by European historians 
with such celerity that revision becomes necessary in each decade. This revised edition, 
with additional illustrations, of a standard work first published in 1935 is, therefore, 
opportune. Po itical history is given only in outline. Cultural conditions are treated in 
greater detail and, in separate chapters, Chinese sources are used to indicate the 
economic background. The record of carly contacts with the Roman Orient and the 
Middle East is ful lly treated in view of its special interest for Europe an readers. The 
book, preserving a bal lance between the early and later epochs, is divided into seven 
parts, each covering an epoch: Feudal China, the First Empire, the Age of Confucius, 
the T’ang Empire, the Sung dynasty, the Ming dynasty, China under the Manchus. 
In each part there are chapters on art, literature and religion, treating with special 
attention the most significant developments of the period under discussion. This 
book is intended for the general reader who has not made a special study of Chinese 
culture and, while it should admirably meet his needs, it is at the same time not an out- 
line but a reliable and scholarly cultural history of China. (951) 





Canada 

OUR CENTURY. Romuald Bourque. Introductions by Rabbi Charles 
Bender, Abbé Arthur Maheux and the Rev. Norman A. MacMurray. 
Editorial Associates (Montreal, Canada), $2.00. L.Post 8. 167 pages. Illus- 
trations 


ae is a collection of addresses by the Mayor of Outremont, a predominantly French- 

peaking part of Greater Montreal. Making use, for his title, of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s 
* ae 1s prophecy that the twentic th century would be Canada’s, the author expresses 
simply and effectively his faith in the future of Canada. Relations beeween Canadians of 
co ali races, creeds, and political beliefs are discussed and their variety, as well as 
unity, is illustrated by the introductions contributed by representatives of the clergy 
of the three faiths, French Roman Catholic, English Protestant, and Jewish. The 
author touches, too, on Canada’s dealings with the United States. In his speeches to 
Americans he tries to interpret Canada, and in particular Canadians of his own, that 
is French, origin. What he has to say about Canadian unity and nationhood has been 
said before, but his sincerity and freshness of approach deserve an audience. (971) 


A HISTORY OF CANADA. Jean Bruchési. Translated from the French by 

R. W. W. Robertson. Clarke Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $3.50. 1C8. 371 pages. 
M. Bruchési’s box Ik is interpretative as well as descriptive and shows clearly the results 
of a French-Canadian outlook. The major developments in Canadian history during 
the past four centuries are considered. One-third of the book is devoted to the French 
period up to 1759, French settlement, dreams of empire, Jesuit missionary enterprise 
and the seigniorial system. The remaining two-thirds tell the story of the whole 
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country since then, but still from the viewpoint of a French-Canadian from Quebec. 
This gives the book a distinct individuality. The writing shows vitality and coherence; 
an excellent balance is achieved between the general and the particular. Perhaps the 
work’s greatest value to the student—and its possible danger to the credulous—is the 
unique chance it gives to study Canada’s development through the eyes of a very able 
French-Canadian scholar and partisan. (971) 


British West Indies 
THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. W. L. Burn. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. 196 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. Endpaper map. (Hutchinson's University Library) 

This book, by the Professor of Modern History, King’s College, Durham, deals not 
only with the West Indies but with Bermuda and the Falkland Islands, and ranges 
from the days of the Elizabethan slave trade to current political problems. Not only 
is the connection of the Caribbean territories with Europe longer than that of other 
Colonial territories, but they afford great diversity both of background and of prob- 
lems; England, France, Holland, and America have all had interests here since the 
early eighteenth century. Although somewhat confused in presentation, this volume 
will be welcomed as one of the few up-to-date books on the West Indies. (972.9) 


South-East Asia 
THE STAKES OF DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA. H. J. van Mook. 
Allen & Unwin, 15s. 312 pages. Sketch map. Index. 

By both origin and career qualified to claim a special understanding of South-East 
Asiatic problems, having been born in Java and spent much of his life in public adminis- 
tration there, Dr. van Mook examines the implications of national independence for 
the peoples of South-East Asia; will it bring in its train liberty and democracy, or 
corrupt government, dissension and bankruptcy? Or will the final answer be absorp- 
tion into the sphere of totalitarian communism? Expounding the elements of his 
thesis in the introduction, the author is emphatic that the nations of the democratic 
West must establish a new relationship with those of South-East Asia based on co- 
operation and voluntary association. Divided into three sections, the book traces the 
foundations of South-East Asia and its domination by the West, reviews the upheavals 
of war and nationalism, and discusses the portents for the future regarding this key 
zone with its rich potential of raw materials and foodstuffs. To illustrate his argument, 
Dr. van Mook devotes the more detailed attention to the case-history since 1940 of 
Indonesia. An important commentary on colonialism, the book offers guidance to 
policy-makers and is essential reading for both layman and specialist interested in 
developments in this area and their relation to the future of the free world. (992) 


FICTION 

General 

THE LOVED AND_ ENVIED. Enid Bagnold. Heinemann, to0s.6d. C8. 

332 pages. 

In the form of an extremely well-told and engrossing story, Miss Bagnold has written 
an essay on the effect of age, or the approach of age, on the minds and therefore the 
lives of the seemingly fortunate and secure. All her people have the power of position 
and wealth, but Miss Bagnold shows how powerless many people are, in spite of their 
position and wealth when the enemy, fear, menaces them through a breach in the 
armour of their vanity. She takes several couples—the Vicomte de Bas-Pouilly and his 
mistress Rose; the Duca di Roccafergolo who marries his housekeeper Celestine; the 
successful playwright, Rudi Holbein, and his wife Cora—and contrasts them with 
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Ruby, Lady Maclean her daughter Miranda, and her husband Gynt. At fifty-three 
Ruby finds that her good looks—in her day she has been a great beauty—are passing, 

but, unlike the others in her circle, she faces the cha nge re alistically and comes to terms 
with the new world into which she moves when the recognition ‘of age is made. Miss 
Bagnold shows great skill in weaving the threads of her various personal histories into 
a complex but harmonious pattern, and her writing possesses delicacy, precision, and a 
most delightful wit 


COME IN SPINNER. Dymphna Cusack and Florence James. Heinemann, 
I< s.6d. lc &. 424 pages 
| e scene is Sydney during the war when the city was invaded by service men and 
xiety and scarcity resulted in a hectic increase in the pace of livin; g, in black mar- 
eee ng and in an impulse to snatch at any opportunity for profit or pleasure. The 
chief characters are the attractive en ployees of a beauty salon in a luxury hotel. We 
are introduced to the staff of the hotel, to certain members of its floating popul: ition, 
the men on leav ve , tl ( ngers-on, the would-be soc ialite Ss, but the private lives 5 of “the ¢ 
hard-working young women in the salon are the main concern of the book, which 
reveals their h 10pes and fears, their ambitions, and the problems they have to face and 
solve for themselves. Two have to measure love against money, one has to adjust 
wm self to the loss of her husband, another to the weakness of the man she loves. There 
is a horrifying glimpse of the vice racket into which a young girl is unsuspectingly 
drawn. The book calls to mind the blare of a band; the effect is one of noise and pace, 
| of their material. Their characters are very much 
alive, and their story is told with a gusto that leaves no time to draw bre ath. The 


but the authors never lose contre 


style matches the content and tellingly conveys the atmosphere of a war conscious 


city attended by uncertainty and restlessness. It is a heck that many women will 


life mainly from a woman’s viewpoint. 


enjoy , Since It looks at 
TWO CENTURIES OF FRENCH SHORT STORIES. Selected and trans- 
lated by R. G. Goodyear and P. J. R. Wright. Paul Elek, 12s.6d. sC8. 
257 pages 
As the compilers indicate in their preface, this anthology has a wide range of period 
and technique, varies greatly in mood and method—is altogether a very assorted mix- 
ture. Because of this « liversity the book lacks a point of view and must be judged 
simply as a miscellany of French short stories from the ci; ghteenth, nineteenth, and 
(though the title does not state this) early twentieth centuries. As such, it is a very 
acceptable collection and is full of interest. There are seventeen authors ranging from 
oe to Colette; they include de Musset, Daudet, Bazin, Pierre Louys and 
tharles-Louis Philippe as wé as ches expected names of de Maupassant, Balzac, and 
F Sehe Many of the stories are very short, but, as the compilers point out, economy and 
precision are the indisp mnie features of the short story—the true short story is like 
the sonnet in that its brevity is the essence of its art. The translations, on the whole, 
are good. 


THE TRAVELLING GRAVE and Other Stories. L. P. Hartley. James Barrie, 
os.6d. C8. 288 pages. 

Many readers wit remember The Killing Bottle and Other Stories, a volume which Mr. 

Hartley published in 1932 and which secured him a high reputation many years before 

novels like The Shrimp and the Anemone and The Boat won him a wider popularity. 

Fantasy and dream are e elements in 1 his wolting, and in this collection of tales ‘of 

mystery and imagination’—which, by the way, includes The K Killing Bottle and many 
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other long out-of-print stories—they are paramount. Mr. Hartley is able to evoke the 
mood of fear very powerfully, but is too apt to dissipate a good deal of his effect by 
giving away too much in advance: tales of mystery cease to be mysterious if the 
explanation is obvious in the title or the opening paragraphs. For this reason, the 
stories in this book are enjoyable, not so much because of the uncanny and macabre 
events with which they deal, but rather because of the pleasant atmosphere of the 
English countryside which Mr. Hartley is able to convey through his writing. He 
portrays charming, civilized society very well, and his social observation, though 
acute, is always gentle and wittily expressed. 


AFTER THE HOLIDAY. Cledwyn Hughes. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. C8. 
224 pages. 

Many novelists today make no attempt to gain sympathy for their characters, but 
present them with an almost clinical detachment. Mr. Hughes belongs to this rapidly 
increasing group: he tells a mad tale about unpleasant characters, but leaves moral 
judgment entirely to the reader. His story starts during a seaside holiday in Wales 
when the very ordinary wife of a very ordinary bank clerk decides—in order to have 
a real holiday—to commit adultery with the local parson, a man whose philosophy is 
“sin like hell and then repent’. As a result of this indiscretion there are poison-pen 
letters and retaliatory poisoned chocolates; a separation of husband and wife; and a 
reward—in the form of a wife and a new job for the parson. Because this story has the 
sober air of a police record, its bizarre quality is wholly convincing. 


A CHANGE OF HEART. Emyr Humphreys. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 
C8. 239 pages. 

With two distinguished novels already to his credit, Emyr Humphreys has produced 
in A Change of Heart a brilliant study of personal relationships among professors and 
students in a Welsh university town. The book begins by presenting us with a situa- 
tion—the death of Howell Morris’s wife Lucy—as it appears to her brother Frank, and 
then proceeds to reveal the truth about that situation in a way that also reveals the 
truth about many of the characters in the story. Lucy and Alcuin Philips, the English 
lecturer who is Frank’s great friend, prove to be more—and less—than they seem. Mr. 
Humphreys calls his story a comedy, for although the events in it are serious, their out- 
come is favourable. Mr. Humphreys writes with a powerful and pungent pen, and his 
observation of provincial manners and customs, of literary bohemians, and of class 
consciousness is extraordinarily penetrating. He is also that rare phenomenon—a 
writer who can describe young love with originality. 


THE ADVANCEMENT OF SPENCER BUTTON. Brian James. Angus & 

Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 12s.6d. D8. 282 pages. 
This novel of the life of a State school teacher in New South Wales during the last 
sixty years combines an interesting commentary on Australian education with a 
moving story which is never spoiled by obvious didacticism. The reader follows the 
career of Spencer Button from his apprenticeship as a pupil teacher to his final year as 
headmaster of a city high school. In this environment his personal relationships with 
staff, pupils, inspectors, his wife and, later, with parents and citizens are ever prominent. 
The author’s restrained characterization largely accounts for the appeal of the book. 
Brian James is well known as a short-story writer, and this, his first novel, shows his 
undoubted gifts as a novelist. 
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THAT WHICH WAS LOST and THE DARK ANGELS. Francois Mauriac. 
Translated from the French by J. H. F. McEwen and Gerard Hopkins 
respectively. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1C8. 352 pages. (The Collected 
English Edition of the Novels of Francois Mauriac) 

In these two short novels M. Mauriac shows himself once more fascinated by the 
power of human evil. The first story, That Which Was Lost, is unusual for him, how- 
ever, in that it takes place not in the countryside but in sophisticated Paris society. The 
evil which M. Mauriac examines in this novel is evil of omission rather than of com- 
mission—the failure of the writer, Marcel, to retain the vision with which he began 
and the ignorance of its true nature which he shows by attempting to regain it through 
physical and not spiritual means. Two of the characters in this story, Marcel’s wife 
Tota and her brother Alain, reappear in The Dark Angels. This has the rural setting 
which M. Mauriac can bring to actuality so well. Here, quite definitely, is evil of com- 
mission in the person of Gradére, a gifted and handsome man who, falling into evil 
company as a youth, deliberately adopts a career of crime and wickedness. In both 
these stories M. Mauriac shows that evil is a disease that spreads from the infected 
individual to corrupt all those with whom he comes into contact. 


THE COMPLETE STORIES OF HERMAN MELVILLE. Edited, with an 
Introduction and Notes, by Jay Leyda. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. D8. 
506 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Notes. 

These stories were written between 1853 and 1856 when Herman Melville (1819-01) 

was suffering from the failure of his introspective novel Pierre to please a public that 

had delighted in the straightforward adventure narratives of his earlier books. The 
tales represent Melville’s last attempt to write directly for an audience. After 1856 he 
wrote only to satisfy himself. Although written expressly for magazines, these tales 
are far from the modern conception of ‘the magazine story’. In the form of allegory 
and making plentiful use of symbolism, they express one man’s deepest thoughts about 
nature and human nature. They are personal, even egotistical, and because they reveal 
innermost secrets they are often guarded in manner. Some, like Bartleby, are too 
guarded to succeed as stories, but others like the magnificent Benito Cereno, the 
ingenious I and My Chimney, and the delightful Apple-Tree Table, are admirable as 
literature quite apart from their concealed significances. This is an important book, as 
the stories have not appeared before in a single volume, though some were included in 
The Piazza Tales (1856) and The Apple-Tree Table (1922). 


A SEASON IN ENGLAND. P. H. Newby. Jonathan Cape, 1os.6d. IC8. 
320 pages. 
In his previous novels Mr. Newby has shown himself an adept at portraying a world 
which, out of focus in comparison with normal life, yet has the power to persuade the 
reader into an acceptance of its own peculiar standards. A Season in England is no excep- 
tion to this. It tells the story of a son’s relationship to his possessive parents, a posses- 
siveness that continues even after his death in Cairo from typhoid. Unknown to his 
parents Guy, as a sort of defiance, has married a Greek girl, Renee, and when he has 
died she turns up in England to meet them. The parents hate her, and Guy’s friend, 
Passmore, who tells the story, is involved as an intermediary. Those are the bare bones 
of the plot—but it is not the plot that matters in this novel. What matters is the reality 
that Mr. Newby succeeds in giving to his odd marionettish figures, the aptness of his 
comments on the collision between English and foreign ways of thought, and the 
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precision of his analysis of emotional states. If, in the end, one is not wholly satisfied, 
it is because Mr. Newby is a novelist who finds the journey far more exciting than the 
destinatic mn. 


THE ASSYRIAN and Other Stories. William Saroyan. Faber, 10s.6d. C8. 
288 pages. 

In this volume Mr. Saroyan has collected all the short stories he has written since the 
end of the war. It is the kind of book that, though far from perfect, one wants to re- 
read and to possess. When Mr. Saroyan fails—and it must be admitted that in this 
book he fails quite often—his failure occurs at a deep level of emotional experience and 
knowledge and is, therefore, more valuable, as a revelation of human nature, than a 
dozen successes achieved by a clever manipulation of surface appearances. This quality 
in Mr. Saroyan’s writing has its origin in his attitude to his work. He explains this 
attitude in a long, interesting introduction to these stories called The Writer on the 
Writing. A writer, Mr. Saroyan says, ‘should never stop work on the job of creating 
his own character’, and goes on to suggest that such a creation of character is likely to 
produce works of art. Mr. Saroyan is, of course, perfectly right—it is likely to, 
occasionally—but what is more important is that it will consistently result in writing 
that has great interest as a chronicle of an inquiring and growing personality. All the 
stories in The Assyrian have this interest, giving a unity to slick commercial pieces like 
‘The Cocktail Party’, scraps of autobiography like “The Foreigner’, and fresh, de- 
lightful tales like ‘The Parsley Garden’, which is a perfect example of Mr. Saroyan’s 
ability to communicate the almost incommunicable. 


A GAME OF HIDE AND SEEK. Elizabeth Taylor. Peter Davies, gs.6d. C8. 
264 pages. 

This very talented young novelist introduces, characteristically, a number of characters, 
young and old, friends and relations—well-to-do neighbours in a small town near 
London; cach of them is sharply observed, but the pattern of the interaction of their 
personalities and lives—a fascinating feature of Miss Taylor’s work—is more blurred 
than is usual. The central strand is the love affair of Harriet and Vesey. We meet them 
first in adolescence, when the shy and naive girl develops an intense, painful and but 
half understood passion for the pallid, exhibitionist yet indeterminate and raw youth 
(he was bound to become a second-rate actor with an undefined illness); these two, 
in fact, never really grow up, and twenty years later—Harrict conscientiously cherish- 
ing an adoring husband and failing to understand her ‘difficult’? young daughter— 
their love and their need for cach other, now flickering now incandescent, pursues its 
painful and somewhat unrewarding course. More discursive and, perhaps, less poig- 
nantly moving than Miss Taylor’s previous successes A View of the Harbour and A 
Wreath of Roses, this study in sensibility is, nevertheless, a novel well above the 
average. 


THE MASK AND THE MAN. Alan Thomas. Gollancz, 9s.6d. C8. 222 pages. 
One might call Mr. Thomas’s little book a character study or a sketch of a personality, 
were it not that in its quict and almost nonchalant fashion it poses the question—which 
its hero Goderic Ralston cannot ostensibly answer—what is, in fact, personality? 
Ralston is viewed through the eyes of the narrator, an artist friend, and Penderell first 
meets him as an officer in the 1914-18 war—a likeable, sensitive, rather diffident 
fellow. Subsequently (Ralston is now somewhat uncertainly studying law) the two 
young men share rooms. When Penderell, some twenty years later, next comes across 
his old friend—now Sir Goderic—he is a suave, successful Civil Servant, armoured 
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against the world, with an unlikely and formidable wife. What is the nature of this 
strange metamorphosis? Which is the real Ralston—automaton or private man? Will 
he ‘possess his soul before he dies’? The answer to these questions is unfolded in a 
manner deliberately unemphatic and low toned, which, nevertheless, has the power to 
grip the reader’s attention to the end. 


MOULDED IN EARTH. Richard Vaughan. Murray, 9s.6d. C8. 288 pages. 

rhis is a first novel by a young Welsh writer of striking ability. Set in the border 
country between Carmarthenshire and Breconshire, it is a story of farming life as it 
was about forty years ago when, for country people able to supply their own produce 
and make their own clothes, the standard of living was high, if rough. The book is full 
of joy in natural things like frost and wintry stars and wind and water; of joy in simple 
things like well-sc rubbed kitchens and country comradeship. The story is a dramatic 
one of a feud between two farming families, the Pecles and the Ellises. The feud is 
complicated by the love of the Peeles’ son for the Ellises’ daughter: much bitterness is 
suffered before the lovers are united and the families are reconciled. This story is not a 
very original one and the attraction of the book lies rather in its style: Mr. Vaughan 


writes a lyrical but strong prose that carries along his tale of primitive emotions with a 
splendid exuberance. 


[THE PINK HOUSE. Nelia Gardner White. Constable, 10s.6d. C8. 312 pages. 
[his American novel of family life in New England has a leisurely, old-fashioned air 
that carries its own charm—quite apart from the story, which is itself engrossing in 
its traditional and unaffected way. The story is told by Norah, an orphan cripple, who 
goes to live in the Pink House and, finding there a sensitive boy and two beautiful 
girls, feels herself an unlovely, unwanted outsider. Her Aunt Rose is an attractive 
woman who inspires love in others but gives none herself, and her boy and girl 
cousins have the robust callousness of childhood—but there is Aunt Poll, gruff but 
kind, and Paul, who has an understanding that the other children lack. In the end, after 
much loneliness and anguish, Norah—through Paul—is received into the fuliness of 
life, no longer an outsider marked for an embarrassed pity, but a valued member of her 


community. Such a story could have been sentimental in the extreme: in Mrs. White’s 
hands it is sincere and moving. 


SPRING SONG. Lewis Wilshire. Dent, 10s.6d. C8. 347 pages. 

This kind of unpretentious, rather earnest novel, only a few degrees above an amateur 
level of accomplishment, can be redeemed by the honesty of its thought and the 
directness of its writing. Such is the case with Spring Song. Its story, its situations, its 
method are all conventional, but Mr. Wilshire has such belief in them and puts so 
much genuine feeling into his description of a young working-class man’s growing 
up—his wish to get on in life through correspondence courses, his discovery of 
literature, his falling in love—that one is almost persuaded into reading of these things 
as though for the first time. His account of the boy’s home life—the intimacy, the 
tart humour, the curiosity about one another’s affairs—is particularly vivid. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THEY CAME TO BAGHDAD. Agatha Christie. Collins, 8s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 


Agatha Christie departs from her usual detective story to provide a thoroughgoing 
adventure yarn. An important conference is to be held in Baghdad and attempts are 
made to prevent certain people attending it who have important evidence to offer of a 
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subversive organization that is plotting world destruction. Into a melée of sinister 
events steps a young quick-witted typist, who, because her qualities are under- 
estimated by the enemy, succeeds where others have failed in thwarting their designs. 
It is a most exciting story to which one can surrender oneself in certain expectation of 
enjoyment. 


WHITE LIE THE DEAD. Philip Loraine. Hodder & Stoughton, 9s.6d. C8. 
256 pages. 

The author has made a dramatic story of this riddle of a rich woman’s death from an 
overdose of sedative. Her young husband, who married her for her money, is imme- 
diately suspect and only one person believes him to be innocent. The tragedy of the 
situation in general grows upon the reader without emphasis, and sympathy is 
gradually elicited for one who is what circumstances have made him. The dialogue is 
good, matching character and occasion, the story is given a new twist by an unexpected 
ending, and we are presented, for a change, with a really detestable detective. 


THE MURDER OF A RED HAIRED MAN. Mary Plum. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
gs.6d. C8. 288 pages. 
Sent down to Florida to pick up information about a man who plans to marry his 
chief’s daughter, Jeremy Vane saves a young girl from being murdered. He gets her 
a job in Washington and soon after his chief is found injured with a dead man beside 
him. Jeremy and the girl are caught up in a series of sinister events that mount to an 
exciting climax in the Florida swamps where the story began. There is plenty here to 
satisfy the reader: action and suspense, an attractive hero and heroine, a real ‘dyed-in- 


the-wool’ villain and a fascinating description of eerie swampland that offers ideal 
cover for criminal activities. 


THE STALKING MAN. Wilson Tucker. Cassell, 9s. C8. 192 pages. 

A murder most ingeniously contrived to look like an accident baffles the police as to 
motive. A private detective begins a painstaking investigation into the victim’s past, 
aided by a character with a long memory who supplies him with information and, 
unwittingly, the identity of the murderer. A competent story, which deals, with an 
effective avoidance of emphasis, with the events that gradually throw light upon an 
intriguing mystery and the human emotions involved in it. 


Reprints 
General 


OLD GoRIOT. Honoré de Balzac. A New Translation from the French by 
Marion Ayton Crawford. With an Introduction. Penguin Books, 2s. sC8. 
304 pages. Paper bound. (The Penguin Classics) 

Balzac (1799-1850) had already written a large number of novels when in 1842 he 

contemplated the Comédie Humaine, that prodigious enterprise which was intended to 

include the variety of nearly all human activity in its one vast encompassing scheme. Of 
the projected 143 novels he completed nearly a hundred, a feat he accomplished by 
driving himself to work up to eighteen hours a day for long stretches at a time. The 
scheme of the Comédie Humaine was retrospective, including several stories already 
published. One of these was Old Goriot, first issued as a serial in 1834. It is one of the 
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best of his novels, for while it is almost entirely free from Balzac’s besetting sins of 
over-dramatization and over-indulgence in descriptive detail, it shows his method of 
recording the life of his day with realistic—almost scientific—exactitude at its most 
vigorous and colourful. The student Rastignac is revealed to us, as he grows in know- 
ledge and experience, with such completeness and clarity that reticence seems to be a 
non-existent word; but it is not only Rastignac who is ‘examined as under a micro- 
scope—through him Balzac shows us equally clearly, not only the other occupants of 
Madame Vauquer’s boarding-house, but the many different kinds of human nature 
that made up Paris society. It is this combination of particularity with comprehensive- 
ness that makes Balzac so astonishing and impressive. The great scene of Goriot’s death 
comes off very well in this new translation. 


KING SOLOMON’S MINES. H. Rider Haggard. Pan Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
191 pages. Paper bound. 

This is the first of the many adventure romances of Rider Haggard (1856-1925), who 
was a master of this kind of writing in the period that began with Jules Verne, con- 
tained Robert Louis Stevenson and ended with H. G. Wells. King Solomon's Mines 
(1886) is considered the best of his stories in this kind. He uses to the full his know- 
ledge and experience of Africa, creates the three convincing characters Allan Quater- 
main, Sir Henry Curtis and Commander Good, whose exploits he follows up in other 
books, and makes a characteristic setting in which his imagination could create an 
effective story: the discovery of an isolated race whose traditions and mysteries link 
them with the ancient history of the outside world. In this book the quest for and 
discovery of the treasure of King Solomon (which has often exercised the minds of 
more serious investigators) is the theme of the story. It involves hard but credible 
experiences, a civil war and a narrow escape with a handful of the treasure. All readers 
with a taste for adventure will welcome this reprint of an excellent story. 


THE PURPLE LAND. W. H. Hudson. Introduction by David Garnett. 
Dent, 7s.6d. C8. 384 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. (Uniform 
Edition) 

W. H. Hudson (1841-1922) had been living in England for sixteen years when The 
Purple Land (originally known as The Purple Land that England Lost, i.e. Uruguay) was 
published in 1885. For this first book Hudson drew on the South American ex- 
periences that he also used later to good effect in Green Mansions and Far Away and 
Long Ago. The story of The Purple Land is a slight one about a young Englishman who 
leaves his wife in Montevideo and goes riding across the pampas in search of work: it 
serves Hudson as a framework which he can embellish with anecdotes and reflections 
and with descriptions of nature and gaucho life. The book has the colourful appeal of 
an unfamiliar place and people—and also the considerable charm of Hudson’s style and 
personality. This new uniform edition of Hudson’s works meets a long-standing need, 

for the comprchensive Collected Hudson of 1923 was expensive and limited to 750 

copies and the Popular Edition (now out of print) was far from complete, the present 

volume, to give one example, not being included. 


MARY LAVELLE. Kate O’Brien. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 256 pages. 
Paper bound. 


This leisurely romance tells of an Irish girl who (in 1922) goes out to Spain as a gover- 
ness. The ‘English Miss’ is very attractive, but provincial and rather naive—in fact far 
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less sophisticated than her charges, three young daughters of the cultivated and well- 
to-do family with whom she lives. ‘It’s been fantastic, my time in Spain,’ says the im- 
pressionable young heroine at the end of it, ‘a mad, impossible thing dropped into my 
ordinary life.’ The Spanish background is portrayed in much detail and colour by an 
assured pen, as is the young girl’s first experience of passionate love. The book was first 
published in 1936. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
PONNY THE PENGUIN. Veronica Basser. Harrap (London) in association with 
the Australasian Publishing Co. (Sydney), 4s. C8. 90 pages. Black-and-white 
illustrations by Edwina Bell. (The York Series for Young Children) 
An account in story form of the life of an Adélie penguin in the Antarctic. We see her 
emerging from the shell, learning to swim and to avoid her enemies, the gull and the 
sea-leopard. We hear about the sports the penguins enjoy—long jumping and high 
jumping and riding on ice-rafts—their long, exhausting swim from the rookery to 
their winter quarters, and the return journey to the rookery where Ponny finds her- 
self a husband. The story ends with a new little penguin breaking her way out of 
Ponny’s egg. Penguins are engaging and amusing creatures and children of seven to 
ten will enjoy this account of them. 


FAIRY TALES FROM THE ISLE OF MAN. Dora Broome. Penguin Books, 
ts.6d. sC8. 160 pages. Black-and-white illustrations by John Harwood. 
Paper bound. (Puffin Story Books) 

A collection of traditional tales from the Isle of Man in the middle of the Irish Sea. 

Here are the Little Fellows, the Giants, the Phynnodderee, the Bugganes and the 

magicians, who made life so interesting and exciting in the olden days. These stories 


have a charm of their own and should be very much enjoyed by children of eight to 
ten. 


THE WONDERFUL ADVENTURES OF NILS. Selma Lagerléf. Dent, 7s.6d. 
IC8. 303 pages. 8 coloured and many black-and-white illustrations by 
Hans Baumhauer. (Dent’s Children’s Illustrated Classics) 


A welcome and attractive reprint of a children’s classic which first appeared in Sweden 
in 1906-7. This English translation by Velma Swanston Howard was first published in 
America and has been somewhat revised for the present edition. It is the story of a 
naughty boy who, because of his unkindness, is turned into a tiny elf. He flies on the 
back of a gander in company with a flock of wild geese and on his travels sees Sweden 
and gains the friendship of the animals and birds. For children of nine to twelve. 


LITTLE DRAGONS OF THE NEVER NEVER. Ella McFadyen. Harrap 
(London) in association with the Australasian Publishing Co. (Sydney), 4s. 
C8. 96 pages. Black-and-white illustrations by Edwina Bell. (The York 
Series for Young Children) 

The author describes the engaging and curious ways of her pet horned dragons from 

central Australia, Wendy and Marco. Marco was the venturesome, forgetful one and 

Wendy was the wise helpful one who had to look after Marco and keep him out of 

trouble. The book i is charmingly written and should please and interest children of 

eight to ten in the strange little creatures it describes. 


470 





eden 


od in 
of a 
n the 
eden 


arrap 


1, 43. 
York 


from 
e and 
put of 
en of 








CHURINGA TALES. Stories of Alchuringa—The Dream-time of the 
Australian Aborigines. Erle Wilson. Harrap (London) in association with 
the Australasian Publishing Co. (Sydney), 4s. C8. 96 pages. Black-and-white 
illustrations by Sally Medworth. (The York Ser ies for Young Children) 

Legends and tales of thte Australian aborigines simply told for children of seven to ten, 

including stories of how the tribes came to speak different languages, how they learned 


to make a fire to keep themselves warm and also how to control it, why nobody speaks 
when a wagtail is near and why a dog howls at the moon. 


Non-Fiction 
AND SO TO THE PLAYHOUSE. Lynette Feasey. Harrap, 7s.6d. C8. 
192 pages. 7 illustrations. 


The three plays chosen to represent the seventeenth-century English theatre, and of 
which abridged versions have been made are Comus: A Masque, by John Milton (1608- 
74), Venice Preserved, or A Plot Discovered: a tragedy, by Thomas Otway (1652-85), 
and Millamant and Mirabell (from The Way of the World): a comedy, by William 
Congreve (1670-1729). A brief, informative introduction, entitled “The London 
Playhouse in the Time of Pepys’, describes the theatres, actors and audiences with 
numerous quotations from the famous diarist, Samuel Pepys (1633-1703). Each play 
is preceded by an account of its writing and early production, and followed by notes 
for the benefit of producer and cast. In the vein of the author’s earlier Old England at 
Play and On the Playbill in Old London, the book is a useful and attractive introduction 
to the stage of the time for children of fourteen years and upwards. 


THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL. R. W. Moore. Oxford l Iiversity 
Press, 6s.6d. C8. 176 pages. Bibliography. Index. (A Primer of Christianity: 
Part I) 


THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. G. B. Caird. Oxford University Press, 6s.6d. 
C8. 176 pages. Indexes. (A Primer of Christianity: Part II) 

The series of which these two volumes are parts is intended for intelligent young people 
in their teens (and any adults who may be interested). Mr. Moore, who is Headmaster 
of Harrow School, has accomplished with unusual success a most difficult task. His 
aim is to give in outline the story of the Christian Gospel as it is unfolded in history 
from the New Testament period to the present day. We are given vivid pictures of the 
growth of Christianity and of its contribution to human progress. The chapters on 
the triumph over paganism, Christendom in the Dark Ages and the twentieth century 
are particularly well done. It is inevitable that a primer should be selective, but the 
well-chosen bibliography will enable the reader to make good the omissions. Mr. 
Caird, who is the Professor of New Testament in McGill University, Montreal, 
endeavours to present the case for Christianity in the light of contemporary thought. 
Having dealt with the obstacles to Christian belief from the side of science, psychology, 
Marxism and comparative religion, he proceeds to give a positive account of the 
Christian Faith and Life. His treatment is marked by clarity of thought and expression, 
copious illustrations from literature and the world of art, and a sincerity of approach 
which will commend the volume to inquiring minds of all ages. 
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LONDON ADVENTURE. A Story-book and Guide for Children of All Ages. 
Margaret M. Pearson. Harrap, 7s.6d. 1C8. 156 pages. Black-and-white 
illustrations by the author. 


An interesting book about London, full of out-of-the-way information about famous 
people and historic places. There are chapters on London’s palaces, parks and gardens, 
churches, the Zoo, the Thames, etc. The book is written in an entertaining way and 
will appeal to boys and girls of ten upwards. The author is a New Zealand journalist 
and playwright. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. General Editors: Laura E. Salt and 
Robert Sinclair. Vol. IV. comMuNICATIONS. Oxford University Press, 
30s. C4. $12 pages. Illustrations. 

This volume covers ‘communication’ in the broadest sense. It deals with the commu- 
nication of ideas by the spoken and the written word, and gives short, simple and 
accurate information on the languages and families of languages of mankind, and the 
systems of writing. As a natural extension of this, books and printing, libraries, news- 
papers, the Post Office and broadcasting are included. There are also well-written and 
illustrated articles on the various methods of travel by land and sea and air, including 
roads, bridges, canals, and the modern means of transport, with subsidiary matters 
connected with them, e.g. various kinds of locomotive engine, ports and harbours, 
lighthouses, aircraft engines, interplanetary flight, maps and charts. Highwaymen and 
pirates come in for mention. The volume is excellently illustrated and clearly arranged, 
with ample cross-references from particular to general headings, and to cognate sub- 
jects in other volumes. For boys and girls from twelve years onwards. 


THE NIX, and Other Plays for Young Players. Rosalind Vallance. Harrap, 
6s. C8. 183 pages. 

Now that children are encouraged and eager to make their own performances, such a 
volume as this is useful in that the author, both in the Foreword to the Producer and 
in the Acting Notes, gives much necessary and helpful information. The five plays, in 
verse and prose, are mostly based on poems and legends, and are written for a large 
number of actors. Their colour, movement and ease of language should make them 
attractive to school and youth club dramatic societies. 
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‘ 


. Poetry lovers have long needed some 
permanent readings of the finest examples from 
the immense treasury of English verse and this 
series of records . . . is rapidly becoming the 
embryo of a first-rate collection. The range is wide 
and the standards are uniformly excellent. . .’ 
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